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After a year off due to COVID-19 
restrictions in 2020, Fairbank Island 
Days is back and better than ever. 
Recently, the theme was announced, 
“Blue Collar Salute” to honor the men 
and women that made sure the world 
kept turning during the pandemic.

With the cancellation of last year’s 
event, County Music star Adam 
Doleac is rescheduled for this year’s 
event and will be the headliner for 
Saturday night. Doleac has radio hits 
such as “Famous,” which recently 
went Platinum and is a fan favorite on 
many online streaming stations and 
XM radio.

On Friday night, “Not Quite 
Brothers,” originally from the 
Manchester area, is headlining. 
“NQB” is taking the Midwest by storm 
with gigs all over Iowa and Nebraska 
and will be playing the Iowa State Fair 
later this summer.  If you like to rock, 
this is a show for you.

Many of the perennial favorites are 
back for Fairbank Island Days again 
this year including the carnival and 
beer garden for all three days, fireworks 
and parade. See the daily schedule of 

events with information below or visit 
www.fairbankislanddays.com.

Come join us June 24th-26th for 
theannual Island Days Celebration!

THURSDAY, JUNE 24TH
~ Carnival Rides, Games and Food - 

by J&K beginning at 5:00 p.m.
~ Beer Garden - will open at 6:00 

p.m. on the parkade.
~Team Mini-Triathlon / Individual 

Mini-Triathlon / 5K Run Registration 
begins at 5:00p.m. at Island Boat 
Ramp. Contact Duane Foster 319-
404-1310. Sponsored by Warrior 
Athletics.

~ Island Queen Presentation - at 8:00 
p.m. on the parkade. Contact Lori 
Beierschmitt (319)238-1700.

~ Music Truck - from 8:00-12:00 p.m. 
on the parkade

 FRIDAY, JUNE 25TH
~ Carnival Rides, Games and Food - 

by J&K beginning at 4:30 p.m..
~ Beer Garden  will open at 5 p.m. on 

the Island
~ Chicken Dinner - 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m. at East Bentley Park. Prepared 
and sponsored by the Atom 

Bombers 4-H Club
~ River Golf on the Island - 5:00-7:30 

p.m. by Fairbank Development 
Corporation

~ Kiddie Parade at 6 p.m. - Line up at 
5:45 p.m. by the walking path near 
gazebo, contact Lori Beierschmitt 
(319)238-1700

~ Lil’ Island Prince/Princess and 
King/Queen presentation and 
drawing following the Kiddie 
Parade  Contact Lori Beierschmitt  
(319)238-1700

~ Northern Iowa Dance Association  
- performance following Lil’ Island 
contest.

~ Prince/Princess and King/Queen 
Presentation

~ Pedal Pull - will begin at 6:30 
p.m. located at the Gazebo.  
zSponsored by FFA

~ 50/50 Raffle - drawing on the 
Island beginning at 7:30 p.m., must 
be present to win

~ ISLAND DANCE -7:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. on the Island featuring: Not 
Quite Brothers

~ Fireworks on the Island - starting 

F a i r b a n k  I s l a n d  D ay s 
B a c k  A f t e r  Pa n d e m i c

The “FUN FOR EVERYONE” Committee poses in front of playground 
equipment at the Ball Diamond Park on the south edge of Fairbank. 
The group includes Melaine Buzynski, Dixie Frank, Lori Beierschmitt, 
Betsy Wierck, Melissa Klenzman and Michelle Weepie along with Lilly 
& Liza Wierck. This group has done a great job – their fundraising ef-
forts and hard work over the years are the reason why we have all the 
neat playground units that are situated around town. Thank you for 
everything!!!!

Replacement of playground 
equipment “takes a village”

A storm on September 8, 2019 damaged the slide con-
nected to the playground equipment at West Bentley 
Park in Fairbank. Insurance covered the replacement 
cost for the slide of $14,663.63. 

At the council meeting on May 11, 2020, the council 
discussed the options for the replacement parts and how 
expensive it was to just replace the slide. The Fun For 
Everyone Committee, consisting of Lori Beierschmitt, 
Melissa Klenzman, Melaine Buzynski, Dixie Frank, 
Betsy Wierck, & Michelle Weepie, had been helping 
the city look into possibly replacing the entire piece of 
equipment for just a little more money and presented 
the council with four options they narrowed it down 
to. The council voted to approve the replacement of the 
entire piece of equipment for a total cost of $18,699.00 
providing Fairbank with a new playground experience 
at West Bentley Park. 

Due to the Covid pandemic in 2020, the playground 
equipment was delivered but not set up and installed 
right away. As the nice weather approached this year, 
the conversation of when and who would help install 
the new equipment was discussed. 

At the council meeting on April 26th, Dean and Don-
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I want to thank Dean and Donna Mangrich for vol-
unteering to head the assembly of the new playground 
equipment at West Bentley Park. Many thanks to all 
of the other volunteers for their hard work in putting 
the new playground equipment together (see photos in 
this month’s newspaper).   Also, many thanks to Woods 
Construction for their help on the project. I can report 
that the equipment has been put to good use in the week 
or two it has been put up. It is GREAT to see how well 
people worked as a team on this project. THANK YOU 
ALL!

We had an awesome turnout for our first Music in 
the Park. Thank you to those of you who attended! We 
were asked by many people if another program would 
take place in June. The answer is YES! The program will 
be on Thursday, June 10, and will feature Aaron Smith. 
We are trying to change to Thursday nights instead of 
Wednesday nights because of other commitments that 
many people had.  After all changes are confirmed, we 
will let people know of the changes.

At the City Council Meeting on May 24th, it was de-
cided we would rent Porta Pottys for West Bentley Park, 
Riverside Park, and Veteran’s Park.  Hopefully this will 
be a good addition for the people using those parks.

Life Serve Blood Center has two dates scheduled for 
donations in Fairbank. Tuesday, July 27 and Tuesday, 
September 28 are the dates given to us. Pass the word to 
your friends and family. Your donations can help many 
people that are in need. On our last Blood Drive 41 lives 
were saved! There will be more details as the dates ap-
proach.

Congratulations to the Wapsie Valley Track Teams. 
We had many participants at the State Meet for both the 
Girls and Boys. The Boys ended up in 4th place, and  the 
girls had many participants who met their personal best 
times.  Fairbank is PROUD of all the team members and 
coaches!

Congratulations to the Wapsie Valley Graduates!! 
Graduation from High School is an exciting time. It is 
both an ending and a beginning. Wishing you a begin-
ning of many successes in your life ahead.

By the time you read this, the Flowers on Main should 
be on display, and the Swimming Pool will be open.  En-
joy!!

ENJOY THE SUMMER!!
Stay Safe and Stay Healthy

after dark. Sponsored by: The 
Fairbank Community Club and The 
City of Fairbank

SATURDAY, JUNE 26TH
~ Island Days Car Show - sign up will 

be from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 
Show is from 12:00 p.m. until 3:00 
p.m. at West Bentley Park. Contact 
Russ Myers at (319)939-0669 or 
Chris Rechkemmer at (319)239-
8483.  Sponsored by Don’s Truck 
Sales, Fairbank Floor Covering, and 
Myers Polaris.

~ Food Stand - at the car show until 
2:00 p.m., proceeds will go to The 
Fairbank Community Club.

~ Island Days Parade - beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Contact Kyle or Taylor 
Odneal (text preferred) (319)239-
5616  Grand Marshall – Gary Fink

~Raffle on the Island - at 12 p.m. 
Proceeds benefit the Carson 
McGrane Memorial Fund, prizes 
include a  Traeger Smoker and 
UTV

~ Carnival Rides, Games and Food - 
by J&K beginning after the parade

~ Waterball - begins at 1:00 p.m. in the 
I.C. Church parking lot, registration 
begins at noon. Contact Shane  
Rechkemmer (319)239-0727. 
Hosted by The Oran/Fairbank Fire 
Departments.

~ Duck Races - Island Park following 

parade - see Cindy Woods or Taylor 
Odneal

~ Beer Garden - Opens at 12:00 p.m. 
on the Island

~ Money in the Hay - for the kids, 1:00 
p.m. on the Island Sponsored by 
Northeast Security Bank

~ LIVE MUSIC & DANCE featuring 
Nashville Country Music Star 
ADAM DOLEAC from 8:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m.

Thank You to all of our sponsors, 
volunteers and those who continue 
to support our community year after 
year! We can’t wait to celebrate with 
you!

~The Fairbank Development 
Corporation

FAIRBANK ISLAND DAYS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Wapsie Valley CAPS (Center for Advanced Pro-
fessional Studies) received a $1,000 sponsorship from 
Uscellular’s Community Connections program. The 
Community Connections program provides sponsor-
ship support to STEM programs, sports teams, march-
ing bands, dance teams, arts and a variety of other 
groups.

Wapsie Valley CAPS is a new program to the district. 
CAPS is a collaboration between business and educa-
tion that allows a partnership between students and 
business professionals. Seniors and juniors enrolled 
in the program leave the classroom fully immersed 
in a professional environment and are provided with 
value-added projects from local businesses to build 
on professional skills necessary for the next step after 
high school. Innovation, problem solving, professional 
skills and career exploration are the four CAPS pillars.

Wapsie Valley CAPS signed up on UScellular’s web-
site. Within 14 days, Wapsie Valley CAPS rallied their 
friends, families and social followers to complete digi-
tal activities, such as watching a video or following 
UScellular on its social channels that earned them 
the money.

“Groups like Wapsie Valley CAPS provide mean-
ingful experiences for youth in our community, and 
we’re proud to be able to provide funds to support 
their activities,” said Matt Kasper, UScellular’s direc-
tor of sales for east Iowa. “The Community Con-
nections program offers an easy, virtual platform 
for community youth organizations to raise money 
throughout the year andhelps kids achieve their 
goals.”

 Since launching the program in 2015, UScellular 
has awarded more than $1.4 million to 3,100 groups 
nationwide to support their needs from equipment 
purchases to field trips. For more information and 
to view the official rules, please go to uscellular.com/
communityconnections .

About UScellular, it is the fourth-largest full-service 
wireless carrier in the United States, providing na-
tional network coverage and industry-leading innova-
tions designed to elevate the customer experience. The 
Chicago-based carrier is building a stronger network 
with the latest 5G technology and offers a wide range 
of communication services that enhance consumers’ 
lives, increase the competitiveness of local businesses 
and improve the efficiency of government operations. 
To learn more about UScellular, visit one of its retail 
stores or www.uscellular.com. To get the latest news, 
promos and videos, connect with UScellular on Face-
book.com/uscellular, Twitter.com/uscellular and You-
Tube.com/uscellularcorp.

