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City Councilmen Ted Vorwald, Ron Woods 
and Tyler Woods put up a large sign in front 
of the Little Island Day Care Center that will 
show the progress towards the Day Care’s 
fundraising goal.

Little Island Day Care makes 
plans for expansion

The Little Island Day Care Cen-
ter in Fairbank opened its doors 
in 2001 to be able to offer day care 
services to the many young families 
in the community. They currently 
serve approximately 55 families 
from the surrounding area. Howev-
er, they also have a waiting list with 
over a year-long wait to get in.

With Fairbank growing, child-
care is in bigger demand than ever. 
Therefore, Little Island Day Care is 
in the beginning phases of a fun-
draising project to enable them to 
add on to the current building as 
well as make some needed updates.  
Since they are a non-profit organi-

Exciting news for residents and businesses in Fairbank 
– construction for Little Wapsie Communications was 
to begin on Monday, April 5th, 2021, weather permit-
ting, on their Fiber-to-the-Home project. Work crews 
plan to work Monday thru Thursday, 7am to 7pm.

We have hired a new technician, Ethan Kleitsch.    
Ethan is a Wapsie Valley graduate and is currently 
coaching Track at Wapsie Valley. We are excited to 
have him as part of our team. Ethan, along with Joe Re-
genold, Clinton Watts, Dan Lundt, and myself, Sharon 
Huck, will be contacting each business and resident for 
permission to put a drop to your home or business.   

Please remember, this is FREE of charge with the ini-
tial build of our fiber to the home project, even if you 
choose not to subscribe to our services at this time. 
If you choose to subscribe at a later date, you will be 
charged time/material for installing.

Please contact our offices with any questions or con-
cerns.  

Oran Mutual Telephone Co. – 319-638-6006 
or RTC Communications – 319-279-3375.
Visit our website at www.littlewapsie.com

 for more information and to 
sign up for having a drop installed. 

You may also email: csr@readlyntelco.com

Fiber-to-the-Home 
project starting
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zation, they are looking for dona-
tions and pledges to help with this 
project.

The new 40’ x 42’ addition will 
be on the north side of the exist-
ing building. It will add two new 
rooms. Also, the current kitchen 

would be moved to the new addi-
tion.

Day care facilities are an impor-
tant asset for any community – it 
makes it possible for parents to 
have a safe and reliable place to 
leave their kids and go to their jobs 
or to further their education, etc. 
To young families starting out, it’s 

important to know that child care 
will be available when they need it.

Anyone wishing to help out with 
this project can send a donation 
directly to: Little Island Child Care 
Center, P.O. Box 38, Fairbank, 
Iowa 50629; or they can drop off 
their donation at the Center.

We are a month closer to summer.  I hope many 
of you have had the opportunity to be vaccinated for 
COVID-19 so you can enjoy summer and the activi-
ties it brings.

Speaking of summer and warmer weather, if you 
would like to take a survey about having bike paths 
in Fairbank, there is one on the Fairbank Facebook 
page. You also can call City Hall with your ideas. It 
is my hope that any bike path will also be a walking 
path.  Two students from the CAP (Center for Ad-
vanced Professional Studies) at the high school have 
been doing a fantastic job in working to make the 
paths a reality.  They are even helping write grants to 
help with cost.  The students are Christopher Tibbetts 
and Sydnie Martin, both who are high school students 
at Wapsie Valley.  I really appreciate all of their hard 
work in this endeavor.

I have been asked to inform everyone that there is 
a group raising money for lights for the High School 
softball and baseball fields.  It is my understanding 
they need about $70,000 to make the lights a reality.  
If you are interested in helping, please contact Brent 
Sauerbrei, Chad Van Daele, or me.  Any assistance 
from the community would be greatly appreciated.

At the March 22 City Council Meeting, Ben Dela-
gardelle was hired as a Public Works employee for the 
city of Fairbank and will be starting the first part of 
April.  This brings Fairbank back to having three peo-
ple in the department.  Welcome Ben!

My wife and I were very honored to be invited to at-
tend the Fireman’s Banquet.  I would like to congratu-
late those who were honored for their service. Most of 
all though, I want to thank all of the members of the 
Fairbank Fire and Ambulance  Departments.  As you 
know these people gladly volunteer their time so they 
may serve our community. Fairbank is very fortunate 
in having these volunteers! A BIG THANK YOU TO 
ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION and SER-
VICE to Fairbank and the surrounding area!

As we open up more and start having group meet-
ings and social gatherings, please remember to be safe.  
Reports are that we may have the virus for quite some 
time.  Masks and social distancing will  continue to be 
factors in the slow down of Covid.

With the Major League Baseball season beginning, 
it is time to say, “GO YANKEES”!!

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy

Come learn about Hops and 
how to grow them while checking 
out Buchanan County’s new brew-
ery!  With the popularity of Craft 
Breweries around the state as well 
as right her in Buchanan County, 
there is one essential element that 
is involved. Hops! Growing Hops 
is an emerging industry within 
the state of Iowa. Have you ever 
wondered if growing hops could 
become more than a hobby, but a 
full-fledged business opportunity?  

Join Buchanan County Eco-
nomic Development at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 25th at Allerton 
Brewing Company in downtown 
Independence (110 1st. St. E.) to 
learn more.

Our featured speaker is Keri 
Byrum of the Cedar Falls Hops 
Company as she provides insight 
to the importance of Hops in the 
development of a quality beer. By-
rum is a horticulturist with a de-
gree in Biology from the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa and she also 
holds a Master of Science from 
the University of Delaware. She 
and her husband decided to move 
back to Iowa to take over her fa-
ther’s drainage tile business and in 
2017 they established the Cedar 
Falls Hops Company. Byrum said 
of her decision, “My background 
is in horticulture and landscap-
ing, so I needed something that I 
was passionate about, too.  After 
some research and making some 
connections we decided that hops 
seemed like a great combination 

of my skills, my father’s farming 
background and our love of beer! 
After nearly four years we have 
learned a lot!”  Cedar Falls Hops 
Company currently has 7 acres 
devoted to four different varieties 
of Iowa hops which they sell pri-
marily in Iowa.  

Byrum will be talking about the 
difference between wild and do-
mesticated hops as well as how to 
grow and take care of them. The 
agenda for the night is as follows:

• History and Culture of Hops
• From Roots to Shoots – Un-

derstanding the Anatomy of  Hops
• A Year of Hops – Hop plant life 

cycle
• Structure of Growing Hops
• Caring for Hops
• Harvesting Hops
• The Future of Hops in Iowa 

and the Midwest

• How to 
brew your 
own beer at 
home

The Local 
Brew Club 
of Independence will be provid-
ing samples of beers made with 
hops grown by Cedar Falls Hops 
Company and Allerton Brewing 
Company has created a special 
beer from the hops they will be 
debuting that night at a discount-
ed price!

To sign up for the Growing Hops 
event go to www.growbuchanan.
com/hops , or call Buchanan 
County ISU Extension and Out-
reach, 319-334-7161 to register.  
For more information contact 
BCEDC Director Lisa Kremer at 
director@growbuchanan.com or 
call 319-334-7497.

Keri Byrum

How to Grow Hops in Buchanan County!

Just a reminder – the Fairbank 
Days Committee would appreciate 
your can donations again this year.  
Your empty cans help them put on 
a great Fairbank Island Days fire-
works show year after year!

 The can donation trailer is lo-
cated on the south side of Myers 

Polaris, across from Casey’s.
ABSOLUTELY NO GLASS 

should be left at the trailer. Please 
put redeemable items in bags be-
fore setting them in the trailer. 
This makes it easier and cleaner for 
our volunteers and the redemption 
centers also.

The committee would also like 
to thank their sponsors – Myers 
Polaries for letting them park the 
trailer near their building; and 
Chance Beierschmitt for loaning 
them the trailer

SUPPORT THE CAN DRIVE
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Warrior Way & More
March 2021

The harsh weather of January and February has hopefully 
passed and we can continue the spring with more seasonal 
weather that includes sunshine. We did partake in our first full 
virtual day in February, and this virtual learning day went very 
well. We are prepared to continue this mode of learning if needed, to 
avoid adding more days onto the end of the school calendar. Wapsie 
Valley is hopeful that the March/April weather will not require the district to uti-
lize any additional virtual days. 

The Wapsie Valley Community School District is thrilled to see the Covid-19 
positivity rates decreasing in all the surrounding counties and at a state level. The 
staff at Wapsie Valley CSD who chose to be vaccinated will all have received a first 
dose by the first week of March. We are grateful that the availability and admin-
istration of the vaccines has reached school personnel locally. We continue to be 
vigilant with our Return to Learn Plans with mitigation precautions and increased 
sanitation procedures.   

Congratulations to the athletic teams and fine arts members who have com-
peted this past few months. Congratulations to the girls and boys basketball teams, 
wrestling team, and fine arts participants for their accomplishments this year. A 
particular shout-out goes out to Dawson Schmit and Easton Krall who both quali-
fied for the Iowa State Wrestling Tournament. Dawson earned a 3rd place finish in 
his sophomore year after a 4th place finish last year. Easton wrestled as a freshman 
in his first state tournament appearance. The Wapsie Valley students are dusting 
off their golf clubs, track shoes, musical instruments, and rehearsal scripts. We 
have a variety of vocal and musical concerts, speech contests, a musical play, track 
and golf meets to get ready for this spring. Also, we are extremely excited that 
Wapsie Valley will be having a Prom celebration this year!  

I want to personally thank our school nurse, McKayla Bellis, for her countless 
hours at any time of the day or week helping our staff, students and families navi-
gate the pandemic situation. Her diligent efforts helped to keep consistency in 
dealing with case by case situations during the past year of the pandemic.  

We wish you a safe and healthy spring season! 
Stay Warrior Strong and Safe, 
Dave Larson - Wapsie Valley CSD Superintendent

Huge thank you to the Fairbank Food Center for 
sponsoring our Student of the Month Lunch!

(Back Row:) Hayden Szurley was nominated because “Hayden is helpful to other 
students and has a positive attitude!”

Dayton Jergens was nominated because “He is always attentive, polite, courteous, 
and helpful to everybody in class.  He also asks questions or seeks out help to make 
sure he’s doing the best work possible on assignments.  Dayton doesn’t have to be 
told to redo work for a higher assessment - he takes the initiative and does it on his 
own”.

Asa Kelley was nominated because “Congratulations for receiving all division 1 
ratings from all three judges on their Ensemble Acting script, “Metatheatre”!!”

Chris Tibbott was nominated because “Congratulations for receiving all division 
1 ratings from all three judges on their Ensemble Acting script, “Metatheatre”!!”

(Front Row:) Brylee Bellis was nominated because “Brylee is a responsible and 
organized student. She always ensures she lets a teacher know if she needs extra 
help and communicates well. She is a leader!”

Austin Franck was nominated because “Austin always pushes herself to do her 
best work. She’s always willing to help classmates with their work. People can count 
on her to be a helpful partner and a good listener.”