UScellular Provides $1,000 Sponsorship 
to Wapsie Valley CAPS
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I am truly amazed at the show of positive support for 
Wapsie Valley students and staff from so many different 
groups within our community. I experienced firsthand an 
opportunity to attend the Wapsie Valley 44th Annual FFA 
Awards Banquet this past month. Our FFA officers,  stu-
dent members, and teacher, Mr. Wyatt Forsyth, presented 
a wonderful meal and hosted an outstanding banquet that 
showcased program achievements from the past year. Even 
during a year of restrictions due to COVID-19, this orga-
nization found a way to continue to forge ahead with their 
goals in mind. They demonstrated the many skills and dis-
positions that define an FFA member; leadership, trust, in-
tegrity, superior communication skills, organization, and at 
the forefront, friendships. The amount of emotion, pride, 
and commitment to the Wapsie Valley FFA Program was 
very heartfelt within this group. Many parents, community 
members, past leaders, and staff attended this banquet to 
show their appreciation and support of this outstanding 
program.

Thank you to the 2020-21 FFA officers for this year; Kaylee 
Kleitsch - President, Nick Grober - VP, Courtney Schmitz 
- Secretary, Ethan Oltrogge - Treasurer, Mary Bodensteiner 
- Reporter, and Austin Hesse - Sentinel. Our new officers for 
the 2021-22 school year will be Mary Bodensteiner - Presi-
dent, Nick Grober - VP, Lily Schwickerath - Secretary, Brok 
Grober - Treasurer, Kaliya Lampe - Reporter, and Austin 
Hesse - Sentinel.

Our new CAPS Program (Center for Advanced Profes-
sional Studies) taught by teacher leader, Haley Tiedt, was 
supported in many ways by local businesses, clubs, and 
agencies. A particular thank you to Van Daele Insurance for 
supplying a location that CAPS called home for the 2020-
21 school year. Our local banks, Northeast Security Bank 
and Readlyn Savings Bank, are always willing to support 
school-related projects. Our telephone partners, Oran Tele-
phone and Readlyn Telephone, continue to support proj-

ects at schools and fund-
ing for competitive state 
events. Our local newspa-
pers, Readlyn Chronicle and 
Fairbank Islander, are always 
willing to promote school events, 
organizations, and activities. A huge 
supporter also centers around the 
Wapsie Valley Education Foundation 
that pours thousands of dollars of fund-
ing directly into classrooms and programming for our stu-
dents. Our local PTOs continue to support the classroom 
teacher needs and student activities within their elementary 
schools. The Wapsie Valley Booster Club at the 7-12 grade 
level continues to support many different areas of improve-
ments to facilities, sporting equipment, lighting projects, 
and most recently, a large donation to a new concession 
stand for all our sports. Our Fine Arts Boosters continue to 
support the programming within the music and band areas. 
The contributors to the FFA Test Plot advance the agricul-
tural knowledge base of our students. Local organized clubs 
including, Wapsie Valley Archery Club, MatPac Wrestling 
Club, and many additional local youth clubs and activities 
that provide valuable skill-building and leadership oppor-
tunities for students in the area. The volunteers and indi-
vidual supporters who spend their time and energy in so 
many different ways with our students.  My apologies if I’ve 
missed other entities that offer their services to this com-
munity and students.

This tremendous amount of positive community support 
has afforded our students the best possible learning envi-
ronment and culture, and is deeply felt and much appre-
ciated by all involved. On behalf of WVCSD students and 
staff, I thank you!

Stay Warrior Strong and Safe,
Dave Larson - Wapsie Valley CSD Superintendent

Warrior Way & More  
May 2021

Fairbank Historical Society opened 
on Memorial Day weekend

After being closed for all of 2020, the Fairbank Historical 
Society opened on Sunday May 30th. The Society museum is 
located at 103 East Main.

In one of the front widows, the Society has placed a photo 
of the sign that originally stood east of the Post Office during 
the 40’s that listed WWII Veterans. In the other window is a 
list of all the young men from the Fairbank area that served 
in the Civil War. An interesting new display item is a framed 
display with photos of 52 members of the Fairbank Modern 
Woodman from 1903.

The Society Museum is open on Sunday afternoons from 
1:00 to 4:00 until Labor Day weekend. The museum will also 
open at other times by calling 319-269-6795.
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PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a date set and volunteers organized to 
get the equipment up. The work started 
a week before May 15th with disassem-
bly of the damaged equipment. Holes 
were dug and the area was prepped. Vol-
unteers were asked to help on Saturday, 
May 15th.  

The City of Fairbank wants to send a 
huge thank you for all of the volunteers 
and their hard work completing this 
project. Dean & Donna Mangrich, Dan 
& Bob Richards, Ernie & Lori Brickman 
and Joe & Diane Rubino donated 81 
hours and equipment hours used from 
Aronia Berry Services of NE Iowa, LLC. 

Ron & Collin Woods donated 15 hours 
and equipment hours used from Woods 
Construction. Other volunteers present 
were Mitch Coffin, Kyle Odneal, Ryan 
Rausch, Ted Vorwald, Tammy Erick-
son, Tom & Melaine Buzynski, Nathan 
Steinbronn, and Betsy and Liza & Lilly 
Wierck. 

The City of Fairbank paid for the ce-
ment and pea gravel. Lunch consisting of 
pizza and beverages was provided to ev-
eryone Saturday, thanks to the Fairbank 
Community Club. What a wonderful ad-
dition to Fairbank! Thank you to every-
one involved!

A group of volunteers recently met at West Bentley Park to help install some new playground equipment. 
Some of the citizens that took on this huge project were: Nathan Steinbronn, Kyle Odneal, Mitch Coffin, 
Dean Mangrich, Ryan Rausch, Dan Richards, Ted Vorwald, Betsy & Lilly & Liza Wierck. Thank you for all the 
hard work, it looks great!
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By Kali Lampe,
 2021-2022 Chapter Reporter

On April 18 through April 20th, the 
Wapsie Valley FFA Chapter took 27 mem-
bers, 3 chaperones, and 1 FFA advisor to 
the Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines for 
the 93rd FFA State Leadership Confer-
ence. These members competed in 15 
various events and activities. We also had 
several members excel in their part down 
at state. “One of the things I most enjoyed 
was getting to know and talk one on one 
with a national officer. I enjoyed the ex-
periences so much that I want to go back 
next year,” said Lily Schwickerath, one of 
our outstanding freshmen. During our 
trip we had an opportunity to meet with 
one of the national officers Anna Mathis. 
She talked to people from our chapter 
about the opportunity she has gotten by 
being an officer. She also told us about 
how different our culture is in Iowa and 
how it is different from Arkansas. She 
also told us how she became a national 
officer. She also asked a lot of questions 
about our FFA chapter. To thank her for 
agreeing to meet our chapter, we took 
her out for a supper at Jethros, and gave 
her one of our chapter t-shirts. Overall, 
meeting Anna was a great opportunity, 
and we are very grateful that she took 
time out of her busy schedule to come 
and meet our chapter.

Below are the members that partici-
pated this year:

- Maggie Burgett, Emilee Blasberg, 
Deven DeGroote, and Kylee Bartze com-
peted in the Biotechnology CDE and re-
ceived a Silver

- Brody Stark, Ethan Oltrogge, Brok 
Grober, and Cannon Joerger competed 
in the Ag Team Sales CDE and received 
9th Place Overall with a Gold

- Brody Stark was the Top Overall Indi-
vidual Salesman for Ag Sales

- Kaylee Kleitsch, Dori Waschkat, Re-
ese Peine, and Lily Schwickerath com-
peted in the Poultry Judging CDE and 
received 3rd Place Overall with a Gold

- Kaylee Kleitsch was the 6th Place 
Overall Individual for poultry judging

- Austin Hesse, Elle Voy, and Caitlyn 
Rechkemmer competed in the Farm 
Business Management CDE and received 
a Bronze

- Kaylee Kleitsch competed in the Job 
Interview LDE and received a silver

- All members packaged meals with 
Meals From The Heartland where the 
Iowa FFA will send over 200,000 pounds 
of packaged meals to the less-fortunate

- All Wapsie Valley FFA members that 
attended State got to meet with the Na-
tional FFA Secretary, Anna Mathis from 
Arkansas, and hear her speak about grat-
itude

- Brock Kleitsch and Brody Kleitsch 
both received Silver in the Greenhand 
Quiz

- Kaliya Lampe, Matilda Miller, Reese 
Peine, Nick Grober, and Madyson Rich-
ards in Chapter Display Exhibit and re-
ceived a Gold

- Anna Richards was recognized for 
the Teach Ag Signing Day

- Cole Neil, Courtney Schmitz, and 
Anna Richards were recognized for their 
top placing proficiency awards

- Our chapter was recognized for the 
WHO/Public Relations Award

- Wapsie Valley FFA was recognized 
for the National Chapter Award

- Kaylee Kleitsch accomplished making 
ballot and being a state officer candidate

- Iowa Degree Recipients: Hunter Full-
er, Ellie Neil, Mary Bodensteiner, Sam 
Banger, Joseph Ebaugh, Maggie Burgett, 
Bridget Seemann

- Nick Grober participated in the Au-
diting Committee where he got to vote 
on the constitution and bylaws

- Mary Bodensteiner participated in 
the Program of Activities where the 
group discussed FFA events coming up 
in the near future.

- Mr. Forsyth was recognized on stage 
for being a Golden Owl Finalist Agricul-
tural Teacher/FFA Advisor.

Wapsie Valley Has Success At State FFA Convention

Mr. Forsyth, Hunter Fuller, Brock Kleitsch, Joseph Ebaugh, Austin Hesse, Brody Kleitsch, Cannon Joerger, 
Brok Grober, and Nick Grober.

By Mary Bodensteiner, 
Chapter President

On Sunday, April 25th, FFA 
members, parents and special 
guests, gathered together, at a 
safe distance, to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the chap-
ter throughout the 2020-2021 
year. The festivities started out 
with a delicious dinner catered 
by the Fairbank Food Center 
as guests mingled and caught 
up with each other after this 
crazy year. The awards banquet 
itself was held in the Wapsie 
Valley high school auditorium. 
The 2020-2021 Chapter officer 
team shared their last few hours 

together as they recognized 
their peers for their outstand-
ing achievements and thanked 

their supporters. As the banquet 
came to an end, the 2020-2021 
officer team said their goodbyes 

to the past year and welcomed 
a new group of leaders to take 
their places as the 2021-2022 
Wapsie Valley FFA chapter of-
ficers. Both teams, old and new, 
would like to graciously thank 
everyone for their continued 
support of our chapter! Without 
the support from the commu-
nity, and of course parents, this 
chapter would not be as success-
ful as it is today.

The following individuals re-
ceived special recognition at 
the banquet for their support of 
this chapter. The Blue and Gold 
Award was presented to Mike 
Duffy, Wapsie Superintendent 

Dave Larson received the Hon-
orary Award, and Mick Kane 
of Stine Seeds was given the 
Distinguished Service award. 
The Star Greenhand Award was 
presented to Lily Schwickerath, 
Star Sophomore was awarded to 
Tyce Hagenow, Star Junior this 
year was Mary Bodensteiner, 
and the Star Senior was Court-
ney Schmitz. The Overall Star 
Award recipient was Kaylee 
Kleitsch and Courtney Schmitz 
was recognized as Top Fruit 
Salesperson. Congratulations to 
everyone who went above and 
beyond for this chapter! Thank 
you!

Wapsie Valley FFA Chapter Holds 44th Annual Banquet

The new 2021-22 Officer Team gets inducted at banquet (l. to r.) Austin Hesse, Kali 
Lampe, Brok Grober, Lily Schwickerath, Nick Grober, and Mary Bodensteiner.

By Dave Larson, 
Wapsie Valley Superintendent

The Wapsie Valley School District 
would like to welcome two new members 
to our staff for the 2021-22 school year.

Jayme Hurley will 
be our new elementa-
ry principal at Read-
lyn Elementary and 
Fairbank Elementary 
Schools. Mr. Hurley 
has many ties to the 
Wapsie area. He is an 
Oelwein High School 

graduate and has lived and taught in the 
Independence CSD for the majority of 
his career. He also taught in the Oelwein 
and Dyersville Beckman school districts 
in the past. He is currently finishing a 
7-12 Principal position in the Manson 
Northwest Webster Community School 
District. Mr. Hurley’s broad range of ed-
ucational experiences include, teaching 
physical education, special education, 
handling At-Risk Coordinator duties, 
and strength/conditioning duties. Jayme 
and his wife, Rachael, have six children, 
Katelyn, Meg, Julia, Elliot, Sophia, and 

Lillian. Mr. Hurley owns and operates 
Precision Drive LLC which is a driver’s 
education business with classroom and 
behind-the-wheel instruction. Jayme 
has been heavily involved as a football, 
track, and volleyball 
coach in previous 
positions. Please wel-
come Jayme Hurley 
and his family to the 
Wapsie Valley com-
munity and school 
district!

Tina Kaufman has been hired as our 

new Human Resources Director. This 
position will be a shared position with 
the Dunkerton CSD. Mrs. Kaufman has 
close ties to the Wapsie Valley area. She 
is a current resident of Fairbank with 
her husband, Todd, and children, Trae-
ton and Kaitlyn. Her family owns and 
operates Jerry’s Auto in Fairbank. Tina 
has a wealth of experience in the human 
resources/payroll field. Please welcome 
Tina Kaufman to the Wapsie Valley CSD!

Wapsie Valley CSD welcomes new staff members
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By Wilma Welsh
In 1854, land including the island, was bought by F. J. Everett and Clarence Bacon. The river 

was damned and a grist mill was built in 1855. At the turn of the century, there was a pontoon 
bridge to the island. For a number of years, after high water washed the pontoon bridge out, 
the only way to the island was by boat.

In 1920, Charles Grantham built a hanging foot bridge. Electric service to the island was 
requested. The American Legion asked to use the streets and alleys for a celebration, saying 
the profit would be spent to beautify the island. Boxing matches were promoted on the island 
along with reenactments of Indian attacks.

There was concern, even then, about the town’s liability in case of an accident on the island 
or the bridge. A sign reading “Entrance to Private Grounds” was placed at the east end of the 
bridge. The sponsoring group was to help furnish sufficient, reliable extra police for the event.

In 1931, a Councilman, a Legion member and H.C. Phelps, owner of the island, were ap-
pointed to investigate adverse conditions on the island. It was agreed that a license of $10.00 
per month should be required for dances, picture shows and other entertainment.

In 1934, a group looked into a TERA project for construction of a bridge and improving 
the island for park purposes. The work was begun. Dirt from south of the island was pulled 
up onto the island, then the project was discontinued.

In 1938, piers for the bridge to the island were included in a repair job on the dam. The 
town would furnish all trucking, rock, sand and gravel. The state would furnish all forms, ce-
ment and steel reinforcements and the WPA would furnish all labor, tools, pumps and mixers 
for the completion of the project.

On May 16, 1938, Hansen Phelps, Dale Phelps and H.C. Phelps, who had inherited the 
island, deeded it to the American Legion, who in turn, deeded it, the same day, to the town 
of Fairbank to be used as a park. The Weldon Bros. Construction Co. repaired the dam and 
poured the pilings for the island bridge.

In 1940, the Weldon Bros. Co. offered to return and build the bridge, which the council had 
decided to build to the island. It was to be a BRIDGE FOR PEDESTRIANS ONLY. The cost 
of the bridge was $858.00. It was proposed that the town have a park board. The question was 
put on the ballot at the General Election in March 1940 and it passed.

In recent years, during a storm, a tree fell on the bridge doing considerable damage. It was 
repaired and rebuilt by Bryan and Kurt Welsh. Picnic facilities and playground equipment 
have been placed on the island. When the river floods, the island is covered with water and 
everything that isn’t fastened down goes down the river and ends up stuck in the trees and 
brush along the river banks. After years of losing picnic tables, they are now gathered together 
and chained to the trees or carried to higher ground, when they know a flood is coming.

Over the years, the Island Park has become a very recognizable landmark.

The Island Park

After a year of much practice and hard work, the piano students of Faith Swenson are 
showing how to tickle the ivories. On Sunday, May 16, nine of Mrs. Swenson’s students 
performed at their Spring Recital held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fairbank. A week 
later, five students were also able to perform their pieces at Parkview Assisted Living 
in Fairbank. Students participating in these recitals included Stella Auel, Ava Auel, Pe-
nelope Myers, Liza Wierck, Lilly Wierck, Mason Curley, Braylee Berg, Brock Berg, Norah 
Oldfather, and Edith Holmen. If you see any of these students around, congratulate 
them for all of their hard work!
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Veterans of the War of the Rebellion

By: Robert Shields
From President Lincoln’s proclamation “call-

ing forth States to muster a militia of 75,000 
troops to suppress the rebellion”, from April 15, 
1861 until 1870, was a transformational time for 
the new village of Fairbank, having only been 
laid out 6 years previously, and for the 4 sur-
rounding Townships of Lester, Franklin, Oran 
and Fairbank. Iowa Governor Kirkwood echoed 
Mr. Lincoln’s call and at court houses through-
out the state impromptu gatherings of patriotic 
citizens gathered to discuss ways to enlist and 
equip their county’s allocation of troops.

The following instructions were given by 
Governor Kirkwood to each county. “Counties 
shall form companies, - when formed, com-
panies should elect officers - one captain, two 
lieutenants, etc. …….. It would be well if men 
would furnish themselves with some simple 
style of uniform, say a gray tweed flannel blouse 
and pants”.

There were 116 men from The Four County 
area, and the Townships of Lester, Franklin, 
Oran and Fairbank, who served in the war, 
including veterans from other states that relo-
cated to The Four County area after the war had 
ended. There were 74 young men who declared 
Fairbank as their residence on their muster pa-
pers who enlisted in various Iowa Regiments 
and served for a period of time during the war. 
The Iowa Regiments they served in; 1st Iowa 
Calvary, 4th Iowa Calvary, 6th Iowa Calvary, 
7th Iowa Calvary, 3rd Iowa Infantry, 4th Iowa 
Infantry, 6th Iowa Infantry, 9th Iowa Infantry, 
11th Iowa Infantry, 12th Iowa Infantry, 21st 
Iowa Infantry, 27th Iowa Infantry, 37th Iowa 
Infantry, 38th Iowa Infantry, 47th Iowa Infantry.

Some of the battles that these Iowa units 
served in are: Pea Ridge, Prairie Grove, Little 
Rock, Camden, Shiloh, Corinth, Jackson, Tu-
pelo, Atlanta, Sherman’s March to the Sea, Fort 
Henry, Fort Donelson, Missionary Ridge, Look-
out Mountain, and Red River.

Regiments like the 37th Iowa Infantry “The 
Graybeard Regiment” (for volunteers over the 
age of 45), provided guard duty at the Benton 
Barracks, Missouri, the Army of the West’s 
headquarters and main troop training camp. 
The 47th Iowa Infantry - provided garrison duty 
at Helena, Missouri protecting the railroads in 
western Missouri.

After the start of the war, regular army troops 

were taken from the west and sent east to join 
the Army of the Potomac, which left a void in 
the west. Two Iowa Regiments, the 6th Iowa 
Calvary and the 7th Iowa Calvary, were sent to 
the west to protect the Minnesota border and 
the settlers in Nebraska and South Dakota.

Harvey Harford, a veteran of the War of 1812, 
returned to his wife’s native state of Virginia to 
serve in Company F. 22nd Virginia Infantry, the 
only secessionist veteran from the area.

18 of these young men from Fairbank, one 
fourth, died during the war either from combat 
or from diseases contracted during the war, or 
died shortly after their return home, after being 
mustered out to “go home to die”. John Wright 
Abbott, died January 23, 1864, two weeks after 
returning home after he was discharged in New 
Orleans, he is buried in the Fairbank Cemetery; 
James A. Adams died of disease September 18, 
1864, he is buried in Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery, St Louis; Hiram G. Balcom, died June 
19, 1864, and is buried at Little Rock National 
Cemetery, Little Rock, Arkansas; Marshall Da-
vid Carpenter died December 29, 1864, he is 
buried in the Oran Township Cemetery;  Isaac 
Chase died September 15, 1865, two months 
after discharge, he is buried in the Fairbank 
Cemetery; James Riley Cox died in Davenport, 
Iowa in February of 1863, James is buried in the 
Oran Township Cemetery;  John H. Ford died at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi June 24, 1863 from a leg 
wound, and is buried in Mississippi;  John W. 
Kelsey from Bremer County, he died of disease 
at Montgomery, Alabama on May 13, 1865 and 
is buried in the Marietta National Cemetery; 
John Randolph Laton died August 18, 1866, one 
year after being discharged, and is buried in the 
Littleton Cemetery; John Calvin McCray died 
of wounds received at Champion Hills, Missis-
sippi on June 9, 1863, John was buried at Vicks-
burg National Cemetery in an unmarked grave; 
Walter S. Munger died of typhoid fever on No-
vember 8, 1864, at Anoka, Minnesota, Walter 
was buried at Anoka, Minnesota, there is a me-
morial stone in his honor at the Oran Township 
Cemetery; Washington P. Richmond died Sep-
tember 24, 1862 at Macon, Georgia after being 
taken prisoner at the battle of Shiloh, Tennes-
see; John H. Robison, died of disease on Octo-
ber 18, 1863 in Carrollton, Louisiana; George A. 
Turner died February 14, 1864 at Paducah, Ken-
tucky and is buried at the National Cemetery at 
Mound City, Illinois; Rynear M. Walker died of 
disease on June 27, 1862 at Farmington, Missis-
sippi, he is buried in the Union National Cem-
etery at Corinth, Mississippi; Thomas Watson 
died January 16, 1866, less than 6 months after 
mustering out, Thomas is buried in the Littleton 
Cemetery; Thomas P. West, was taken prisoner 
March 15, 1863 near Memphis Tennessee and 
exchanged May 7, 1864. Thomas died October 
23, 1864 and is buried in the Lester Township 
Cemetery north of Dunkerton; Brothers Fred-
rick M. Wilbur and Henry P. Wilbur, Frederick 

Wilbur died from diseases soon after 
he returned home after mustering out 
at East Port, Georgia on September 
25, 1864. Frederick’s brother Henry P. 
died May 22, 1863, at Walnut Hills near 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, from wounds 
received while on picket guard. Henry 
is buried at Vicksburg National Cem-
etery. Frederick was buried at the Kier 
Cemetery south of Fairbank.