Congratulations students!
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This horse and cart were used, in Fairbank, to go to the Railroad Depot to pick up the mail and bring it 
back to the Post Office each day.                                  Photo courtesy of Maury & Wilma Welsh

This board was constructed in the 1940’s to list the names of all those, from Fairbank, who served in 
World War II. It stood along Main Street in the lot east of the Post Office. The boy in the picture is point-
ing to his brother’s name “Kenneth Hein”.  Photo courtesy of Maury & Wilma Welsh

The Buchanan County Economic De-
velopment Commission (BCEDC) has 
created the Business and Community 
Website Marketing Grant that is available 
to small businesses (25 employees or less), 
communities and non-profit organiza-
tions within Buchanan County that have 
been impacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

The pandemic essentially caused the en-
tire country to grind to a halt. In-person 
sales, meetings and communication be-
came impossible.  This opened the eyes 
to many businesses, communities, and 
organizations to the importance of having 
an online presence to be able to communi-
cate to constituents and customers.  With 
the prolonged closures it also became es-
sential for businesses to provide a platform 
for selling their goods and services.  Those 
with these online tools, such as a function-
ing, mobile friendly website fared much 
better than those without.  BCEDC has 
developed this grant as a way to help those 
that do not have an online presence to cre-
ate one and therefore make them more 
competitive now and more resilient in the 
future if we should ever be faced with a 
similar situation.

Keeping things local is an important 
component of this grant.  To that end, 
BCEDC has teamed up with Fusion For-
ward to provide special pricing for web-
sites and website upgrading through this 
grant.  BCEDC will be awarding full and 
partial grants that can be used for: 1. Web-
site Development, 2. Website redevelop-
ment to make your website user friendly 
and 3. Upgrading a website to make it mo-
bile friendly.  

The grant application period is now 
open, and grants must be submitted to 
BCEDC by March 31st, 2021.  For more 
detailed information and to get a grant 
application go to www.growbuchanan.
com/website-grant/ or click Business and 
Community Website Grant under Bul-
letin Board at www.growbuchanan.com.  
You can also get an application by email-
ing BCEDC Executive Director Lisa Kre-
mer at director@growbuchanan.com or 
stop into the Buchanan County Economic 
Development office at 112 1st St. E., Inde-
pendence.

The grant is made possible by an Iowa 
Northland Regional Economic Develop-
ment Commission (IRREDC) Economic 
Resiliency Planning and Response Grant.

Business and Community Website 
Grant Available through Buchanan 

County Economic Development



Deadline for the May issue of the 
Fairbank Islander 

is Wednesday, April 28th

Submit articles at the Fairbank Library
or e-mail to:  f.library@mchsi.com
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Attention 
Fairbank Utility Customer!

FAIRBANK MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
Resolving Customer Complaints

All of us at Fairbank Municipal Utilities do our 
best to make sure your utility service is as 

good as it can be. So if you have a complaint, 
we’d like to resolve it as quickly as possible. 
By calling (319) 635-2869, you can reach a 

utility representative qualified to assist in 
resolving complaints as they arise.

If your complaint is related to service 
disconnection, safety, or renewable energy, 

and Fairbank Municipal Utilities does not 
resolve your complaint, you may request 

assistance from the: 

Iowa Utilities Board
1375 E. Court Ave. Room 69
Des Moines, IA, 50319-0069

1-877-565-4450
 or email at: customer@iub.iowa.go

NOTICE
Construction for Little Wapsie 
Communications will begin on 

Monday, April 5th, 2021, weather 
permitting.    Work crews plan to work 

Mon-Thurs 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
If you would like a fiber drop installed 

to your home/business, please 
complete the authorization form that 

was sent earlier and return to:  
Please remember, if a fiber drop is not 
installed during construction and you 
wish to have service at a later date, 

you will be charged time/material for 
installing at that time.   

PET LICENSING
REMINDER – All city residents with pets over the 
age of four months are required to be licensed by 
the city. This license is to be renewed annually. 
This license is to be renewed annually. The cost is 
$10.00 per animal if purchased on or before June 

30
th

 of each year. On July 1
st

 an additional $5.00 
penalty attaches. If the animal is purchased July 

1
st

 or later, the license can be obtained for $10.00 
with a dated bill of sale proving the date of 
purchase. Also, to be licensed, you must show 
proof that the animal has been vaccinated against 
rabies.  It is prohibited to have animals running at 
large within the city limits.

Wapsie Valley 
CAPS Corner
The Wapsie Valley School 

District has introduced a new 
course offered to current Juniors 
and Seniors. This new course is 
called Center for Advanced Pro-
fessional Studies (aka, CAPS). 
CAPS offers high school and 
college credits to students de-
spite its “un-class” approach.

The CAPS program was first 
introduced to the Cedar Falls 
community school district with 
the belief that a hard-working 
and knowledgeable workforce 
is crucial to the development 
of society as a whole. CAPS is 
achieving this goal by taking 
students out of their school rou-
tine and putting them into the 
business world. Student associ-
ates then work together with lo-
cal businesses to work on proj-
ects the businesses set forth.

As associates are working they 
develop the four main corner-
stones of CAPS: problem solv-
ing, professional skills, innova-
tion, and career exploration. 
CAPS is the connection of busi-
ness and education to better the 
workforce of tomorrow.

CAPS is always looking for 
help from the community. If 
you have any projects, or want 
to help out please contact Hal-
ey Tiedt at htiedt@wapsieval-
leyschools.org

By MIRA SCHMITT-CASH r
reporter@oelweindailyregister.com

The Fairbank City Council heard from 
all-terrain and utility vehicle enthusiasts 
such as J.J. Little and others wishing to ex-
tend the operating hours from 5 a.m. to 10 
p.m. at the Feb. 22 council meeting, chal-
lenging an initial council ordinance pro-
posal that would have set operating hours 
from 5 a.m. Until 9 p.m.

On Monday, a majority of four council 
members voted to extend hours until 10 

p.m., revising the proposed ordinance, 
waiving subsequent readings and adopting 
it. Councilman Tyler Woods abstained. 
He works for the local small vehicle dealer 
Myers Polaris.

The vehicles must have headlights.
The former city ATV ordinance only 

allowed the vehicles to be driven during 
daylight hours, based on Department of 
Natural Resources guidelines. According 
to timeanddate.com, the sun sets just be-
fore 9 p.m. Daylight Saving Time on the 

longest days of the year. It says the sunrise 
to sunset will be from 5:40 a.m. to 8:52 
p.m. on June 21 and 22 this year.

But multiple ATV enthusiasts said they 
wanted to use the vehicles for practical 
purposes outside daylight hours, such as 
clearing snow or farm work.

Operators already are required to have a 
valid driver’s license and abide by regular 
driving rules such as “drive sober or get 
pulled over.” Drivers are governed by the 
most local jurisdiction.

Fairbank amends ATV hours

Mary Bodensteiner, Chapter Reporter
On Saturday, March 13th, Wapsie Val-

ley FFA members traveled to the Inde-
pendence High School to compete at the 
Northeast District Convention. To attend 
Districts this year, members had to com-
pete in an event or to serve as their chap-
ter’s delegates for District officer elections. 
Competing at Districts requires count-
less hours of practice for competition and 
preparation of the three officer books to 
be judged. 

Our chapter’s President, Kalyee Kleitsch, 
received first gold in Job Interview Satur-
day and is excited about the opportunity 
to compete at State her senior year. “I am 
planning on getting in as much practice as 
I can with a lot of mock interviews.” She is 
looking forward to seeing how the Con-
vention will be set up differently, since it 
will be held in Des Moines this year rather 
than at  Iowa State University, as in previ-
ous years.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions, all 
quizzes were taken in Ag classes preced-
ing the in-person Convention. Everyone 
worked extremely hard and represented 
Wapsie Valley FFA very well! 

Congratulations to all who competed, 
and good luck to those advancing to the 
State Convention this April! 

Results from Saturday are listed below:

Chapter Website: Austin Hesse - Gold
Conduct of Meetings: Lily Schwickerath, 

Kali Lampe, Reese Pine, Brody Kleitsch, 	
Ava VanDaele, Mady Richards, Caitlyn 
Rechkemmer - Silver 

Extemporaneous Speaking: Sydney 
Matthias – Silver

Job Interview: Kaylee Kleitsch - 1st 
Gold, Advance to State

Reporter’s Scrapbook: Mary Boden-
steiner - 2nd Gold, Advance to State

Secretary’s Book: Courtney Schmitz - 
3rd Gold, Alternate to State

Treasure’s Book: Ethan Oltrogge - 3rd 
Gold, Alternate to State

Greenhand Quiz: Kali Lampe - 2nd, 
Mady Richards - 2nd, Livie Shannon - 4th, 
Matilda Miller - 5th, Lily Schwickerath - 
5th, Reese Pine - 7th, Noah Richards - 	
8th

Chapter Quiz: Elle Voy - 6th, Keegon 
Brown - 8th

Farm Business Management: Brok 
Grober and Tylen Heirsh 

Delegates: Mary Bodensteiner and Ava 
VanDaele

Wapsie Valley FFA Members Attend NE District Convention: Back Row: (Left to Right) Austin Hesse, Brody 
Kleistch, Mr. Forsyth, Mary Bodensteiner, Kaylee Kleitsch, Kali Lampe, and Mady Richards  Front Row: Lily 
Schwickerath, Ava VanDaele, Caitlyn Rechkemmer and Reese Pine .

Wapsie Valley FFA represented well at District Convention
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To help a neighbor

Add a

“PS”….

“PS” is Project Share – a program that assists needy 

households in paying their winter energy bills. You can 

help this effort by adding a regular Project Share 

contribution to your utility payment, or by making a 

direct donation to Project Share. These funds are 

distributed to your neighbors in need.

A local social service agency carefully identifies those 

residents who qualify, and a local committee oversees 

Project Share to guarantee that all contributions are 

handled equitably and efficiently.

Adding a “PS” – a Project Share contribution to your 

utility payment each month is a simple way to share 

some warmth with those who need it. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Yes, I’d like to help a neighbor with a tax-deductible 

contribution to Project Share.

_______________________________________________

Name

_______________________________________________

Address

_____________________________________________________

City                                                                            Phone

City of Fairbank

PO Box 447

P: 319-635-2869

Fairbank City 
Yard Waste Rules

Please make sure items are 
going to the designated area.

COMPOST
Grass Clippings

Leaves
Flowers/Garden Waste

BRUSH PILE
Small Branches

Twigs

NOT ALLOWED
Plastic, lumber, furniture, 

bricks, rocks, tree 
stumps, etc.

SURVEILLANCE  – There are 
cameras up to monitor what is 
being dropped off. If a person is 
caught disobeying these rules, 
they will be penalized, and they 
will be responsible for haul 
away fees.

If you have any questions, please 

contact City Hall at 

319-635-2869

Thank you for your cooperation!

ATOM BOMBERS 
4-H MEETS

By Wally Kaufman
The Atom Bombers 4-H club met on Sunday, March 

14th at the Immaculate Conception Parish Center in 
Fairbank. The meeting was called at 6:00 by Reese Peine. 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Wally Kaufman. Roll 
call was what is your favorite thing about spring? The 
secretary’s report was given by Destry Peine. The trea-
surer’s report was given by Brody Kleitch.

Reese reviewed the March 4-H newsletter and high-
lighted registration and weight in details for the differ-
ent animals that will be shown at the fair. Also shared for 
any 4-H member exhibiting swine, beef cattle, poultry, 
dairy cattle, sheep, goats, and rabbits at the Buchanan 
County Fair will be required to be certified in the Youth 
for the Quality Care of Animals. All training will be tak-
en online only.

The club is working to organize ditch clean up in 
early May. The 4-H pledge was led by Elle Voy. Wally 
Kaufman made a presentation on making a coat rack. 
Elle Voy made a presentation on making a shoe rack. 
The Kaufmans and the Voys served beverages and 
snacks. The next meeting will be April 11th, hosted by 
the Kleitsch family.