After the end of the war, 40 young 
men from eastern Union states immi-
grated to the Four County Area to start 
new lives. These young war veterans 
came from New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Illinois. 
At the same time that the veterans from 
the east were transplanting themselves 
to the Fairbank area, there were several 
young veterans from the Fairbank area 
that headed for new adventures in states 
further west, South Dakoda, Colorado, 
Nebraska, and California.

Some of these Iowa veterans never 
returned home the same young patri-
otic adventurers who left Iowa on a 90 
day enlistment, planning to put down 
the rebellion and “to be home to har-
vest the crops by fall”. One by 1870 was 
admitted to the State Hospital at Mount 
Pleasant. One was the first person to die 
at the State Hospital in Independence in 
1873. Another died by his own hand sit-
ting at his kitchen table.

Across the northern states, after 
the war ended there was a growing custom of 
decorating with flowers the graves of the fallen 
young men by their families each spring in May. 
After the formation of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, (GAR,) in 1866, local GAR Posts 
across the country would join together to lay 
flowers on the graves of their fallen comrades. 
In 1868, May 30th was set aside by the GAR as 
Decoration Day. That day was picked because 
there wasn’t a major battle that had been fought 
on that day whose anniversary would take away 
from the solemness of the day. Decoration Day 
then became more formal with parades, flying 
of the Flag and speeches by surviving veterans 
and local officials.

The Fairbank Grand Army of the Republic, 
Post 367 was formed, on October 25, 1884. At 
the regular meeting held June 22, 1900 it was 
agreed to purchase the open area west of lot 
216 in the Fairbank Cemetery for the purpose 
of “erecting a monument to the soldiers, sail-
ors, and marines who served during the War 
of the Rebellion of 1861 to 1865”. The 10 X 20 
ft. lot was deeded to the GAR post by cemetery 
trustees, C. B. Everett and John H. Risher. It was 
thought that if $600 to $700 could be raised, 
with hard work the monument could be com-
pleted. The monument was never erected at this 
location. A monument to the Pythian Sisters 

Lodge sits on this lot now.
On the morning of May 30, 1912, Decoration 

Day, the Fairbank Cornet Band, all the mem-
bers of the GAR and WRC (Woman’s Relief 
Corps), and pupils of the public and parochial 
schools, each carrying flowers, met at the Miller 
Opera House at 9:00 a. m.. They marched as one 
body led by the band, to decorate the graves of 
the fallen veterans of the War of the Rebellion. 
In the afternoon everyone again met at the Op-
era House and marched to the Park, (Veterans 
Memorial Park today), for the dedication of the 
Soldiers Monument which was erected by the 
GAR and WRC the previous fall. The Fairbank 
Cornet Band provided the music. The invoca-
tion was given by Methodist Minister, Rev. C. A. 
Peddicord, and the Fairbank quartet sang patri-
otic songs. Miss Olive Trebon recited Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address, followed by short address 
from local veterans. The Hon. M. A. Harmon 
of Independence, a veteran of Co. K. 21st Iowa 
Infantry, delivered the main address, before 
the unveiling of the Soldiers Monument. The 
program ended in a flourish with songs by the 
quartet and music from the band.    

Isaac Betts served in Co. C. 7th Iowa Cavalry, 
he died April 15, 1933 at age 90. Isaac was the 
last veteran of the War of the Rebellion to die 
from Fairbank.

A war monument, located in Veteran’s Park in the S.E. sec-
tion of Fairbank, contains the names of the local veteran’s 
who lost their life during the War of the Rebellion which ran 
from 1861-1865.
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory
“Support Your Local Businesses ~ they're the heartbeat of America”

Automotive
B & K Automotive

BRIAN MOHLIS
101 6th St., Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2058

Building & Repairs
Modern Building Products

RICK & CINDY WOODS
511 N. 4th Street N.E.

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2355

Woods Construction Inc.
RON, CAROL,

COLLIN & CHRIS WOODS
505 2nd Street N.E.Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2308
Young Construction/Roofing

LEWIS BOEHME
Fairbank, Iowa

(844) 566-ROOF

Fairbank Plumbing & Heating
BRAD & ADAM BACHMAN

Fairbank, Iowa
(641) 330-1233 (319) 635-2229

Family Needs
Schmidtke Video Systems

DUANE SCHMIDTKE
303 N. Water St., Fairbank, IA

(319) 238-6114
northeastiowasatellite.getdish.com

Fairbank Public Library
212 E. Main Street

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2487

Fairbank Elementary School
505 Forest Street
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2071

Wapsie Valley High School
2535 Viking Avenue

Fairbank, Iowa
Ph. (319) 638-6711
Fax (319) 638-7061

Fairbank Housing Inc.
Quality Housing for Senior Citizens and 

Disabled Regardless of Age
(319) 635-2124

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
2029 Viking Ave. - Hwy. 58 Sumner, Iowa

(see their ad for hours)

Financial
Northeast Security Bank

120 Main Street Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2811

Financial Decisions Group
NEIL WILKINSON

903 N. Frederick Ave.
Oelwein, Iowa 50662

(319) 283-1514 office (319) 440-2868 cell

Food & Restaurants
Fairbank Food Center

JENNIFER DAVIS
102 N. 4th St.

(319) 635-2139

Costa’s Sports Bar & Grill
99 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA 
(319) 635-2449

Fairbank Locker & Processing
Award Winning Products

104 Grove St.
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2595

Aronia Berry Services of Iowa
DEAN & DONNA MANGRICH 

Fairbank, IA
(319) 240-4104 (319) 240-5627

His Hands Food Pantry
5002 Main Street

Oran, Iowa 
(319) 638-4357

Hair & Beauty
Mary Kay

CARMA SCHMIDTKE
Independent Sales Director

PO Box 189, Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 240-2495

mkcarma@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/carma

Visions Salon & Spa
101-A 4th St. South, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2547

Health & Well Being
Fairbank Chiropractic

DR. NATHAN STEINBRONN, D.C. 
101 South 4th St., Suite C, Fairbank, IA

(310) 849-5155
Steinbronndc@gmail.com

Parkview Assisted Living
114 Forest St..

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2585

www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com

Insurance
VanDaele Insurance, LLC

CHAD & AMBER VAN DAELE 
119 E. Main St., P.O. Box 467, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2526

Ozark National Life Insurance
JOE KLEITSCH

319-635-2297 home 319-269-1443 cell
joseph.kleitsch@ozark-national.com

Security Mutual Insurance
ERNIE BRICKMAN

234 Main St., Readlyn, IA
(319) 279-3893 (319) 267-2035

Coffin Insurance Agency
MITCHELL COFFIN
109 West 1st Street

Sumner, Iowa
(319) 279-3893

Lawn & Garden
Davis Lawn Service, LLC

SHAWN DAVIS
104 Industrial Drive

Fairbank, IA
(319) 239-5011

Machine & Repair
DHK Welding

LAYNE HILSENBECK
2688 Y Avenue, Fairbank, Iowa

(563) 608-1400

Municipal
Fairbank City Hall

BRITTANY FULLER, City Clerk
116 E. Main Street

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2869

Fairbank Fire Department
301 Grove Street
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2981
Emergency: Call 911

Fairbank Police Department
116 E. Main Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 269-1020
Emergency: Call 911

Fairbank Sewage, Streets,  
Water, Electric & Natural Gas

(319) 635-2869
Fairbank Post Office

201 E. Main Street
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2772

Fairbank Aquatic Center
511 W. Main St. Street Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2533

Real Estate
Advanced Realtors, LLC

LORI BEIERSCHMITT
814 S. Frederick Avenue
Oelwein, Iowa 50662

(319) 283-2242
 advancedrealtors@qwestoffice.net

Woods Agency
SHARON, JOHN,

RON & CHRIS WOODS
Fairbank, IA

(319) 240-3212

Recreation
AJ’s Camper Rentals

AMANDA JIPSON
1080 102nd St., Fairbank, IA

(319) 404-6475
ajscamperrentals@gmail.com

Gavin Marine
SALES – SERVICE - PARTS

TOM HYDE
101 Industrial Drive, Fairbank, IA

(319) 231-8242
Myer’s Polaris
304 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA
(319) 635-2311

Specialty Businesses
Floral Images & Gifts

PEGGI SUCKOW
209 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA
(319) 635-2037

Woods Funeral Home
RANDY & JODI WOODS

400 Lakeside Drive, Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2207

Fairbank Historical Society
MUSEUM

103 E. Main Street, Fairbank, IA
(319) 269-6795
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102 N. 4th St., Fairbank, IA • 319-635-2139
Open 7:30 am-8 pm • 7 Days a Week

Check Out Our Complete Ad At fairbankfoodcenter.com

WE OFFER CATERING
• Weddings • Birthdays 

• Graduations
• Retirement Parties 

• Nothing too big or too small

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Fresh Meat and Produce
Dairy • Frozen • Grocery

• Delicious Dinners 
• Crispy Broasted Chicken

• Succulent Salads • Sandwich Fillings
• Party Trays (meat, cheese, veggie, fruit)

• Sandwiches • Soup 
• Entrees • Desserts

Your Local Full Service Grocery Store

Fairbank Deli - Best Around

BOOK YOUR

Holiday
PARTY TODAY!

By Betty Brandt Passick
(From We Are Eight, a Memoriam, 2015)

In the fall of 1956, our family moved from the Shannon farm 
south of Fairbank into the faded-pink, slate-sided, two-story 
house across from the Baptist church. Mom and Dad bought 
the house from Elmer Cummings, the man we first knew as the 
owner of a farm we had rented in Fayette County from 1949-
1951.

I was nine years old when we moved into Fairbank, the eldest 
daughter of their six children.

My upstairs bedroom, located in the southeast corner of the 
house, had seven ceiling-to-floor windows, three of which faced 
the railroad tracks to the south, about 40 yards from the house. 
One of my first memories was being jostled from deep slum-
ber in the pitch-black of night, sometime after midnight, by a 
vibrating, window-rattling, electro-dieselized Chicago Great 
Western EMD F7 locomotive powered by 16 cylinders and 
1500 horsepower—the largest and most powerful engine the 
CGW owned—pulling 100-150 freight cars, all passing by what 
felt like just a few feet from my bed.

My initial jarring came from the two short blasts of a 200-blat 
air horn, mounted on the hood directly behind the engine’s cab, 
which generated a decibel level of around 800. When the train 
came into town from the west, the first blasts signaled the train’s 
approach to the crossing that intersected with Fourth Street. 
Moments later, the train rumbled past my bedroom windows, 
sounding two more blasts as it approached the major Highway 
281 intersection on the northeast corner of the block. If on 
some nights I did manage to somehow sleep through the dual 
horn blasts, I would be awakened instead by the beam of light 
emanating from the engine’s nose, tantamount to staring into a 
light as bright as the mid-day sun.

Every family living next to the train tracks was aware of the 
possibility of train derailments. A couple times a few cars did 
domino off the tracks, but within a day or so were up-righted 
and trains ran smoothly through the neighborhood again.

I once heard a neighbor say, “Some day there will be a really 
big train wreck if these trains don’t slow down!”

That was enough for me to imagine a grand collage of cars 
one day slipping off the tracks… the first boxcar tipping, ever so 
gently, no one noticing at first, shiny silver wheels lifting from 
blackened rigid rails, one side, then the other, producing eerie 

screeching sounds, as rotating things scrape along the unmov-
able and fixed, hot metal against hot metal, causing sparks to fly, 
igniting pods of dry grass nearby; the first car listing—its heavy 
cargo, too—finally landing with a gargantuan thud, spurring 
the foremost eruption of dust; as more cars follow, tethered by 
couplings, unwittingly yanking at the other, in front and behind, 
‘til one by one, are jerked from foundations of rock, to join in 
a waltz, serenely skidding across tender green patches, effort-
lessly flattening peas, potatoes, tomatoes and corn, entangling, 
churning, pureeing tender stems and tall stalks in black dirt; 
then, energy dwindling, the first car comes to rest inside rooms 
of our home that holds miscellaneous stuff—though valuable 
to us none-the-less—while more cars stack up, and produce 
loud, crashing sounds and quaking ground, scattering debris in 
unforeseen places; eventually a thundering, deafening silence 
erupts, when people emerge from their houses, everyone aghast 
at the sight, wondering what could have possibly started it all.

Mom referred to the two southern-facing rooms of our home 
as her ‘south rooms,’ and in them she stored a wide variety of 
items: canning equipment, furniture, toys, hand-me-down 
clothing, blue jeans with the knees gone out, awaiting the mira-
cle of a patch and Mom’s skilled hands at the wheel of her Singer 
pedal sewing machine—plus, myriad other miscellaneous 
items. If the train ever took out any of those walls and exposed 
the disheveled contents of those rooms to the rest of the world, 
I knew she would have been mortified.

When I became an adult, I would better understand that fear.
Like all kids, I worried about a lot of things that never hap-

pened. I would have to wait until 1962 when 13 cars of a 95-car 
CGW freight train derailed next to our house and for several 
days blocked both east-west Highway 281 intersections.

Fortunately, neither we nor any of our neighbors incurred 
damage to life or property.

* * *
BETTY BRANDT PASSICK, authoring books infused with earthy soul, faith-

isms, and Midwestern values, including: Arlington Hills Presbyterian Church, 125 
Years, 1888-2013 (2014), We Are Eight a Memoriam (2015)--and her first his-
torical mystery novel, Gangster In Our Midst (2017), which won a 2019 Top 100 
Notable Indie Book Award. Book#2 in the Gangster Series will be available Spring 
2021. Her poems and writings have appeared in myriad publications, including 
the Des Moines Register. For many years she wrote a column “Christian Living” for 
her hometown newspaper. Follow her on the “I Grew Up in Fairbank, Iowa” Face-
book group page. Betty currently resides in Minnesota with her husband. Read 
more at:  www.BettyBrandtPassick.com

THE TRAIN WRECK
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Memorable State Track 
Meet for Wapsie Valley
Wapsie Valley secured three 1st place event wins at a 

state meet for the first time in program history and fin-
ished with a strong fourth-place score of 50 points, sev-
en back of runner-up Lisbon and two behind Earlham. 
Madrid won the 1A championship with 65.5 points.

One of the highlights of the tournament came when 
Dawson Schmit, Ethan Oltrogge, Holton Robinson and 
Trevor Sauerbrei ran the 800 Meter Sprint Medley Re-
lay with a time of 1:33.57. They not only came home 
with the State Championship, they also set a Class 1A 
state meet record. Way to go guys!  

After placing 5th as a freshman two years ago at state, 
Gunner Meyer was ready to meet the challenge and he 
did... he cleared 6’5” and claimed the Class 1A State 
High Jump Championship title! Adding another medal 
from state, Gunner ran a time of 15.49 setting a new 
personal record and placing 6th in the Class 1A 110 
Meter Hurdles.

After placing runner-up two years ago in the 400 Me-
ter Dash, Trevor Sauerbrei ran a time of 50.10 to claim 
the 1A State Championship and take home the gold. 
Sauerbrei finished the weekend as a four-event place-
winner and graduates after setting a school-record 10 
times at state in just three seasons of competition.

The Warriors’ 4x100 relay team of Schmit, Oltrogge, 
Hunter Kane and Robinson finished a close third in 
44.95.

The boys’ 4x200 relay team of Ott, Robinson, Oltrog-
ge and Sauerbrei placed third with a time of 1:31.69. 
Sauerbrei added a fourth-place time of 22.83 in the 200 
Dash, and Gunner Meyer was sixth with a time of 15.49 
in the 100-meter hurdles.

Other Event Results:
Girls 400 Dash: 15th place, Sydnie Martin with a 

time of 1:03.44
Boys 400 Hurdles: 15th place, Dawson Schmit with 

a time of 59.03
Girls 1500: 10th place, Ava VanDaele with a time of 

5:16.28
Girls 800 Meter Sprint Relay: 17th place, Emma 

Jones, Kate Risse, Hannah Knight, Sydnie Martin with 
a time of 1:56.59

Boys 4x800 Meter Relay: 16th place, Brady Sauer-
brei, Ryan Schares, Kobe Risse, Dallas Wittenburg with 
a time of 8:40.30

Girls 4x800 Meter Relay: 11th place, Brooklyn 
Etringer, Ava VanDaele, Brylee Bellis, Sydnie Martin 
with a time of 10:21.59

Girls Distance Medley: 17th place, Emma Jones, 
Hannah Knight, Mary Bodensteiner, Ava VanDaele 
with a time of 4:31.52

 “On the Sunday after the State Track Tournament, the team  participants were all welcomed back during a parade led by the  Fairbank Fire Department trucks. They were followed by a line  of honking cars.”
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101-A 4th St. South, Fairbank, IA

When fi rst appearances 
        count for  everyth ing . . .

Cuts • Dimensional Hair Color • Color
Make-up • Waxing • Professional Haircare

Massage • Spray Tan • Manicures • Pedicures

319-635-2547

“Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. Give thanks to the LORD 
with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! Sing to him a new song; play skillfully 
on the strings, with loud shouts.” (Psalm 33 English Standard Version)

Grace to you and peace from God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!

This month we’re going to talk about something which, I think, we haven’t yet. It’s something 
that many people ask about and most have an opinion about. It’s something you’d notice right 
off the bat as soon as the service begins at St. John’s. When the worship service begins, you’ll 
likely experience something unlike anything else we experience in other areas of our lives. This 
month we’re going to talk about how Lutherans (and most Christians worldwide) worship. For 
this month, there are two words to know: liturgy and hymnody.

Now, I’ve said before that it’ll be a while before we start to talk about things that are exclusively 
Lutheran. There are things that are, but there are many things that Christians of all stripes have 
in common; this is one of them. So, let’s start at the beginning. The Lutheran Church, along with 
the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and most Protestant church bodies is what is called a “liturgical” 
church. This means that our worship services have a set order - certain things go at certain times, 
and you can usually follow it from a bulletin or hymnal (the book you’ll find in the pews beside 
the Bible). This set order is called the Liturgy. Liturgy is an ancient Greek word, found even in the 
New Testament, which means, “service.” The Liturgy has many parts in it, which are the product of 
generations of faithful Christians taking the words of Scripture and setting them to music. It does 
not belong to one church or another but is a common inheritance of all Christians. That, basically, 
is what the liturgy is - a set form of worship, using the words of Scripture set to music - which is a 
common inheritance of Christians throughout the world.

The second word to know this month is hymnody. That simply means that the Lutheran Church 
- again, along with most Christians - sings hymns in its worship. Cool; what’s a hymn? It’s just a 
fancy word for a song which is meant to praise God. Hymns are usually accompanied by instru-
ments, but not always. In my congregation, we are blessed to have a beautiful pipe organ - thank 
you, again, to those of you who helped with its restoration; but an organ is not necessary. Most 
often in our time, you’ll find hymns accompanied by piano. Hymns are written by Christian men 
and women all over the world. They take the words and teachings of the Bible and put them into 
verse, and then they (usually others) set it all to music. The goal of a hymn is not necessarily to 
evoke emotion, though the good ones certainly do. Rather, the purposes of a hymn are to teach 
God’s Word, comfort the heart, strengthen the faith, and praise God for His goodness. A hymn 
really does a lot, doesn’t it?

Thank you for joining me again this month, this time for a short “bootcamp” on Christian wor-
ship. Maybe in time we’ll explore the parts of the liturgy or our favorite hymns together. Let me 
know what you’d like to talk about. Finally, if my math is correct, our little paper here has been 
going for a full year. What a fantastic thing to have. Please be sure to thank those who put so much 
work into it and those who support both it and our community of Fairbank. Until next month.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Jacob Swenson
St. John’s Lutheran, Fairbank
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511 4TH STREET, HWY. V68 NORTH • FAIRBANK • 319-635-2355
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00 to 5:00  •  Saturday: 7:00 to Noon • www.modernbuildingproductsia.com

MODERN BUILDING PRODUCTS

BUILDING
OUR REPUTATION ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME
We’ve been helping homeowners and contractors complete their projects with 

premium building materials and lumber. We pride ourselves on the quality of our product selection, 
as well as our commitment to value and great service.

When it comes 
to your next 

project, come 
to us!

Fairbank 6th grade students graduated from the 
DARE program that was instructed by Deputy 
Shores. Pictured are Abby Mann and Kylie Belinsky 
reading the DARE reports they had written.

The Fairbank Islander is starting a new 
year, which means that we are looking for 
new advertisers. We attempt to contact as 
many of the local businesses as we can, 
but we know that we have missed a few.

If you are interested in purchasing an 
ad to run for the year, please contact 
Kathy Risse at (319) 635-2122 or send an 
email to: kathyrisse53@yahoo.com. Our 

yearly rates are very reasonable.
As always, we would like to remind 

the local clubs, organizations, churches, 
schools, etc. that we are happy to pub-
licize your events and fundraisers, but 
you need to get the information to us. 
You can drop off your information at 
the Fairbank Public Library or email to: 
f.library@mchsi.com.