By Mary Bodensteiner, 
Chapter Reporter

Through FFA, students have 
the opportunity to be involved in 
numerous career and leadership 
events, otherwise known as CDEs 
and LDEs. These individual and 
team events require hours of prep-
aration to compete at different lev-
els of competition. It all starts at 
Sub-Districts, where participants 
can advance on to districts. After 
that, State Convention, then the 
best of the best, can move on to 
Nationals in Indianapolis Indiana.

The Wapsie FFA Chapter takes 
competition seriously. Members 
at Wapsie have been working 
extremely hard before and after 
school, for the past few months, to 

represent their chap-
ter the best that they 
can. All their work was 
put to the test at Sub-
Districts on Wednes-
day, February 24th, at 
Hawkeye Community 
College. Wapsie was 
represented in seven 
different events. No other mem-
bers or spectators were able to at-
tend, due to COVID-19 concerns, 
unlike in past years. 	 The re-
sults from Wednesday are listed 
below.

Ag Broadcasting: Clayton Her-
shey - Gold

Creed Speaking: Brock Kleitsch 
- 4th Gold, Alternate

Job Interview: Kaylee Kleitsch - 

1st Gold, Advance
Public Speaking: 

Bridget Seemann - Silver
E x t e m p o r a n e o u s 

Speaking: Sydney Mat-
thias - 2nd Gold, Ad-
vance

Conduct of Meet-
ings: Lily Schwickerath, 

Kali Lampe, Reese Peine, Brody 
Kleitsch, Ava VanDaele, Mady 
Richards, and Caitlyn Rechkem-
mer - 1st Gold, Advance

Ag Sales: Cannon Joerger - Sil-
ver

Congratulations to all who 
competed! Good luck to the con-
testants who moved on to com-
pete at Districts on March 13th at 
Independence High School!

Wapsie FFA members attended Sub-Districts in Waterloo
Back Row: (Left to Right)  Mr. Forsyth, Sydney Matthias, Kaylee Kleitsch, Cannon Joerger, Brock Kleitsch, Clayton Hershey, Brody Kleitsch, 
and Ava VanDaele Front Row: Mady Richards, Bridget Seemann, Reese Peine, Lily Schwickerath, Kali Lampe, and Caitlyn Rechkemmer

Wapsie Valley FFA Takes on Sub-Districts



By: Robert Shields
Maurice “Morris” Strafford Hitchcock was born to Ar-

son and Susan (Wye) Hitchcock on 2 June, 1828 in Mar-
shall, Oneida County, New York. Anson Hitchcock was a 
deacon of the Hanover Congregational Church in Mar-
shall. Morris was as a strict Congregationalist until he 
moved to Fairbank, then converted to the Baptist faith. 
While growing up, Morris’ father and uncles were ac-
tive pioneers in the temperance and anti-slavery reforms 
of the day, and Morris became an active member of the 
Greenback Party following its inception after the War of 
the Rebellion, which would later influenced his opinions 
as a newspaper editor. Following the completion of his 
education in The Marshall School, Morris began teach-
ing in New York at the age of 18 and later taught several 
terms in Iowa. Mr. Hitchcock moved to Clayton County, 
Iowa in the fall of 1854. On 8 December, 1856 he married 
Catharine H. Humphrey, to them were born six children.

In 1873, Hitchcock bought a farm in Madison Town-
ship, Buchanan County. He purchased The Independence 
Advocate in 1880, but his Greenback Party leaning was 
not well liked and the paper suffered. In the summer of 
1886, Morris sold the Advocate and started The Fairbank 
View in Fairbank, the towns’ first publication. The Fair-
bank View was a weekly newspaper released each Friday 
by “M. S. Hitchcock and Son Publishing.” At the time, 
The View rivaled in quality with any of the newspapers in 
Northeast Iowa. Morris Hitchcock continued to publish 
the paper until his sudden death in 1891. His youngest 
son, William, and daughter, Lillian, then took over the 
publication. They installed a new press, expanded the pa-
per to six columns, and purchased a gasoline engine in 
Chicago to power the press in June of 1892.

In the years following Hitchcock’s death and the pass-
ing of the publication to his children, The Fairbank View 
went through several changes in terms of ownership, 
production and name.

In January 1894, Hitchcock’s children sold The View 
to W. S. Steele of Kingsley, Iowa, who sold it to Charles 
Thompson of Fairbank in March of the same year. In 
February of 1897 Frank Patterson bought half interest in 
the paper, and renamed the business: Thompson and Pat-
terson Publishing. Dr. Bothwell bought Patterson’s share 
in December of that year and replaced the gas engine 
for the business. In March of 1913, L. D. Truitt becomes 
owner and editor of the publication, and later sold The 
View to William A. Alexander. Charles Grantham pur-
chased The Fairbank View, in July of 1921, and changed 
the name to, The Four County Advocate. At the time, the 
term “Four County” was a popular phrase for the area 
where the four counties intersected west of Fairbank. The 
phrase “Four County” was also used by other groups in 
the area. Grantham published The Advocate through 
1928 when Ed Kane purchased it. Publishing of the peri-
odical stopped completely in 1930.

The following is printed verbatim from the first page 
of issue one of the Fairbank View, published October 8, 
1886. Some areas of the paper had trivial damage from 
age. “UNREADABLE” is inserted as a place holder for the 
damaged text. I would like to thank Ella Weepie for tran-
scribing the paper. Printed here is the first half of page 
one and the second half of the page will be printed next 

month. There are numerous spelling and grammatical 
errors but they are printed as they appeared. This pro-
vides an interesting snapshot of life in Fairbank in the fall 
of 1886.

THE FAIRBANK VIEW.
Vol. 1.--No. 1.FAIRBANK, IOWA, 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1886. $1.50 per Year.
ISSUES EVERY WEEK BY, M. S. Hitchcock & Son.

CHURCH AND SOCIETY DIRECTORY.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL: Rev. O. K. Maynard pas-
tor. Services, every alternate Sunday at 11 A. M. and 
7:30 P. M. Sunday School every Sunday at 10 A. M, F. W. 
Nichols Supt. Prayer meetings every Thursday evening.
FREE WILL BAPTIST: Rev. I. W. Drew, pastor. Ser-
vices, every alternate Sunday at 11 A. M. and 7:30 P. M. 
Prayer meetings every Thursday evening.
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN: (German.) Rev. C. Kue-
ffner, pastor. Services, every Sunday morning.
CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-
TION: (Catholic) Rev. Father Thomas Murtagh, Priest. 
Services, three Sundays in four, at 10:45 A. M. Services 
Saturday and Sunday evenings.
A. F. and A. M.: Fairbank Lodge No. 148, meets every 
Friday evening on or before full moon, in Meyers’ Hall. 
L. D. Lowell, W. M.
A. O. U. W.: Fairbank Lodge No. 222, meets every alter-
nate Saturday evening in Higby’s Hall. S. W. Ross, M. W
G. A. R.: Fairbank Post meets every Saturday evening 
on or before full moon in Meyers’ Hall. C. H. Wright, 
Commander.

Salutatory
THE VIEW, as a stranger in a new town, salutes the 

people of Fairbank and vicinity with its profoundest bow. 
It comes to take up a permanent abode here, to take its 
place among the industries and enterprises of this com-
munity and to extend to each a fraternal hand. It comes 
to bear a part in developing the latent resources and ca-
pabilities of a town and country rich in natural advan-
tages, and expects always to encourage and assist by good 
words and helpful deeds every enterprise tending to ad-
vance the interests of the community or promote the wel-
fare of its citizens.

THE VIEW will aim to give its readers the news from 
an extensive region hitherto destitute of newspaper rep-
resentation, and, in addition to the local news of the town 
and surrounding country, will compile for its readers the 
more important news from the counties of Buchanan, 
Fayette, Bremer, and Blackhawk, thus making its visits 
desirable to the inhabitants of an extended circuit com-
posed of the contiguous corners of the four counties 
named. THE VIEW will take no part in partisan poli-
tics, but, will endeavor to present to truth with candor 
and impartiality. If it shall at any time discuss questions 
of public or national importance, it will be from a practi-
cal, scientific, or philosophical “UNREADABLE” society.

With the above stated purposes in view, THE VIEW 
hopes for the good will and patronage of every citizen 
and aims to make its visits welcome and profitable in ev-
ery family and to old and young alike.

THE FAIRBANK VIEW desires to be greeted with 
that cordiality which will make success easy and which 
will enable it at once to enter upon a career of usefulness 
and profit to the community in which it has taken up its 
abode.

While we have no doubt that Fairbank is destined to 
be an important town and that we shall succeed in es-

tablishing a newspaper here that will be a credit to the 
place and an important factor in developing its business 
and promoting its growth, yet the citizens of this com-
munity must bear in mind and in no case forget that our 
capabilities for no usefulness depend entirely upon the 
patronage and encouragement which we receive from 
them. If we are to be of any benefit to them we must have 
their prompt support. We expect to have it, and already 
have material evidence that it will be forthcoming. We 
hope every citizen who values our enterprise will con-
stitute himself a committee of one to visit his neighbors 
and awaken their interest and obtain their subscription 
to THE VIEW.

Within one month from this date every citizen within 
a radius of five miles each way from this office should be-
come a subscriber to THE FAIRBANK VIEW. Of course 
it is impossible for us to see all these people within that 
time. We are consequently compelled to rely on the good 
will and kind offices of those who are friendly to our en-
terprise (and who is not?) to bring the subject up to their 
friends and canvass each other. The importance of such 
work cannot be overstated. It is indispensable. Who will 
engage in the laudable effort of putting THE VIEW upon 
the substantial basis of a large subscription list? Recollect, 
the size of our list will be the test of our usefulness. Who 
will bring into this office one, two, three, five or more 
subscribers to THE VIEW next week?

FAIRBANK: The town of Fairbank is situated on the 
east branch of the Wapsipinicon river in the Township 
of Fairbank, the town plat lying “UNREADABLE” rods 
south of the Fayette county line and about a mile and a 
half easterly from the county corners of Buchanan, Fay-
ette, Bremer, and Blackhawk. It is in the line of the new 
Chicago, St. Paul, & Kansas City railroad, which is now 
rapidly approaching completion, and is about 18 miles 
from Independence, 35 miles from West Union, 25 miles 
from Waverly, and 25 miles from Waterloo. It is sur-
rounded by a very rich country of original prairie and 
timber, now divided into valuable farms, adorned with 
numerous well-built mansions “UNREADABLE” in 
many cases with large and costly barns.

Continued next month.

History of 
Morris Strafford 

Hitchcock’s creation 
from inception to 

conclusion
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Business DirectoryBusiness Directory
“Support Your Local Businesses ~ they're the heartbeat of America”

Building & Repairs
Modern Building Products

RICK & CINDY WOODS
511 N. 4th Street N.E.

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2355

Woods Construction Inc.
RON, CAROL,

COLLIN & CHRIS WOODS
505 2nd Street N.E.

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2308

Dry Crik Construction
IVAN A. MAST

1275 Indiana Ave.
Hazleton, Iowa 50641

(319) 283-8871

Fairbank Plumbing & Heating
BRAD & ADAM BACHMAN

Fairbank, Iowa
(641) 330-1233 (319) 635-2229

Family Needs
Schmidtke Video Systems

DUANE SCHMIDTKE
303 N. Water St., 

Fairbank, IA
(319) 238-6114

northeastiowasatellite.getdish.com

Fairbank Public Library
212 E. Main Street

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2487

Fairbank Elementary School
505 Forest Street
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2071

Wapsie Valley High School
2535 Viking Avenue

Fairbank, Iowa
Ph. (319) 638-6711
Fax (319) 638-7061

Fairbank Housing Inc.
Quality Housing for Senior Citizens and 

Disabled Regardless of Age
(319) 635-2124

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
2029 Viking Ave. - Hwy. 58

Sumner, Iowa
(see their ad for hours)

Financial
Northeast Security Bank

120 Main Street
Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2811

Financial Decisions Group
NEIL WILKINSON

903 N. Frederick Ave.
Oelwein, Iowa 50662

(319) 283-1514 office (319) 440-2868 cell

FSB Premier Wealth
Management

TIFFANY COFFIN, CFP
Wealth Advisor -~ Financial Planner

(319) 830-8982
Email: TCOFFIN@FSBFS.COM

Food & Restaurants
Fairbank Food Center

JENNIFER DAVIS
102 N. 4th St.

(319) 635-2139

Costa’s Sports Bar & Grill
99 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA 
(319) 635-2449

Fairbank Locker & Processing
Award Winning Products

104 Grove St.
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2595

Aronia Berry Services of Iowa
DEAN & DONNA MANGRICH 

Fairbank, IA
(319) 240-4104 (319) 240-5627

His Hands Food Pantry
5002 Main Street

Oran, Iowa 
(319) 638-4357

Hair & Beauty
Mary Kay

CARMA SCHMIDTKE
Independent Sales Director

PO Box 189, Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 240-2495

mkcarma@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/carma

Visions Salon & Spa
101-A 4th St. South, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2547

Health & Well Being
Fairbank Chiropractic

DR. NATHAN STEINBRONN, D.C. 
101 South 4th St., Suite C, Fairbank, IA

(310) 849-5155
Steinbronndc@gmail.com

Parkview Assisted Living
114 Forest St..

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2585

www.fairbankparkviewassistedliving.com

Insurance
VanDaele Insurance, LLC

CHAD & AMBER VAN DAELE 
119 E. Main St., P.O. Box 467, Fairbank, IA

(319) 635-2526

Ozark National Life Insurance
JOE KLEITSCH

319-635-2297 home 319-269-1443 cell
joseph.kleitsch@ozark-national.com

Security Mutual Insurance
ERNIE BRICKMAN

234 Main St., Readlyn, IA
(319) 279-3893 (319) 267-2035

Lawn & Garden
Davis Lawn Service, LLC

SHAWN DAVIS
104 Industrial Drive

Fairbank, IA
(319) 239-5011

Machine & Repair
DHK Welding

LAYNE HILSENBECK
2688 Y Avenue, Fairbank, Iowa

(563) 608-1400

Municipal
Fairbank City Hall

BRITTANY FULLER, City Clerk
116 E. Main Street

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2869

Fairbank Fire Department
301 Grove Street
Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2981
Emergency: Call 911

Fairbank Police Department
116 E. Main

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 269-1020

Emergency: Call 911

Fairbank Sewage, Streets,  
Water, Electric & Natural Gas

(319) 635-2869

Fairbank Post Office
201 E. Main Street

Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2772

Fairbank Aquatic Center
511 W. Main St. Street Fairbank, Iowa

(319) 635-2533

Real Estate
Advanced Realtors, LLC

LORI BEIERSCHMITT
814 S. Frederick Avenue
Oelwein, Iowa 50662

(319) 283-2242
 advancedrealtors@qwestoffice.net

Woods Agency
SHARON, JOHN,

RON & CHRIS WOODS
Fairbank, IA

(319) 240-3212

Recreation
AJ’s Camper Rentals

AMANDA JIPSON
1080 102nd St., Fairbank, IA

(319) 404-6475
ajscamperrentals@gmail.com

Gavin Marine
SALES – SERVICE - PARTS

TOM HYDE
101 Industrial Drive, Fairbank, IA

(319) 231-8242
Myer’s Polaris
304 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA
(319) 635-2311

Specialty Businesses
Doese Photography

DAVID & ELLEN DOESE
402 Lakeside Drive

Fairbank, IA
(319) 635-2268

Floral Images & Gifts
PEGGI SUCKOW
209 E. Main Street

Fairbank, IA
(319) 635-2037

Woods Funeral Home
RANDY & JODI WOODS

400 Lakeside Drive, Fairbank, Iowa
(319) 635-2207

Lewiston Monuments
MITCHELL COFFIN

(319) 415-2472
Fairbank Historical Society

MUSEUM
103 E. Main Street, Fairbank, IA

(319) 269-6795

PHOTOGRAPHY
DAVID & ELLEN DOESE

BOX 100 • 402 LAKESIDE DR. • FAIRBANK, IOWA 50629 • 319-635-2268

“Capturing All Your Special Moments”
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The 2020-2021 wrestling season end-
ed on a very positive note for Wapsie’s 
youth wrestlers.  Numerous members 
of the WWC (Wapsie Wrestling Club) 
participated in USA State, AAU dis-
tricts, AAU state, Super Pee Wee state 
and a few dual tournaments between 
the end of January and the end of Feb-
ruary, after a long break due to COVID.

Competing at USA state in Cedar 
Rapids, IA, on January 24 were Chase 
Ackerman (1st), Kaiden Belinsky, Kip-
tyn Cox, Kanen Decker (6th), Coo-
per Frost, Jonah Frost, Landan Frost, 
Jase Jones, Drew Lansing, Ty Martin 
(1st), Garrett Miller, Dallas Tisue, Wes 
Wangsness and Krayton Zimmerman.

AAU districts are held the first Sun-
day each February at Waverly Shell 
Rock high school for grades 3-8th.  
To advance to the state tournament 
in Des Moines, a wrestler must place 
in the top 4 at his weight.  Compet-
ing for WWC were Chase Ackerman 
(1st), Cooper Adair (4th), Kaiden Be-
linsky (3rd), Kiptyn Cox (2nd), Kanen 
Decker (2nd), Drew Destival, Cooper 
Frost, Jonah Frost, Landan Frost, Re-
ece Hagenow, Hayden Hilsenbeck, Jase 
Jones (2nd), Sawyer Krall (4th), Evan 
Kleitsch (2nd), Drew Lansing (1st), Ty 
Martin (1st), Andrew Matthias (2nd), 
Garrett Miller, Brennan Pagel (2nd), 
Wes Wangsness, Zak Willems (3rd), 
Dallas Tisue and Krayton Zimmerman 
(3rd).

The team had a great time in Des 
Moines the last weekend in February, 
enjoying team/family meals together 
and staying at a hotel near Wells Far-

go arena.  Signs were hung up on the 
doors recognizing the wrestlers and 
teammates supported each other over 
the course of the three-day tourna-
ment. Thankfully there was no limit 
on spectators so there were plenty of 
fans there to cheer on the boys! WWC 
had five place winners: Chase Acker-
man (1st), Drew Lansing (3rd), Kaiden 
Belinsky (6th), Ty Martin (4th), and 
Zak Willems (4th).  WWC finished in 
2nd place for 1A youth teams and 20th 
overall, following mostly super club 
teams that are comprised of kids from 
many different school districts.  This is 
the highest WWC has finished at the 
AAU State tournament! The boys have 
worked extremely hard over the last 
year in order to make it to where they 
are today.  Even when Wapsie was un-

able to practice, a handful of our boys 
continued to attend IAWC practices to 
get better! The coaches continue to be 
very proud of them and “the future of 
Wapsie wrestling looks brighter than 
ever!”

Readlyn second graders Jackson 
Brunscheon and Evan Kleitsch also 
wrestled at Super Pee Wee State in Wa-
terloo on March 7, with Evan Kleitsch 
taking 1st.  Evan is the first WWC 
member to win Super Pee Wee!!

Wapsie Wrestling Club has an impressive season

Practicing till the end…last practice before the 
big dance in Des Moines!

Team bonding: Wapsie jr. high wrestlers were able to go to Des Moines and cheer on the high school 
state participants.

Battle on the Wapsie Dual Team – 2nd place. Jr. High Division Placewinners: Coach Decker, Drew Lansing, Chas Ackerman, Kaiden Belinsky, Coach Cox.
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2020-2021 Annual  Fairbank Firemen’s Banquet
On Saturday evening, 

March 27th,  the Fairbank 
Fire Department held it’s 
Annual Banquet at the 
Fairbank IC Hall. Every-
one enjoyed a Prime Rib 
or Chicken dinner that 
was catered by Fairbank 
Food Center.

As part of their cel-
ebration, they honored 
those members who have 
achieved various mile-
stones of their time ser-
vicing the Fairbank com-
munity.  Since they were 
not able to hold their ban-
quet last year, they also 
recognized members who 
would have been honored 
last year. Other awards in-
cluded their “Firefighter 
of the Year” and “EMT 
of the Year.” Awards were 
presented by Fire Chief 
Brad Gordon and Roger 
Carr, VP of the Iowa Fire-
fighter’s Association.

Rounding out the eve-
ning was live entertain-
ment by Travis Granberg, 
guitarist.

FAIRBANK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Front Row: Kevin 
Bodensteiner (Ass’t Chief - EMS), Brad Gordon (Chief), Amy 
Kaufman, Cindy Woods, Janice Martins, Alexis Rausch (Sec), 
Elaine Zimmerman, Courtney Rochette, Chris West (Ass’t Chief 
- Fire).  2nd Row: Connor Jones, Dick Chapman, Dave Ryan, Ja-
son Kayser (President), Fr. Ray Atwood (Chaplin), Ted Vorwald, 
Cody Kleitsch (Captain), Jake Schwartz (2nd Lt), Rob Gipper 
(EMS Captain), Tyler Odneal, Brett Cummings, Gabe Oldfather.  
3rd Row: Drake Mangrich, Brian Stark, Shawn Davis, Tim 
Zimmerman, Ryan Westemeier, Ryan Rausch, Collin Woods, 
Carson Woods, Chance Beierschmitt, Adam Bachman.  Not Pic-
tured: Jon Kono, Nick Curley (1st Lt), Kyle Odneal (Treasurer).                                                                                                                                     
                                                 ~ Photo credit to Doese Photography

2020 AWARDS: Roger Carr - VP of the Iowa Firefighters Association, Cody Kleitsch (5 yrs.), Chance Beierschmitt (5 
yrs.), Shawn Davis (10 yrs.), Drake Mangrich (15 yrs.), Rob Gipper (15 yrs.), Brett Cummings (15 yrs.), Dave Ryan (30 
yrs.), Brad Gordon – Chief.
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102 N. 4th St., Fairbank, IA • 319-635-2139
Open 7:30 am-8 pm • 7 Days a Week

Check Out Our Complete Ad At fairbankfoodcenter.com

WE OFFER CATERING
• Weddings • Birthdays 

• Graduations
• Retirement Parties 

• Nothing too big or too small

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Fresh Meat and Produce
Dairy • Frozen • Grocery

• Delicious Dinners 
• Crispy Broasted Chicken

• Succulent Salads • Sandwich Fillings
• Party Trays (meat, cheese, veggie, fruit)

• Sandwiches • Soup 
• Entrees • Desserts

Your Local Full Service Grocery Store

Fairbank Deli - Best Around

BOOK YOUR

Holiday
PARTY TODAY!