Contact us if interested in advertising in Islander
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Congratulations to both the Wapsie Valley High School Choir and Band 

for receiving Division I ratings at IHSMA contest on May 10th! We are so 
proud of your accomplishments, and very thankful that you could attend 
contest in person this year!

By Wally Kaufman
The Atom Bombers 4H club met on Sunday, 

May 2nd at the Immaculate Conception Parish 
hall in Fairbank. The club also did a ditch clean-
up east of Fairbank.

The meeting was called to order by Reese Peine. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Hayden Ry-
herd. Roll call was “what was your favorite thing 
that you found when you were doing ditch clean 
up?”

The secretary’s report was given by Destry Pe-

ine and the treasurer report was given by Brody 
Kleitsch. At the meeting a reminder was given 
that the registration for any animals to be entered 
into the Buchanan County Fair will be due on 
May 15th. All people that want to show their ani-
mal need to have a valid showing license by com-
pleting required YQCA training.

The 4H pledge was led by Morgan Gipson. The 
hosts were the Ryherds and the Millers. Next 
month we will be camping out at Fontana Park for 
two days on June 11th and 12th.

Atom Bombers ditch clean-up crew.

Atom Bombers hold a ditch clean-up

BCEDC Awards Grants
The Buchanan County Economic Development Commission 

(BCEDC) recently awarded seven Business and Community Web-
site Marketing Grants. Recipients of the grant are Adams Family 
Furniture, LMFT Therapy Services, City of Lamont, City of Bran-
don, City of Winthrop, Independence Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and Buchanan County Historical Society.

Because of COVID, many businesses, organi-zations and com-
munities found they were not equipped to deal with day-to-day ac-
tivities without a way to commun-icate digitally, or their websites 
did not function in a user-friendly manner. By providing the funds 
to either develop a website, or upgrade an existing website that has 
become obsolete, these groups will be able to be more competitive 
in the future should we ever face a similar situation. “This grant 
allows us to upgrade our website to be mobile and user friendly,” 
remarked Chamber Executive Director Nikki Barth. “Because of 
this we will be better able to serve businesses, our community and 
promote the Independence area.”

Keeping things local, BCEDC teamed up with Fusion Forward 
who will develop and upgrade the grant recipients’ websites. Fu-
sion Forward worked with BCEDC and created a special discount-
ed package for anyone who received the grant. “We are proud to be 
a part of this project with the Buchanan County Economic Devel-
opment Commission. This is the perfect opportunity to continue 
our efforts to help small businesses in the area use their online 
presence to promote their work,” said Terra Gissel, the Creative 
Designer for Fusion Forward and who has been in charge of put-
ting together this program for BCEDC.

“BCEDC was excited to be able to offer this grant to assist our 
communities, businesses and organizations that have had to deal 
with the difficulty COVID presented their organizations. Be-
cause of this grant they will be ready to effectively communicate 
on a digital platform where they were not able to before,” stated 
BCEDC Executive Director Lisa Kremer. “This is just one of the 
many ways BCEDC has been working to help with recovery from 
the pandemic.”

This grant was made possible by an Iowa Northland Regional 
Economic Development Commission (IRREDC), Economic Re-
siliency Planning and Response Grant, and Iowa Northland Re-
gional Council of Governments (INRCOG).

For questions or to learn more, contact BCEDC Executive Di-
rector Lisa Kremer at director@growbuchana.com or visit our 
website at www.growbuchanan.com.

The Fairbank Municipal Pool Board is again of-
fering free or reduced fees for those citizens who 
may qualify. We are committed to the mission of 
providing a fun and safe recreational opportunity 
to the citizens and visitors of the aquatic center, as 
well as an opportunity to learn lifesaving swim-
ming skills. 

We recognize that some may find the season 
pass and lesson fees financially burdensome, so 
we are again offering this free or reduced program 

for low-income citizens of Fairbank.
To qualify, you must live in the city limits, have 

a family income of $30,000 or less / Individual in-
come of $20,000 (college students home for the 
summer do not qualify), and a legitimate burden 
that makes paying for aquatic center fees difficult. 
A third-party professional evaluates the applica-
tions and makes the determination.

The pool is scheduled to open on May 27th.

Fairbank pool offering reduced fees
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Angela Berg, from the 
Fairbank Library, would 
like to thank Carter 
Sander, Brock Berg 
and Devin McConnelee 
from Scout Troop #0095 
for volunteering their 
service hours to move 
furniture at the library 
after the recent renova-
tions.

THANK 
YOU!
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Craig N. Kleitsch, 66 years old of Fairbank, IA, died Saturday, 
May 22, 2021 at Veterans Memorial Hospital, Waukon, IA, fol-
lowing an apparent heart attack.

Craig was born January 22, 1955, in Sumner, IA, the son 
of Norbert Lawrence Kleitsch and Loyola Kathryn (Burke) 
Kleitsch. He attended Wapsie Valley High School in Fairbank 
and graduated with the class of 1973. Craig went on to attend 
Hawkeye Technical Institute in Waterloo, IA, where he received 
his Building Trades diploma. On October 18, 1980, he was united in marriage to Jeanne 
Alice Shannon at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Fairbank, where they also 
made their home and raised their family. He was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Oelwein and was employed at XL Specialized Trailers in Manchester, IA.

He enjoyed playing in competitive adult softball leagues, hunting, spending time at 
their cabin in Harpers Ferry where he could be on the boat and go fishing. He also en-
joyed going to the casinos and raising livestock on the farm, but spending time with his 
wife, Jeanne, his family and friends, is really what made these activities fulfilling.

Craig is survived by his wife, Jeanne Shannon-Kleitsch of Fairbank, two sons, Mason 
(Kallie) Kleitsch of Fairbank, Mackenzie (Karly) Kleitsch of Alburnett, IA; one daughter, 
Meghan Kleitsch of Allison, IA; two grandchildren, Easton Kleitsch and Kimber Kleitsch; 
his mother, Loyola Kleitsch of Fairbank; three brothers, Kenneth (Judy) Kleitsch of Mor-
rison, CO, Thomas Kleitsch of Fairbank, James Kleitsch of Newton, IA; and four sisters, 
Mary Ann Kleitsch of Fairbank, Susan Shannon of Fairbank, Gail (Dennis) Goedken of 
Aurora, IA, and Jean (Mitch) Sauerbrei of Fairbank; also several nieces and nephews.

His father, Norbert Kleitsch; a sister in law, Tamra Kleitsch and a brother in law, Pat-
rick Shannon, preceded him in death.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, May 26, 2021 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in Oelwein with Fr. Ray E. Atwood as celebrant. Music was provided by Linda Murphy, 
organist and Cheryl Sill, cantor. Casket Bearers were James Kleitsch, Kenneth Kleitsch, 
Thomas Kleitsch, Derek Kleitsch, Trevor Shannon and Chris Shannon with burial at Im-
maculate Conception Catholic Cemetery, Fairbank.

 Memorials may be directed to the family. White Funeral Home in Jesup was in charge 
of the arrangements.

Loren Reiher, age 82, passed away May 8, 2021 at 
Unity Point Allen Memorial Hospital in Waterloo. He 
was born March 3, 1939 in Allison, the son of John and 
Lydia (Trepp) Reiher. Loren attended and graduated 
from the Allison Community School.

After high school, Loren proudly served in the United 
States Army from 1962-1963. He married Kathy Her-
man on December 10, 1967 at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Klinger. Loren was as an owner-operator with Warren Transport from 
1965-1968. Loren and Kathy farmed from 1968-1977 in both Missouri and Iowa. 
Loren then returned to Warren Transport working in the recruitment and safety 
department from 1977-2000 when he then retired.

Loren is survived by his wife Kathy; two sons, Lon Reiher (Chris Wescott) of 
Fairbank and Patrick (Nicole) Reiher of rural Tripoli; five grandchildren; Hailey 
Reiher (Dillon Delong) Jessi Reiher (Tyler Hanson) Justin Reiher, Dylan Reiher 
(Dylyn Powell) and Courtney Dinsdale (Levi Stockdale); and 2 great-grandchil-
dren, Bennett and Ledger; his mother-in-law Mildred Herman; one sister Mari-
lyn Cole; three brothers-in-law, Laverne (Terri) Herman, James (Celia) Herman 
and Karl Herman; and one sister-in-law Margaret (Roger) Kistler. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; one son, John; three sisters and their husbands, 
Phyllis (Lyle) Hansen, Ruth (Lavern)Brocka, and Carol (Darwin) Buhman; and 
one brother-in-law, Dean Cole.

During his retirement, Loren and Kathy spent their winters where it was warm, 
first Florida and most recently Arizona. The rest of the year they spent in Prairie 
du Chien where Loren loved to fish and spend time with friends and relatives. 
His greatest joy, without a doubt, was the time spent with his family, especially 
his grand-children and great-grandchildren.

A Visitation/Celebration of Life was held Sunday, May 16, 2021 at Woods Fu-
neral Home, Fairbank. Interment was at Allison Cemetery. Military rites were 
conducted by Amvets Post 88 of Allison.

Memorials may be directed to the family for later designation.

CRAIG N. KLEITSCH
January 22, 1955 ~ May 22, 2021

LOREN MARK REIHER
March 3, 1939 ~ May 8, 2021
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2021 WATER QUALITY REPORT 
FOR 

FAIRBANK WATER SUPPLY 
 
This report contains important information regarding the water quality in our water system. The source of our water is groundwater. 
All of the water is purchased. Purchased water comes from IA REGIONAL UTILITIES ASSOC (WAVERLY).Our water quality 
testing shows the following results: 
 

CONTAMINANT MCL - (MCLG)  Compliance Date Violation Source 
  Type Value & (Range)  Yes/No  

Lead (ppb) AL=15 (0) 90th 2.00 (ND - 7) 2020 No 
Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Copper (ppm) AL=1.3 (1.3) 90th 0.0386 (ND - 
0.103) 2020 No 

Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; Erosion of natural 
deposits; Leaching from wood 
preservatives 

950 - DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

Chlorine (ppm) MRDL=4.0 
(MRDLG=4.0) RAA 2.3 (1.69 - 3.6) 12/31/2020 No Water additive used to control 

microbes 
 

 
Note: Contaminants with dates indicate results from the most recent testing done in accordance with regulations. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
• Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) – The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.MCLs are set as 

close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
• Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) -- The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 

expected risk to health.MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
• ppb -- parts per billion. 
• ppm -- parts per million. 
• pCi/L – picocuries per liter 
• N/A – Not applicable 
• ND -- Not detected 
• RAA – Running Annual Average 
• Action Level (AL) – The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a 

water system must follow. 
• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no 

known or expected risk to health.MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial 
contaminants. 

• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

• SGL – Single Sample Result 
• RTCR – Revised Total Coliform Rule 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The 
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water posed a health risk. More information about contaminants or 
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-
4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice 
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about drinking water from their health care providers.EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in 
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. FAIRBANK WATER 
SUPPLY is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may 
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps you can take to minimize exposure is 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.  
 
SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
 
This water supply obtains its water from the sandstone and dolomite of the Cambrian-Ordovician aquifer. The Cambrian-Ordovician 
aquifer was determined to have low susceptibility to contamination because the characteristics of the aquifer and overlying materials 
provide natural protection from contaminants at the land surface. The Cambrian-Ordovician well will have low susceptibility to 
surface contaminants such as leaking underground storage tanks, contaminant spills, and excess fertilizer application. A detailed 
evaluation of your source water was completed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and is available from the Water 
Operator at 319-635-2869. 
 
This water supply obtains its water from the dolomite and limestone of the Silurian-Devonian aquifer. The Silurian-Devonian aquifer 
was determined to be highly susceptible to contamination because the characteristics of the aquifer and overlying materials provide 
little protection from contamination at the land surface. The Silurian-Devonian well will be highly susceptible to surface contaminants 
such as leaking underground storage tanks, contaminant spills, and excess fertilizer application. A detailed evaluation of your source 
water was completed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and is available from the Water Operator at 319-635-2869. 
 
This water supply obtains some or all of its water from another public water supply. It is a consecutive water supply, where an 
originating parent supply provides drinking water to one or more downstream supplies. 
 

Original Supply ID Original Supply Name 
IA0990701 IA REGIONAL UTILITIES ASSOC (WAVERLY) 

 
PURCHASEDWATER INFORMATION 
 
Our water system purchases water from the system shown below. Their water quality is as follows: 
 

CONTAMINANT MCL - (MCLG)  Compliance Date Violation Source 
  Type Value & (Range)  Yes/No  
0990701 - IA REGIONAL UTILITIES ASSOC (WAVERLY) 
01 - S/EP FROM WELL #1 
Gross Alpha, inc 
(pCi/L) 15 (0) SGL 1.4 12/09/2019 No Erosion of natural deposits 

Sodium (ppm) N/A (N/A) SGL 11.6 01/28/2020 No Erosion of natural deposits; Added to 
water during treatment process 

Nitrate [as N] (ppm) 10 (10) SGL 4.300 (3.700 - 
4.300) 2020 No 

Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching 
from septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of 
natural deposits 

02 - S/EP FROM WELL #2 

Sodium (ppm) N/A (N/A) SGL 10.3 02/28/2018 No Erosion of natural deposits; Added to 
water during treatment process 

Nitrate [as N] (ppm) 10 (10) SGL 4.300 (3.900 - 
4.300) 2020 No 

Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching 
from septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of 
natural deposits 

 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
For questions regarding this information or how you can get involved in decisions regarding the water system, please contact the City 
of Fairbank at 319-635-2869. 
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REGULAR MEETING

The Fairbank City Council met in Regular session on 
Monday April 26, 2021. Mayor Harter called the meet-
ing to order at 6:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Members present: R. Woods, Vorwald, T. Woods, and 
Erickson. Absent: Williams. Also, present at City Hall: 
Heather Prendergast, Attorney; Brian Delagardelle, 
Wastewater Operator; Dave Jergens, Public Works; 
Mike Everding, Part-Time Police Chief; Brittany Fuller, 
City Clerk; and Michelle Laube, Deputy Clerk.

R. Woods/T. Woods to approve the agenda. Ayes: 
Four. Nays: None.

There were no public comments.
Vorwald/T. Woods to approve the minutes from April 

12th Regular Meeting. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
Councilman Williams arrived at 6:01 PM.
Erickson/T. Woods to open the public hearing for the 

disposal of city owned property located at 405 Grove 
Street. Ayes: Five. Nays: None. There were no public 
comments received orally or in writing. T. Woods/Erick-
son to close the public hearing. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Erickson/T. Woods to approve Resolution 2021-11 – 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Fairbank, 
Iowa, Disposing of City Owned Property Legally De-
scribed Herein, Fairbank, Iowa. The purchase agree-
ment and offer received from the Fairbank Develop-
ment Corporation was agreed upon and approved by 
the Council. The City Council of Fairbank disposes and 
sells the property at 405 Grove Street to the Fairbank 
Development Corporation for $25,000 and pursuant to 
the terms contained in the purchase agreement. Ayes: 
Three. Nays: None. Abstain: Williams and R. Woods.

Hollie Hare was present to introduce herself and to 
discuss with the Council her plans to work with the Bu-
chanan County Emergency Management and the city of 
Fairbank to update the city’s Mitigation Plan. Hollie will 
work with the office staff to schedule a time for a meet-
ing to work on the information needed for the update. In 
the past INRCOG had been utilized but she is taking on 
the project for Buchanan County to save them money.

The city of Fairbank received a community acknowl-
edgment form from Kyle Helland with Helland Engineer-
ing. The form is part of a conditional permit request to 
bring fill into a floodplain area in town. After reviewing 
the form, and in consultation with the city engineer, Jon 
Biederman, attorney Prendergast recommended to the 
council that the form not be executed because the cur-

rent application permit does not comply with the city’s 
floodplain ordinance. Additionally, attorney Prendergast 
indicated that the DNR had communicated to Jon Bie-
derman that the permitting through the DNR first was 
the preferable process versus obtaining a conditional 
permit before the DNR permit was granted. Attorney 
Prendergast indicated to the applicant that they could 
continue with their process with the DNR and then 
return to council with more information following the 
DNR’s evaluation of the floodplain fill permit. Kyle Hel-
land indicated that his intention with the form was to 
try and submit both to the DNR and FEMA at the same 
time in order to save time. Kyle Helland indicated that he 
was attempting to expedite the process by having this 
form done now. Action on the community acknowledg-
ment form failed for lack of a motion.

Jon Biederman presented the council with some pre-
liminary opinions for water main replacements in town. 
Along with the estimated project costs presented at the 
last meeting for the West Main Street section, Jon pro-
vided another one for a section of Grove Street between 
First Street and Second Street. The estimated project 
cost for that section was $83,316. Vorwald/Erickson to 
approve Jon Biederman with Fehr Graham to submit 
the following projects to bid; the base project for West 
Main Street and the project for Grove Street with the 
two alternate projects for West Main Street listed as al-
ternates. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Jon Biederman gave an update on the meeting he 
attended with the IA DOT on April 20th about the fu-
ture Main Street project. He explained that he thought 
the meeting went well and that the project is still on for 
2023. The project will consist of three divisions: ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act), IA DOT, and the city. 
The IA DOT is planning on replacing the center 28’ of 
East Main Street and continue on with a section of 
Fourth Street to Grove Street. They will also be doing a 
new surface on the remainder of Hwy 281 in town from 
Fairbank Street to the bridge. All sidewalks within the IA 
Hwy 281 will be replaced and upgraded to current ADA 
accessibility standards. The sidewalks will be 100% 
funded by the ADA due to funds set aside to be used 
to help towns with less than 5,000 in population. The 
city is also possibly planning on street reconstruction 
in the sections off Main Street along the side streets of 
First Street, Second Street, Third Street, Fourth Street, 
and a section of East Main Street. There will also be 

costs involved with water distribution, sanitary sewer, 
and storm sewer. The entire project will require good 
coordination with all parties involved. Jon will keep the 
council informed with any updates and is working on 
providing a first draft of anticipated cost shares for the 
areas to be reconstructed soon. The IA DOT plans to go 
to bid letting with the plans in December 2022.

The ADA questioned the need to replace two sec-
tions of sidewalks in town during the Main Street project 
meeting on April 20th. The two sections run just east of 
the intersection of Grove and Fourth Street along Grove 
Street. They are not used and overgrown with vegeta-
tion. Including them in the project would not benefit the 
city and could cause issues down the road if they were 
ever connected to. ADA requested that the city draft a 
letter to them stating that those did not need to be in 
the scope of work for the sidewalk project. Vorwald/
Williams to approve Resolution 2021-12 – Resolution 
Rejecting the Replacement of Sidewalks with an ADA 
Grant, for Only Two Sections of Sidewalks not Used in 
Fairbank, Iowa. Ayes: Five. Nay: None.

The state of Iowa has a statewide offset program for 
collection of funds. Section 8A.504 of the Code of Iowa 
provides for the offset of payments made by State of 
Iowa agencies to satisfy liabilities owed to Iowa gov-
ernment agencies. The Director of the Department of 
Administrative Services (DAS) is given the authority with 
other government agencies to participate in the pro-
gram. All agencies participating in the Offset Program 
must sign a “Memorandum of Understanding” and pro-
vide DAS with a liability file. Williams/T. Woods to ap-
prove Resolution 2021-08 – Approving a Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Iowa Department of Ad-
ministrative Services, State Accounting Enterprise, and 
the City of Fairbank, Iowa for Participation in the Income 
Offset Program. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

City health insurance coverage options were dis-
cussed to help with the finalizing of the updated per-
sonnel manual. T. Woods/R. Woods to terminate the 
option of family health insurance coverage for the city 
employees. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Discussion on the personnel manual continued. The 
latest changes will be updated and should be ready for 
approval on the May 10th meeting. Williams/Erickson 
to table the passing of the personnel manual until the 
next meeting after the updates are made. Ayes: Five. 
Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to approve Resolution 2021-
09 – Resolution Hiring Public Works Director effective 
June 1, 2021. Dave Jergens was hired at a pay rate of 
$85,000 salary per year with no pay for overtime, sal-
ary is reflective of not taking health insurance benefits. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None. Mayor Harter hired him effec-
tive immediately as Interim Public Works Director.

The council was presented with images of an op-
tion for striping for the police vehicle. Ben Delagardelle 
would design and apply the reflective vinyl and the 
quote of $918 was for the two sides and rear gate. R. 
Woods/Williams to approve the image with the larger 
“City of Fairbank” text. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

A new resident in town was inquiring about gravel 
being applied to an alley in their back yard between 
North Fourth Street and North Fifth Street. The home-
owners along the alley will be contacted and more in-
formation will be obtained in order to make a decision. 
Vorwald/Erickson to table until more information is re-
trieved. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

The elementary spring concert is scheduled for the 
same time as the next regular council meeting. Williams/
Erickson to approve the next regular council meeting for 
May 10th at 4:00 PM instead of 6:00 PM to give office 
staff and council the ability to attend the spring concert. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

The current budget year is ending June 30, 2021 and 
there are some changes needing to be amended to the 
numbers passed and approved in the spring of 2020. 
Williams/Erickson to approve Resolution 2021-10 – 
Resolution Setting Time and Place for a Public Hearing 
for an Amendment of FY2020-2021 City Budget. The 
public hearing will be on May 10 at 4:00 PM at City Hall, 
116 East Main Street, Fairbank, IA. Ayes: Five. Nays: 
None.

The playground equipment bought last year for West 
Bentley Park with the help of the Fun For Everyone 
committee is here and ready to be installed. Now that 
it is nicer weather, Councilwoman Erickson said she 
would make some calls and try and get a plan in place 
for some volunteers. They will get a date set then let the 
community know about it.