2020-2021 Annual  Fairbank Firemen’s Banquet

The Community Is So Thankful For Your Service!
2021 AWARDS: Brad Gordon - Chief, Chris West (10 yrs.), Gabe Oldfather (10 yrs.), Cindy Woods (20 yrs.), Christy Kayser (retired after 20 
yrs.), Roger Carr - VP of the Iowa Firefighters Association. Not Present: Jon Kono - 5 yrs.

2020 FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR: Brad Gordon; 2020 EMT OF THE YEAR: Ted 
Vorwald; Roger Carr - VP of the Iowa Firefighters Association.
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Sharon Woods-Broker

Rachel Murray 
named Employee 
of the Year

Rachel Mur-
ray was award-
ed the 2020 
Employee of 
the Year for the 
Department of 
Radiology at 
the University 
of Iowa Hospi-
tals on Febru-
ary 13, 2021. 
She works the 
weekend shift 
and has been 
working for 
University Hospitals since 2008.

Rachel was nominated by co-workers and voted on by 
a selection committee. Her co-workers had some very 
nice personality comments for Rachel as well as her pro-
fessional work ethic as a General Diagnostic Technolo-
gist. Her name will be added to the Radiology Depart-
ment’s Plaque for 2020 Employee of the Year.

Rae, as most people know her by, is a former Fairbank 
Days Queen and Wapsie Valley Homecoming Queen of 
2002. She is still representing our community and her 
new community of Janesville, Iowa very well, along with 
her husband Patrick and their three children, Calvin, 
Lane and Ryan Jo. Rachael is the daughter of Kelly and 
Susan Ryan of Fairbank.

Matthew Wenger, program co-
ordinator with the Meat Science 
Extension program in animal sci-
ence, is the recipient of the Profes-
sional and Scientific Outstanding 
Achievement in Extension and 
Outreach Award from the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences at 
Iowa State University.

Wenger has been a key player 
in the success of this program, 
which includes an extensive vari-
ety of short course and workshop 
offerings for the meat industry, 
customized training programs for 
specific client companies in the 
meat industry, collaboration on 
grants and support of Iowa food 

processors, and contributions to 
federally-funded projects for re-
search.

Most recently, Wenger initi-
ated and coordinated the Pass the 
Pork and Beef Up Iowa programs 
in cooperation with the Iowa De-
partment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship to provide meat for 
Iowans experiencing food insecu-
rity as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Wenger is actively involved in 
university and community service. 
He has been an advisor to the ISU 
Block and Bridle Club and ISU 
Cardinal Key. He has also chaired 
committees for Special Olympics 

Iowa and served as a member of 
the Special Olympics Iowa Board.

Wenger receives P&S 
Outstanding Achievement in 

Extension and Outreach Award
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Wapsie Valley Individual Speech Speech students: Olivia Hershey, Christopher Tibbott, Asa Kelley and 
Ronnie Wilcox competed at State Speech Saturday, March 13, hosted by Postville. Students are coached 
by Amy Nosbisch. Out of the six acts, four received straight ones! Taking all three ‘Division I’ ratings 
were: Asa Kelley in prose - ‘Making Money’; Christopher Tibbott in literary program - ‘Mothers’ and in 
acting, ‘Ashes’; and Ronnie Wilcox in after dinner with ‘Mistakes’. Receiving overall ‘Division II’ ratings 
were: Olivia Hershey in prose and Asa Kelley in solo musical theater.
 

Speech students shine at State

Bill Dixon is a Fairbank native and 
recently retired from John Deere. And 
now he has his realtors license. Bill spe-
cializes in commercial, residential, farm 
and timber - providing guidance and as-
sisting sellers and buyers in marketing 
for the right price under the best terms.

With a passion for service in the Fair-
bank area, Bill is ready to help with your 
home buying and selling needs. As a 
proud member of the Re/Max family, 
Bill carries the values of hard work, in-
tegrity, and outstanding client service 
into everything he does.

If interested in his service, you can 
contact bill at 563-920-0772.

Bill Dixon enters the real 
estate business
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511 4TH STREET, HWY. V68 NORTH • FAIRBANK • 319-635-2355
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00 to 5:00  •  Saturday: 7:00 to Noon • www.modernbuildingproductsia.com

MODERN BUILDING PRODUCTS

BUILDING
OUR REPUTATION ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME
We’ve been helping homeowners and contractors complete their projects with 

premium building materials and lumber. We pride ourselves on the quality of our product selection, 
as well as our commitment to value and great service.

When it comes 
to your next 

project, come 
to us!

797
30" Poly 

Leaf Rake
756220

While Supplies Last!

THROUGH APRIL

by Betty Brandt Passick
Most people today have little or no knowledge of the 

sensational ‘Gangster Era’ murders captured in Amer-
ica’s newspaper headlines at the turn of the Twentieth 
Century (1920-1930s). Many of which remain un-
solved--including the murder of Phoebe Jane Vigoletti. 

Historians point to one cause for the tremendous up-
heaval in American society: On January 17, 1920, Con-
gress voted to ratify the 18thAmendment to the Consti-
tution, prohibiting the manufacture, sale, and transport 
of alcoholic beverages. However, it remained legal to 
drink and buy liquor. So began the era of Prohibition 
which created one hell of a mess.

The ink was barely dry on the document when shad-
owy criminal organizations, like the Black Hand gang 
imported from Italy, rose up to meet the nation’s insatia-
ble thirst for alcohol. Italians were the last ethnic groups 
to immigrate to America, ranking just above the Irish 
and African slaves on the food chain. (Irish and Jewish 
mobsters had their own organized crime groups to har-
ness the huge alcohol production 

industry.) 
Frankie Yale (also known as Francesco Ioele or Frankie 

Uale) was in his early twenties when he became the Big 
Boss of the Italian colonies in Brooklyn and New York’s 
east side—then, director of the first Black Hand gang in 
America. In subsequent years, hundreds of Black Hand 
gangs organized throughout the country. 

Even in Oelwein, Iowa. 
According to the Oelwein Chamber of Commerce, 

the Chicago Great Western Railroad hub drew thou-
sands of new Italian immigrants to Oelwein. By the 
early 1900s, Oelwein’s population was 7,000--and one of 
three major settlements of Italians in Iowa. In 1915, the 
Italian community grew to five hundred. With it came 

the city’s share of activity by the Black Hand. 
Nancy Bowers is a trained historian and researcher 

with years of life experiences in writing and criminal 
justice, and administrator for an internet site: www.io-
waunsolvedmurders.org. She cites two shocking mur-
ders attributed to the Black Hand in Oelwein—many 
more, if you look at the entire state of Iowa. 

Phoebe Jane Vigoletti, a 46-year-old Italian home-
maker, was strangled in her home on March 14, 1926. 
Someone broke down the back door and strangled her 
with a rope. The kitchen showed signs of a violent strug-
gle. Her body was removed from the house, taken across 
the back yard, hoisted over a fence, and dragged or car-
ried a considerable distance, then dumped on the same 
site as that of an unnamed Italian male, who had been 
stabbed 84 times in 1919. 

Both murders have remained cold cases, a strong in-
dicator of how much people feared retaliation by mem-
bers of the Black Hand. 

Murders like Vigoletti’s fed the doctrine of nativism 
in the United States—resulting in a widespread attitude 
that rejected alien persons, or culture, and led to xeno-
phobia, the irrational fear of foreigners leading to rac-
ism and ethnic conflict…when all Italians became ste-
reotyped as killers. 

Americans pressured Leg-
islators to bar them from 
coming into the country. The 
Immigration Act of 1924 ef-
fectively closed the ‘Golden 
Door’ to America to Italians, 
even though the vast major-
ity were good, honest work-
ing people and not criminals. 

Interviewing Oelwein Italians was part of my research 
for writing the historical novel, Gangster in our Midst 
(2017). Each had been a young child when first over-
hearing hushed conversations about the Black Hand, 
who commonly used threats of violence and murder in 
an attempt to extort wealthy Italian Americans, and oth-
ers. Receipt of a threatening letter and a coal-blackened 
handprint left on a victim’s door meant--pay up or suffer 
the consequences. “We’re not gonna pay for protection!” 

 The Murder of Phoebe Jane Vigoletti

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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one recalled his father had said. 
Eventually, the thugs were run out of 

town—but not for many years. 
On September 30, 1933, police followed 

six bandits after two persons were shot in 
an attempted holdup of the First National 
Bank in Oelwein. The six men traveling 
in a large automobile were traced to Cen-
ter Grove, Iowa, but eluded four squads 
of police armed with machine guns. A 
short time later the trail was picked up 
south of Dubuque and police sped on the 
Dubuque-Davenport highway in pursuit. 
The gunmen were never captured, and 
police were never able to confirm the 
men were part of the Black Hand. 

Black Hand members allegedly hung 
out at the Italian-owned Club 190 at the 
junction of Highways 190 and 150 south 
of Oelwein. Some people I spoke with be-
lieved the club was owned by the mafia. 
It had been renamed Club Savoy--owned 
by Pete Greco and Tony Rubino--when 
it caught fire and burned to the ground 
in February 1957. The cause of the blaze: 
unknown. Stiles Supermarket, also south 
of Oelwein on Highway 150, had been 
destroyed by fire two weeks earlier. 

When the Italian American Louie La 
Cava arrived in Fairbank in the early 
1920s, residents stopped to take notice. 
He stood out with his olive skin among 
the Germans, Irish, Scandinavians, and 
Swedes. Plus, he had the mannerisms of 
a gangster: drove a big fancy black car, 
smoked fat Cuban cigars, and wore 

expensive suits with a nice fedora atop 
his head. 

Over time, La Cava confessed he 
worked for Chicago Kingpin Al ‘Scarface’ 
Capone as bookkeeper, but only for the 
good side of his business—his charities. 
He likely said that to quell their nerves 
a bit. La Cava (and his wife, a Fairbank 
area girl he’d married in Chicago) contin-
ued to frequent the town off and on for 
the next sixty years. They built a summer 
home in Fairbank in the 1960s. 

La Cava spent considerable time with 
the Oelwein Italians, too—such that one 
1936 Oelwein newspaper announced: 
“Louie La Cava has returned to the area.” 
What locals didn’t know was he had been 
in hiding in Ohio for a lengthy time be-
fore the Feds found and served him with 
a subpoena to testify at Johnny ‘The Fox’ 
Torrio’s trial on income tax evasion. La 
Cava had been Torrio’s bookkeeper, too. 

Prohibition was repealed in 1933. The 
biggest gangs shifted their operations 
away from alcohol and into secondary 
businesses like drugs, gambling, and 
prostitution. They also profited greatly 
from the Great Depression. 

Prohibition’s supporters were initially 
surprised by what did not come to pass 
during the dry era. On the whole, the ini-
tial economic effects of Prohibition were 
largely negative.

~ The closing of breweries, distilleries 
and saloons led to the elimination of 
thousands of jobs, and in turn thousands 
more jobs were eliminated for barrel 
makers, truckers, waiters, and other re-

lated trades—while Kingpins made mil-
lions each year, and loansharking became 
a major industry.

~ Before Prohibition, many states re-
lied heavily on excise taxes in liquor sales 
to fund their budgets. In New York, al-
most 75 percent of the state’s revenue was 
derived from liquor taxes. The most last-
ing consequence was many states and the 
federal government would come to rely 
on income tax revenue to fund their bud-
gets going forward.

~ The greatest unintended conse-
quence of Prohibition, however, was the 
plainest to see. For over a decade, the law 
that was meant to foster temperance in-
stead fostered intemperance and excess. 
Prohibition had made the problem even 
worse.

~ The term ‘organized crime’ hadn’t 
really existed in the United States before 
1920. Prohibition became the catalyst for 
sourcing and distributing alcohol and 
drugs as an interstate and even inter-
national enterprise. Before Prohibition, 
criminal gangs were local menaces.

Finally, no one seemingly kept a run-
ning body count during the great moral 
experiment of Prohibition. 

According to one source, the U.S. 
Government ordered over 92 percent of 
‘hooch’ poisoned during the last 7 years 
of Prohibition, and an estimated 10,000 
Americans probably died from the poi-
soning program. Arrests for drunken-
ness and disorderly conduct increased 21 
percent, and arrests for drunken driving 
jumped by 81 percent. During the first 
ten years of Prohibition, the murder rate 
climbed 78 percent across the country. 
In Chicago alone, almost 800 gangsters 
died. 

Nationally, the homicide rate per 
100,000 people rose almost two-thirds. 

Phoebe Jane Vigoletti was one of them.
                                  *******
I have loved writing since a young girl 

growing up in the house across from the 
Baptist church in Fairbank. Having kept 
a journal at one point of my life for sev-
enteen years, I now enjoy going to grade 
schools to talk about “Journaling.” My 
largest workshop by far has been “Writing 
a Memoir.” I wrote our family’s book of his-
tory, We Are Eight, a Memoriam (2015), 
after five years of research. Whether some-

one wishes to write a memoir of under 
10 pages—or 400 pages, like mine, your 
family will treasure it just as much. You 
can say a lot in a few pages. My books are 
available at the Fairbank Public Library 
and the Fairbank Historical Society.

Gangster in Our Midst (221 pages) is 
described by one reader on Amazon as: 
“Very Road to Perdition in style and peri-
od.” The historical crime novel won a 2019 
Notable 100 Indie Book Award from Shelf 
Unbound book review magazine. The 2nd 
book in the ‘gangster’ trilogy will be avail-
able spring 2021.

I interview and write articles about 
long-time residents (town & farm) from 
the Fairbank area for publication in the 
Fairbank Islander. Please contact me to 
nominate yourself, or someone else: bb-
passickauthor@comcast.net.

MURDER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Anniversaries, Weddings, Birthdays, Thank You's,
    Fundraising Events, and more . . . .

  We print them in the Islander“FREE” of charge!

Submit articles at Library or email f.library@mchsi 



A16 - APRIL 7, 2021 FAIRBANK ISLANDER

Fairbank City Wide 
     Clean Up Day

Monday, May 10th
 

Have your items at the curb 
by 7:00 AM

$5.00 CHARGE FOR

Tires (residential only,
           no dealers)

WON'T ACCEPT

Paint
Oil

Yard Waste
Concrete

Dirt
Liquids

Batteries
Construction Material

Shingles

WILL ACCEPT

Carpet
Furniture

TV's
Computers/Monitors

APPLIANCES & ELECTRONICS
$15.00 PER UNIT

Microwaves
Refrigerators/Stoves

Air Conditioners
Furnace

Water Heaters
Dishwashers

Washer/Dryers
Dehumidifiers

ALL APPLIANCE TAGS MUST BE PURCHASED AT 
CITY HALL BY 5:00 PM ON FRIDAY, MAY 7TH

 PLEASE DO NOT ABUSE!

Please stop by the Fairbank Library & fill out

your entry form! You can also check out the 

Community Club Facebook page for online 

registration.

Fairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public Library
212 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 426,  Fairbank, IA 50629

Phone: 319-635-2487       Fax: 319-635-2487
Email: f.library@mchsi.com       Website:  Fairbank-ia.org

LIBRARY STAFF

Angela Berg, Director
Linda Letson, Librarian

Roxie Wenner, Custodian

Fairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public LibraryFairbank Public Library
CURRENT TEMPORARY HOURS

   1:00-5:00 pm.......... Mon. - Fri.
    Closed....................Sat. & Sun.

The Library is Open 
Masks are Required!

W You can still call for curb side      
        pickup if you feel safer. 

W Computer time is limited to
        30 minutes.

W If you have been sick or are 
feeling ill, please wait to come  

        inside the library until you are   
        feeling better.

W Please remember to practice 
social distancing inside the 
library and use the available 
hand sanitizer.

W Please call the library at 
(319) 635-2487 if you have any 
questions or need assistance 
with getting books or our 
services.

W Request books through the 
catalog found on our website

http://fairbankia.org/library.php 
or by emailing the Library at:     

             f.library@mchsi.com

The Library Board will meet the 
first Wednesday of the Month 

at 4 pm.

Wilma Haberkamp
Liberating Yourself from LYME

....................... from Carol Murray

Angie VanDaele
Ducks On The Road  

.........from Dave & Pat Chase

Becky VanDaele
The Best Place In The World

…......from Dave & Pat Chase

Clair Levendusky
Under Fire, Power & Empire, 
Point of Contact, 
Twas the Night Before Christmas, 
Timeless Toys, The Plan

 .......from Mark & Barb Babiak

Clarence “Whitey” Shannon
Bathed in Prayer

…......from Jessica Shannon

How Happiness Happens
…......from Janelle Shannon

MONETARY DONATIONS
Wilma Haberkamp Estate

Doris Randall             Madonna Welsh

The Fairbank Public 
Library would like to 
thank you for your 

generosity.

Join us for a virtual event to learn about our state’s rich history of 
agriculture along with the modern challenges and triumphs of 

farming in Iowa. explore Iowa's agricultural heritage 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/earthsbounty

  
Watch for more information to come!

National Library Week 2021: 
Welcome to Your Library

The theme for National Library Week (April 4-10, 2021), “Welcome to 
Your Library,” promotes the idea that libraries extend far beyond the four 
walls of a building – and that everyone is welcome to use their services. 
During the pandemic libraries have been going above and beyond to adapt 
to our changing world by expanding their resources and continuing to meet 
the needs of their users. Whether people visit in person or virtually, libraries 
offer opportunities for everyone to explore new worlds and become their 
best selves through access to technology, multimedia content, and 
educational programs.  National Library Week is an annual celebration 
highlighting the valuable role libraries, librarians, and library workers play in 
transforming lives and strengthening our communities.

We will 
be 
starting 
this 
program 
soon!

There was a new 'kid' in
Transitional Kindergarten!
Students enjoyed interacting and
learning about goats.

(Right) Jett Coffin enjoyed
holding his temporary classmate!

New Kid!!!
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Clarence Wayne Shannon, 87, of 
Fairbank, died at his home Wednes-
day, February 24, 2021, surrounded 
by his loving family.

Private family graveside ser-
vices were held Saturday, February 
27, 2021, at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Cemetery, Fairbank, 
with Fr. Ray E. Atwood officiating. 
Military rites were conducted by 
Fortsch-Duffy American Legion 
Post #552 of Fairbank. Memorials 
may be directed to the family.

Clarence was born December 7, 1933, at Fairbank, IA, the son 
of Paul Gregory and Alta Lavina (Ohl) Shannon. He attended 
country schools in Buchanan County. He went on to serve in the 
United States Army. On November 20, 1958, he was united in 
marriage to Alice Frances Brickman at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Fairbank. Clarence began his career at John 
Deere before continuing as owner/operator of Whitey’s Mobile 
Milling. During those years, he acquired many lasting friend-
ships. In later years, he attended Reisch World Wide College of 
Auctioneering. Clarence most enjoyed spending time with family 
and his grandchildren, fishing, writing music, singing and playing 
guitar.

Clarence is survived by his wife, Alice Shannon of rural Fair-
bank, IA; five daughters, Jeannie (Craig) Kleitsch of Fairbank, 
Jackie (Bruce) Berryhill of Fairbank, Jodie Puff of Hazleton, 
Janelle Shannon of Fairbank and Jessica Shannon of Fairbank; 
two sons, John Shannon of Independence, and James Shannon 
of Fairbank; 13 grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; his twin 
brother, Cecil Shannon (Janet Wissler) of Oelwein, IA; two sisters, 
Helen Welsh of Waterloo, Joyce Leininger of Evansdale and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; three sisters, Virginia 
Lumsden, Alice Brown, Betty Linihan; and five brothers, Mar-
shall Shannon, Howard Shannon, Duane “Red” Shannon, Leroy 
Shannon and infant brother Robert Shannon.

White Funeral Home, Jesup, was in charge of the arrangements.

CLARENCE W. SHANNON
December 7, 1933 ~ February 24, 2021

Jan Allan Figi, 78, of Fairbank, 
died Saturday, February 27, 2021, at 
the University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics in Iowa City due to complica-
tions from heart surgery.                         

Jan was born March 9, 1942, in 
Waterloo, Iowa, the son of Walter 
and Geraldine (Weiler) Figi. Jan 
graduated from Waterloo West 
High School in 1960. Following high 
school he took a job at John Deere. In 
August of 1962, he joined the United 
States Air Force. He did his basic training in Texas and trained as 
a Jet Aircraft Mechanic. Jan was then stationed at the Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California. He was honorably discharged from 
the Air Force in August of 1968. Following discharge he returned 
to work at John Deere until retiring in 1994.

Jan always had a love for horses. Over the years Jan shared that 
love with his kids and grandkids and enjoyed watching them ride 
and show. Jan was also a member of the Christian Motorcycle As-
sociation. Jan and his family enjoyed many vacations on motor-
cycles traveling to different states to attend Christian motorcycle 
rallies. He spent most of his years living in Waterloo but also lived 
in Michigan and Texas before settling down in Fairbank where he 
enjoyed spending time with many different Amish families.

Jan is survived by his five children; Bridgette (Paul) Hinsley of 
Omaha, NE, Heather Figi of Parkersburg, Christen (Eva Mooty) 
Figi of Parkersburg, Yvette (Matt) Harmon of Aplington, Nicole 
(Verlyn) Fink of Valentine, NE; 15 grandchildren; Ali Parks, Jus-
tin Galles, Jocelyn Hinsley, Makayla Mennen, Allison Mennen, 
Dakota (Sha) Figi, Andrew Heidemann, Cody Figi, Nicholas 
Heidemann, Morgan Figi, Brady Harmon, Blake Harmon, Lydia 
Harmon, Kaylee Harmon and Kelly Figi, 5 great grandchildren, 
and a sister, Sandra Figi of Waterloo. He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Walter and Geraldine Figi.                                         

Services were held March 4, 2021, at the Kaiser-Corson Fu-
neral Home in Waverly. Public Graveside Services with military 
rites was held March 5, 2021, at Riverside Cemetery in Charles 
City, Iowa. Memorials may be directed to the family and on-line 
condolences may be left at www.kaisercorson.com.

JAN ALLAN FIGI
March 9, 1942 ~ February 27, 2021

Larry Dean Lee, 81 of Indepen-
dence, died peacefully surrounded 
by his family on March 9, 2021, at 
MercyOne in Waterloo. Visitation 
and funeral services were held on 
Monday, March 15 at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church, Readlyn.