Vorwald/T. Woods to adjourn at 7:21 PM. Ayes: Five. 
Nays: None.

Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk

REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 10, 

2021. Mayor Harter called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Members present at City Hall: Williams, R. Woods, and Er-
ickson. Absent: Vorwald and T. Woods.  Also, present at City Hall: Brian 
Delagardelle, Wastewater Operator; Dave Jergens, Interim Public Works 
Director; Brittany Fuller, City Clerk; and Michelle Laube, Deputy Clerk.

Williams/R. Woods to approve the agenda. Ayes: Three. Nays: None.
During the public comment section Councilwoman Erickson stated that 

volunteers are needed to help with the playground installation at West Bent-
ley on Saturday morning May 15th around 8:00 AM.

Erickson/Williams to approve the minutes of the April 26th Regular Meet-
ing. Ayes: Three. Nays: None.

R. Woods/Erickson to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Ayes: Three. Nays: 
None. Receipts for the month of April were: General, $108,893.45; Special 
Revenue, $62,056.05; TIF, $17,549.14; Capital Projects, $4.58, Permanent 
Funds, $6.40; Proprietary, $272,105.78; and Transfers In, $174,555.00. Dis-
bursements for the month of April were: General, $43,142.13; Special Rev-
enue, $8,555.41; Proprietary, $140,358.39; and Transfers Out, $174,555.00. 
Balance on hand at close of business on April 30, 2021 was $4,856,186.57.

Williams/Erickson to open the public hearing on the FY 2021 Budget 
Amendment. Ayes: Three. Nays: None. There were no comments received 
orally or in writing. Erickson/R. Woods to close the public hearing. Ayes: 
Three. Nays: None.

Erickson/R. Woods to approve Resolution 2021-13 – Resolution Approv-
ing City Budget Amendment #1 and Certification for Fiscal Year 2021. Ayes: 
Three. Nays: None.

Williams/Erickson to approve the IC Youth to run the ball diamond con-
cessions again for season 2021. Ayes: Three. Nays: None.

Jason Kayser was present to discuss needed pool equipment upgrades. 
Councilman T. Woods arrived at 4:06 PM. The replacement of the 16-year-
old Lily Pads were quoted at $7,730.00 and he also discussed the possibil-
ity of adding a new slide with the left-over local option tax money collected 
years ago. More information will need to be gathered on the restrictions 
around spending that money. Williams/ T. Woods to approve the purchase 
of the lily pads through Recreation by Lemmie Jones LLC for $7,730.00. 
Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

Erickson/T. Woods to approve the fireworks permit for Fairbank Days. 
Fireworks are scheduled for Friday night, June 25th, around 9:30 PM. The 
rain date was approved for Saturday June 26th at 9:30 PM. The fire depart-
ment will be on the property with all necessary personnel and equipment. 
Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

The carnival that was lined up for Fairbank Days needs 3 phase power 
and they were wondering if they could borrow the city generator. Interim 
Public Works Director Jergens stated he didn’t see a problem with it and 
that they would have it filled up with gas and that the carnival could return 
in the same condition. The generator could be locked up at night as well. 
Erickson/T. Woods to approve the carnival using the city generator. Ayes: 
Four. Nays: None.

Discussion on a memorial bench at the ball diamond was tabled due to 
different plans with the project.

The personnel manual was ready for final approval. There had been no 
changes other than the insurance section since the last meeting. Williams/R. 
Woods to approve Resolution 2021-14 – Resolution to Approve the Person-
nel Policy Manual. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

A quote for $654.72 was received from Storey Kenworthy for two more 
half hexagon tables to make the u-shape main table bigger. This would 
provide two more seats at the council table. Williams/T. Woods to approve 
the purchase of the two tables for the council chambers. Ayes: Four. Nays: 
None.

Steven Schmitt with Gordon Flesch Company provided a quote to the 
City Clerk for a cloud option telephone system for city hall/police office, 
the library, and the fire station. The total cost for those departments was 
quoted at $270.90. This is a decrease in costs for a better system, upgraded 
telephone technology, and many options for transfers and mailboxes. The 
council agreed to start with those departments with eventually getting the 
aquatic center and fax lines through the system as the goal. Erickson/T. 
Woods to get the Avaya Cloud option telephone system through Gordon 
Flesch Company. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

Williams/Erickson to approve the cigarette permit for Casey’s Marketing. 
Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

T. Woods/Williams to approve the cigarette permit for the Fairbank Food 
Center. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.

R. Woods/Williams to approve the bills as presented. Ayes: Four. Nays: 
None.
AERO-MOD, Equipment                       $604.34
ALLSTATE RENTAL INC., Rental          $150.00
ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY, Supplies            $102.02
BARCO MUNICIPAL PRODUCTS, INC., Supplies $1,401.29
BLACK HAWK WASTE DISPOSAL, Services      $5,814.90
BUTLER COUNTY REC, Electric              $43,183.43
CAMPBELL SUPPLY-WATERLOO, Supplies       $490.20
CASEY’S GENERAL STORE, Gas $507.79
CEDAR VALLEY PUMP, LLC, Reimbursement         $85.00
CIT SEWER SOLUTIONS, Services            $7,822.47
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION, Natural Gas     $776.98
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION, Reservation     $3,590.27
CROSSROADS MOBILE MAINTENANCE, Services $1,122.50
BRIAN DELAGARDELLE, Cell Phone Reimbursement             $75.00
DON’S TRUCK SALES, Services              $227.92
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING & EQUIP, Services $1,400.00
ELITE SPORTS, Supplies                   $654.00
EMERGENCY MEDICAL PRODUCTS, Supplies     $1,833.95
FAIRBANK POSTMASTER, Apr Utility Bill Postage            $140.40
CITY OF FAIRBANK, Gas & Electric               $4,431.45
FARM WIN CO-OP, Lease                 $2.00
FIRE RESCUE SPECIALTY, Supplies          $115.00
BRITTANY FULLER, Mileage                $184.80
GALL’S INC., Supplies                    $357.70
GROTH SERVICES LLC, Services            $760.00
IOWA REGIONAL UTILITIES ASSOC., Water $6,905.13
IOWA UTILITIES BOARD, Fees          $1,235.00
IPERS, Benefits                         $4,000.90
DAVID JERGENS, Clothing Allowance/Cell Phone Reimbursement $150.37
JASON KAYSER, Reimbursement                   $399.99
KEYSTONE LABORATORIES, INC., Testing    $410.60
KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Training     $485.00
L-TRON CORPORATION, Equipment             $329.00
MEDIACOM, Cable & Phone/Internet                       $401.09
MERCYONE WATERLOO MEDICAL CENTER, Testing $24.00

MODERN BUILDING PRODUCTS, Supplies       $2,997.32
NSB/HSA - H S A Contributions                       $150.00
NSB/HSA- H S A Payroll Deductions         $290.00
OELWEIN PUBLISHING, Publishings             $314.05
OVERHEAD DOOR CO.OF WATERLOO, Services   $65.00
PRATT’S PEST CONTROL, Services           $40.00
PREMIER TECHNOLOGY, Services             $95.00
PRINT EXPRESS/BRENNAN PRINTING, Supplies $308.50
QUICK MED CLAIMS, Billing Services               $187.80
RANDY’S LAWN CARE, Services              $1,575.00
ROBERTS, STEVENS,PRENDERGAST, Attorney Fees $2,204.50
ROSENBAUER SOUTH DAKOTA LLC, Supplies    $574.27
NE SECURITY BANK , 4/1/2021 Payroll Processing Fee              $10.00
NE SECURITY BANK, 4/15/2021 Payroll Processing Fee               $7.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Void Check               $25.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Utility ACH Service Charge               $10.00
FRED SIGGELKOV, Rent                $900.00
TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA, Apr Sales Tax        $2,987.07
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA, Apr Excise Tax        $1,185.28
TURF & LANDSCAPE, INC., Services         $790.00
U. S. TREASURY, 941 Taxes                 $6,524.80
U.S. BANK, PEFA Gas                      $8,210.03
UNITYPOINT CLINIC-OCCUPATIONAL, Testing $42.00
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO., Supplies          $2,437.84
VAN WERT, INC, Supplies                  $288.92
VERIZON WIRELESS, Cell Phones               $158.66
VISA, Training/Supplies                           $761.19
WELLMARK, Premium                      $3,526.89
BRENT WIERCK, Services                   $750.00
WINDSTREAM ENTERPRISE, Services          $459.56
The Library Board approved the following bills on May 5, 2021:
BAKER & TAYLOR INC., Books            $355.36
CITY OF FAIRBANK, Gas & Electric               $178.11
ETRINGER ELECTRIC LLC, Services          $12,883.04
NE SECURITY BANK, 4/15/2021 Payroll Processing Fee               $3.00
ROCK IT OUT DRYWALL, Services            $11,500.00
WINDSTREAM ENTERPRISE, Services          $69.03

Jergens reported to the council that the bathrooms at the parks were up 
and running and that they have continued to stay super busy with locates 
for the fiber optic company installing the fiber optics. They had been work-
ing on the pool as well getting it ready for opening day. Mayor Harter told 
the council on behalf of Part-time Police Chief Everding that the new squad 
car was scheduled on the 24th of May for equipment installation. Due to 
some vandalism on the island, clean up was needed on the shelter. Mayor 
Harter also was asked about the possibility of having people donate the 
lights on Main Street when the Main Street project is underway. They could 
be identified with a plaque and donations could be based on a percentage 
of the cost of the light or a set amount. More information will be looked into 
for that possible project. Councilwoman Erickson said that Sara Langel with 
OnMedia would like to come to the council with ideas for a commercial us-
ing the video that Stone Kane created for the city. She will be added to the 
next agenda for May 24th.  

R. Woods/T. Woods to adjourn at 4:41 PM. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk

Woods Funeral Home
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Residential 
Building 

Lot 
$25,000

JUST 
LISTED!

2.29 Acres m/l   
Great Building 

Potential

$78,000 
624 4th Ave. SW

Oelwein
2 bedroom, brick ranch. 

1 updated bath, 
newer kitchen, steel roof, 

oversized garage.

$99,000
818 7th Ave. NE, Oelwein 

Oelwein ranch, 3 bedrooms, 
1 3/4 baths, updated flooring 

& paint, kitchen updates, LL 
family room, awesome 3-4 
Season Room overlooking 

wooded area.

$38,000
945 S. Frederick, 

Oelwein
2 bedroom, 1 bath, 

HUGE yard.

$59,500
433 3rd Ave. SE, 

Oelwein
Large 2 bedroom 

home with attached 2 
car garage, corner lot.

NEW
Listing!

$155,900 
516 2nd Ave. SE
Independence

Great corner location for this sharply 
updated 2 bedrm, 1 updated bath, 

main flr. laundry, updated kitchen, (2) 
1 car +2 car gar., patio.