Larry was born February 18, 1940 
in Cedar County, Iowa to Howard 
Lee and Norma Schroeder Lee.  His 
father died when he was four years 
old which led to the family moving 
back to Bremer County, eventually settling in Readlyn. He was 
confirmed at St Paul Lutheran Church on April 11, 1954 and 
graduated in 1958 from Readlyn High School.                                                                 

On February 11, 1962, Larry married his lifelong love and 
partner of fifty-nine years, Julene Schwake, at St.John Lutheran 
Church, Buck Creek, rural Sumner. They resided in Readlyn for 
twenty-seven years and raised five children. 	 For most of his 
career, Larry was a general contractor building many new homes 
“from the first shovel of dirt to the last nail”. He was also a vol-
unteer firefighter with the Readlyn Fire Department for twenty-
five years.  During the farm crisis, he was an over-the-road truck 
driver.  In 1989, they moved to a farm near Buck Creek where 
he farmed and also did construction. At that time they became 
members of St John’s Church, Buck Creek where they were active 
members including being on the council and in choir.                                                      

After retirement, they moved to their current home in Inde-
pendence. Both were involved in bluegrass music and he learned 
to play the banjo. The couple enjoyed traveling to bluegrass fes-
tivals throughout the Midwest and are active members of the 
Backbone Bluegrass Association. He was a “mowing machine” at 
the Bluegrass grounds. He loved to socialize and jam with anyone 
who was willing. He was always up for a 1000 piece puzzle or a 
card game and he never met a stranger. They especially enjoyed 
taking road trips to Georgia to visit their youngest son and his 
family.                                                                 

Larry is survived by his wife, Julene; five children, Pamela 
Brandt of Dubuque, Cheri (Jeff) Mohlis of Cedar Falls, Myron 
(Stephanie) Lee of Waukee, Lynette (Marty) Beckner of Cedar 
Falls, and Mitchell (Mirna) Lee of  Roswell, Georgia; grand-
children Alexander Brandt, Nathanial Brandt, Emilee Leonard, 
Zachary Weston, James Mohlis, Kaitlyn Mohlis, Matthew Lee, 
Samuel Lee, Allison Beckner, Noelle Beckner, Kyle Beckner, Ben 
Lee, Luke Lee; four great-grandchildren; his brother, Bob Lee 
of Hiawatha, and sisters/brothers in-law Helen Lee of Tripoli, 
Peggy Schwake of Fayette, Carolyn and Jerry Biermann of El-
gin, Barb and Gerry Schwake of Sumner.  Preceded in death by 
his parents; Julene’s parents Gerhardt and Edna Schwake; an in-
fant daughter, Angela Sue; a brother, Romaine Lee; two sisters, 
Sylvia Schwerin and Diane Johnson; sister-in-law Eunice Lee; 
brothers-in-law, Duane Schwerin, Lorraine Johnson, Donley 
Schwake, Neil Schwake.                                                       

	 Burial was held in St. Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery, Read-
lyn with Pastor Phil Girardin officiating. Memorials may be di-
rected to the family for a later designation. Kaiser-Corson Funeral 
Home in Readlyn assisted the family.   

LARRY DEAN LEE
February 18, 1940 ~ March 9, 2021

101-A 4th St. South, Fairbank, IA

When fi rst appearances 
        count for  everyth ing . . .

Cuts • Dimensional Hair Color • Color
Make-up • Waxing • Professional Haircare

Massage • Spray Tan • Manicures • Pedicures

319-635-2547 Woods Funeral Home
400 Lakeside Drive Fairbank

319-635-2207

Our family serving your family, since 1959
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REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in Regular session on Monday March 

22, 2021. Mayor Harter called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Members present: R. Woods, Vorwald, T. Woods, 
Williams, and Erickson. Absent: None. Also, present at City Hall: Heather 
Prendergast, Attorney; Brian Delagardelle, Wastewater Operator; Dave 
Jergens, Public Works; Mike Everding, Part-Time Police Chief; Brittany 
Fuller, City Clerk; and Michelle Laube, Deputy Clerk.

Williams/T. Woods to approve the agenda. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
There were no public comments.
Vorwald/R. Woods to approve the minutes from March 8th Regular 

Meeting and March 15th Special Meeting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
There were no public comments.
The abatement and cleanup of nuisance properties was moved to later 

in the meeting since Attorney Prendergast had not arrived yet.
Discussion was held on the ICAP Insurance Renewal. The premium 

paid last year was $35,762.32 and this year it increased to $45,815.00. 
Valuations went up which contributed to this increase. The council 
changed the deductible to $5,000.00 to help bring the premium cost 
down. R. Woods/Erickson to approve the ICAP Insurance Renewal for 
2021 at $45,815.00. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Councilman R. Woods talked to the council about promoting Dave 
Jergens to Public Works Director with a raise of a dollar an hour. Jergens 
said he would not consider the promotion for an increase of only a dollar 
an hour, but he would like to talk about it because he would like to do 
the job. Attorney Prendergast arrived at 6:06 PM. Attorney Prendergast 
stated that a resolution could be modified however the council chooses. 
The committees will meet with Jergens and see if they can come together 
on a wage and decide at the next meeting. T. Woods/Erickson to table 
until the next meeting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Discussion on hiring another public works employee was held. Vor-
wald stated that of the five candidates chosen for interviews, four re-
sponded and were interviewed. Ben Delagardelle was chosen for the job 
by the committee, and he was the person recommended to the council 
for hiring. Ben stated that he currently possessed a wastewater one certi-
fication and that he had a lot of experience in the job duties that he would 

need to do with the city job. The council offered to start him at $25.00 
per hour and he would then also receive a dollar an hour for each of 
the wastewater two and water distribution certifications when completed 
along with a 3% increase on July 1, 2021. Ben said he appreciated the 
$25.00 an hour but would like to ask for $25.25 per hour. R. Woods/
Vorwald to approve Resolution 2021-06 – Hiring Public Works Employee 
to hire Ben Delagardelle for the open public works position at $25.25 an 
hour with a dollar an hour increase after wastewater two certification and 
then another dollar an hour increase after water distribution certification 
along with the 3% increase on July 1, 2021. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

The council went back to the agenda item Discuss/Approve Abate-
ment and Cleanup of Nuisance Properties. Attorney Prendergast re-
ceived notice that an abatement had been served. It was served exactly 
21 days earlier and the owner was present to ask the council for more 
time due to the weather. Part-time Police Chief Everding stated that most 
of the work had been completed and that he had seen an improvement in 
the property. R. Woods/Williams to extend notice 21 more days to allow 
time to finish the rock area in the front, to haul away the dumpster, and to 
align the tree cutting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Part-time Police Chief Everding stated that he went to Racom on 
Thursday and they were very professional. The new police vehicle is 
scheduled for the first part of May. Councilmen R. Woods and Williams 
will meet with the Part-time Police Chief to start discussions on the strip-
ing. Councilwoman Erickson and Councilman Williams will meet with the 
office staff to go over further details in the personnel manual.

Williams/T. Woods to enter into closed session at 6:32 PM pursuant to 
Iowa Code 21.5 (1) (j) – to discuss the purchase or sale of particular real 
estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected 
to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that 
property or reduce the price the governmental body would receive for 
that property. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to come out of closed session at 6:37 PM. Ayes: 
Five. Nays: None. T. Woods/Vorwald that having received no other pur-
chase offers or other offers from any other entities, the City of Fairbank 
has accepted the counteroffer from Fairbank Development Corporation 
for $25,000 with the first right of refusal which would terminate on devel-

opment of the lot. Ayes: Three. Abstain: R. Woods and Williams. Nays: 
None. There will be a public hearing set and a resolution drafted regard-
ing the contract that was accepted.

Williams/Erickson to adjourn 6:39 PM. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk

SPECIAL MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in special session on Monday, March 

15, 2021. Mayor Harter attended the meeting via phone and called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. Members 
present at City Hall: Williams, R. Woods, and Vorwald. Absent: T. Woods 
and Erickson. Also, present at City Hall: Dave Jergens, Public Works; 
Mike Everding, Part-Time Police; Brittany Fuller, City Clerk; and Michelle 
Laube, Deputy Clerk.

Williams/Vorwald to approve the agenda. Ayes: Three. Nays: None.
No public comments were made.
The grey 2021 Tahoe approved for purchase at the March 8th regular 

meeting was unavailable to purchase. Councilman R. Woods heard that 
the Tahoe in Jesup goes through a lot of  gas. Williams/R. Woods to 
rescind the motion made on March 8th to purchase a grey 2021 Tahoe. 
Ayes: Three. Nays: None. R. Woods had done some research and found 
two white police interceptors for sale on the lot at Stivers Ford Lincoln. 
The council compared the options on both. R. Woods/Vorwald to pur-
chase the 2021 Ford police interceptor from Stivers Ford Lincoln out of 
Waukee, Iowa for $35,351.00. Ayes: Three. Nays: None. The vehicle will 
be arranged for pick up as soon as possible then both vehicles will go to 
Racom out of Hiawatha to get the equipment moved and installed.

The council discussed more information about the drafted personnel 
manual. Additions will be made to the draft for the council to look through 
and approve at a later date.

Vorwald/R. Woods to adjourn at 1:43 PM. Ayes: Three. Nays: None.
Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk
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REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in a budget workshop at 5:30 PM and 

regular session following at 6:00 PM on Monday February 22, 2021. 
Members present: R. Woods, Vorwald, T. Woods, Williams, and Erickson. 
Absent: None. Also, present at City Hall: Heather Prendergast, Attorney; 
Brian Delagardelle, Wastewater Operator; Dave Jergens, Public Works; 
Mike Everding, Part-Time Police Chief; Brittany Fuller, City Clerk; and Mi-
chelle Laube, Deputy Clerk.

The budget for FY2022 was discussed during the budget workshop. 
The Council discussed the tax rate and levy possibilities.

Mayor Harter called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Williams/Vorwald to approve the agenda after moving the closed ses-
sion (agenda item number six) down to the last item since Attorney Pren-
dergast was able to attend the meeting in person. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to approve the minutes from February 8th Regular 
Meeting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

There were no public comments.
T. Woods/Williams to open the public hearing on Maximum Tax Dollars 

for Budget Year 2021-2022. Ayes: Five. Nays: None. The max property 
tax levy was published at $10.29241. The tax rate cannot be set at more 
than that. No other oral or written comments were received. Vorwald/T. 
Woods to close the public hearing. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Williams/T. Woods to approve RESOLUTION 2021-02 – RESOLUTION 
APPROVING THE MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX DOLLARS FOR BUDGET 
YEAR JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

There were quite a few people present to hear discussions on the 
amendment to Chapter 74 – All-Terrain Vehicles. At the meeting on Feb-
ruary 8th the first reading was passed with changing the allowed travel 
time from sunrise to sunset to allow travel between 5 AM and 9 PM.  JJ 
Little, who was present, brought up the question of why not just make 
it 10 PM then. Police Chief Everding said they would enforce whatever 
the council decided. The second reading of Ordinance 350 – Amend-
ing Provisions to All-Terrain Vehicles failed for lack of a motion. It will be 

presented at the next council meeting for possible approval with another 
update to allowed driving times from 5 AM to 10 PM.

The possible waive of third reading of Ordinance 350 – Amending Pro-
visions Pertaining to All-Terrain Vehicles failed for lack of a motion.

Approving Ordinance 350 – Amending Provisions Pertaining to All-
Terrain Vehicles failed for lack of a motion.

Time was spent discussing the budget for FY22 and the different levy 
options.  Vorwald/Erickson to submit the FY22 budget for publication 
with a rate of $9.9692. Ayes: Two. Nays: T. Woods, R. Woods, and Wil-
liams. Motion failed. R. Woods/Williams to submit the FY22 budget for 
publication with decreasing the liability, property & self-insurance costs 
by $8,950 which made the rate $9.72802. That rate made a 24-cent de-
crease from the levy rate set for FY21. Ayes: Three. Nays: Vorwald and 
Erickson.

T. Woods/Vorwald to approve RESOLUTION 2021-03 – RESOLUTION 
SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY’S 
PROPOSED FY 2021-2022 BUDGET. Ayes: Five. Nays: None. The bud-
get hearing will be held at City Hall on March 8, 2021 at 6:00 PM.

Police Chief Everding presented the council with quotes on a new 
police vehicle from multiple different dealerships. He said that Ford and 
Chevy had about the same warranty options. The council asked that 
he investigate what could be transferred out of the current car as far as 
equipment. Motion by T. Woods to approve the Police Department to 
purchase a police car within the prices presented. Motion failed for lack 
of second. Discussion on what the actual numbers could be on mov-
ing equipment from one vehicle to the next was brought up again. The 
council wanted more actual numbers on how much that could save. R. 
Woods/T. Woods to revisit at next meeting with that information present-
ed. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

There was no new discussion on the personnel manual updates. It was 
encouraged to everyone to read the draft and it will be on for upcoming 
meetings.

During a five day stretch from February 13-17, 2021 the City of Fair-
bank was hit by a record breaking “spot gas” price surge. The council 

was updated with the known facts on the event thus far. Estimated num-
bers on gas costs came in at around $175,000 during that period. The 
council thought we needed to know the exact impact first before they 
would know how to handle the situation. Attorney Prendergast noted that 
citizens would see an impact due to this disaster but that the council 
didn’t know what that impact would be yet. More information will be ob-
tained to discuss this in further detail at the meeting on March 8th.

Delagardelle informed the council that Jon Biederman with Fehr Gra-
ham started reaching out for bids on televising the storm sewer for the 
Main Street project. He will get the estimates to them but also wanted 
to know if there were any other areas that they felt needed televised. 
Delagardelle also stated that sewer plant survived the cold weather and 
that finally that day he was able to switch everything back to automatic 
without any issues. He also thanked the council for the pump that was 
purchased a few weeks back. He said that it worked great during a water 
main break that last Friday morning. Jergens stated that he would be at 
CPO pool class the next two days. Police Chief Everding said the car was 
back from repairs and that he was looking into getting tires put on since 
two of them where very bad. Mayor Harter told the council that he was 
meeting with two of the CAPS program students on Wednesday to talk 
about future Fairbank walking/biking paths.

Williams/T. Woods to enter into closed session at 7:01 PM pursuant to 
Iowa Code 21.5 (1) (j) – to discuss the purchase or sale of particular real 
estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected 
to increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that 
property or reduce the price the governmental body would receive for 
that property. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to come out of closed session at 7:19 PM. Ayes: 
Five. Nays: None. T. Woods/Vorwald to authorize the city attorney to pro-
ceed as discussed under closed session. Ayes: Three. Nays: None. Ab-
stain: R. Woods and Williams.

Williams/R. Woods to adjourn at 7:23 PM. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk

REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 

8, 2021. Mayor Harter called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Members present at City Hall: Williams, R. Woods, 
Vorwald, T. Woods, and Erickson. Absent: None.  Also, present at City 
Hall: Brian Delagardelle, Wastewater Operator; Dave Jergens, Public 
Works; Mike Everding, Part-Time Police; Brittany Fuller, City Clerk; and 
Michelle Laube, Deputy Clerk.

Erickson/Williams to approve the agenda. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
Loras Little was present during the public comment section. He want-

ed to mention to the City his concerns with water issues on the right of 
way of his property.   Councilman Vorwald and Jergens said they would 
look at it tomorrow. Seth Reinking along with his father, Quinton Reinking, 
were present to state their interests in the lot at 405 Grove Street for a 
possible gym/power washing business. Councilman Vorwald stated that 
the City had received an offer already on the property but that the council 
would talk with the City Attorney about the next steps and have her get 
back to them.

Williams/Vorwald to approve the minutes of the Feb. 22nd Regular 
Meeting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Ayes: Five. Nays: 
None. Receipts for the month of February were: General, $30,451.18; 
Special Revenue, $11,056.22; TIF, $472.46; Capital Projects, $4.33, 
Permanent Funds, $5.98; Proprietary, $184,639.25; and Transfers In, 
$374,555.00. Disbursements for the month of February were: General, 
$31,360.35; Special Revenue, $2,184.69; Proprietary, $140,454.99; and 
Transfers Out, $374,555.00. Balance on hand at close of business on 
February 28, 2021 was $4,652,233.35.

Williams/Erickson to open the public hearing on FY 2022 Budget. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None. No comments were received. Williams/T. Woods 
to close the public hearing on the FY 2022 Budget. Ayes: Five. Nays: 
None.

Mayor Harter stated the tax rate set by the city was $9.72802. R. 
Woods/T. Woods to approve Resolution 2021-04 – Resolution Approving 
the City of Fairbank’s Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2022. Ayes: Five. 
Nays: None.

Adam Kerns, the city’s insurance agent, was present to discuss the re-
newal information on the city property insurance. He stated that this year 
was tougher than normal when it came to premium costs due to ICAP 
hiring an outside firm to go and do building valuations. Values were raised 
significantly. The council asked him to figure a $5,000 deductible and add 
the 2019 firetruck at replacement cost and then the updated proposal 
would be on the agenda for the meeting on March 22nd for approval.

Discussion was held on the natural gas record breaking “spot gas” 
price surge. Mary Kay Frost was present and asked how the city planned 
to deal with the issue and that she did not feel it was fair to bill out low 
users the same as high users. Councilman T. Woods stated that he did 
not feel they were going to charge a set amount fee for everyone. Coun-
cilman Vorwald thought there was two main options of either spreading 
the cost out over a period of time or to just bill everyone for the usage 
they used once, then allow for individuals to pay as they could. It was 
thought it would be nice to have all bills cleaned up before next winter. 
In the city’s ordinance there is a $0.35 per CCF amount that can be re-
moved or amended as needed by resolution. Williams/T. Woods to waive 
the $0.35 per CCF charge for the month of February usage which is for 
billing on March 15, 2021 to help alleviate the cost of gas to their custom-
ers stated in Resolution 2021-05 – A Resolution Waiving $0.35 Charge 
from City Gas Rate for March 2021 Utility Billing. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.  
Williams/T. Woods to waive the penalties for the past due gas portion of 
utility bills until September 1, 2021 to allow customers to pay as they can. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Amending the provisions to all-terrain vehicles were discussed. 
Hours of operation stated 5 AM to 10 PM. There was no other discus-
sion. Vorwald/R. Woods to approve the first reading of Ordinance 350 
– Amending Provisions to All-Terrain Vehicles. Ayes: Four. Abstain: T. 
Woods. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to waive the second and third readings of Ordi-
nance 350. Ayes: Four. Abstain: T. Woods. Nays: None.

Vorwald/R. Woods to approve Ordinance 350 – Ordinance Amend-
ing Provisions Pertaining to All-Terrain Vehicles. Ayes: Four. Abstain: T. 
Woods. Nays: None.

Councilman R. Woods stated that there had been some new develop-
ment with the current police vehicle since the last meeting. The vehicle 
went to Birdnow and the catalytic convertors were plugged and there was 
a noise at the bottom of the engine which foreshadowed the need for a 
new engine. Police Chief Everding stated that the new 2021 Ford vehicles 
were sixteen weeks out, but the 2021 Chevy options were available on 
the lots. Councilman Vorwald stated that rather than going through the 
mess of buying a used vehicle the council should just look at the new 
options and maybe it would last the city ten years. Williams/T. Woods to 
pick up the grey 2021 Tahoe and to let Everding make the best decision 
on what equipment is transferable for the vehicle. Everding stated that 
the vehicles would go to Racom in Hiawatha. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Two bids, one from Randy’s Lawn Care & Snow Removal and one from 
Turf and Landscape, were received for the seasonal cemetery mowing for 
2021. Vorwald/Erickson to have Turf and Landscape mow the cemetery 
for the 2021 season since they had done it the past few years. Ayes: Five. 
Nays: None.

Two bids, one from Davis Lawn Service LLC and one from Randy’s 
Lawn Care & Snow Removal, were received for the seasonal city mow-
ing for 2021. Councilman Vorwald stated that the fall and spring cleanup 
could be done by the public works employees. The city guys would also 
oversee mowing the small areas in town. For example, the Post Office, 
Fairbank Library, Welcome to Fairbank signs, and the Aquatic Center. 
Vorwald contacted the references for Randy’s Lawn Care & Snow Re-
moval, and everyone was satisfied with him. Motion by Vorwald, second 
by Erickson to approve Randy’s Lawn Care & Snow Removal to mow 

the six parks for the seasonal city mowing. The proposal was good for 
seasons 2021, 2022 and 2023 and will be re-evaluated after season 2021. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None.

Discussion was held on the open public works position. The utility 
committee planned to meet with five candidates that next Wednesday. R. 
Woods and Vorwald along with Public Works, Jergens and Delagardelle, 
would conduct the interviews.

Attorney Prendergast read through the rough draft personnel manual 
and had a handful of suggestions and questions. The committees will 
meet to work through those questions and will hopefully be ready for ap-
proval in the coming meetings.

A proposal/contract with CIT Sewer Solutions was looked at regarding 
the cleaning and televising of storm sewer and sanitary sewer lines for 
the Main Street project scheduled for FY 2023. Delagardelle stated that 
it seemed very reasonable. T. Woods/Williams to approve the proposal/
contract with CIT Sewer Solutions. Ayes: Five.  Nays: None.

Vorwald/T. Woods to approve the bills as presented. Ayes: Five. Nays: 
None.

ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY, Supplies           	 $7.64
B & K AUTOMOTIVE, Services              	 $295.85
BLACK HAWK WASTE DISPOSAL, Services     	 $5,814.90
BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT CO., Supplies    	 $64.17
BRIAN DELAGARDELLE, Cell Phone Reimbursement            	 $75.00
BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS, Supplies        	 $113.13
BUCHANAN COUNTY ECONONIC DEVELOPMENT, Dues	 $500.00
BUTLER COUNTY REC, Electric             	 $59,367.43
CASEY’S GENERAL STORE, Gas	 $550.59
CITY OF FAIRBANK, Gas & Electric             	 $4,199.38
CITY OF FAIRBANK, Replenish Postage              	 $21.90
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION, Natural Gas    	 $3,569.80
CLAYTON ENERGY CORPORATION, Reservation    	 $9,386.23
DAVID JERGENS, Mileage/Cell Phone Reimbursement	 $349.79
DON’S TRUCK SALES, Services             	 $420.58
EMERGENCY MEDICAL PRODUCTS, Supplies    	 $1,586.42
FAIRBANK SIGN DESIGN, Supplies          	 $125.00
FARM WIN CO-OP, Diesel                	 $1,283.33
FELD FIRE, Supplies                     	 $100.00
FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUREAU, Training  	 $50.00
HAWKEYE ALARM & SIGNAL CO., Services    	 $250.00
IA DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, Registration      	 $70.00
IAMU, Services                          	 $1,585.00
IOWA PUMP WORKS, Equipment               	 $1,432.04
IOWA REGIONAL UTILITIES ASSOC., Water	 $6,588.35
IPERS, Benefits                     	 $4,329.52
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, Supplies          	 $28.93
KEYSTONE LABORATORIES, INC., Testing   	 $689.70
KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Training    	 $70.00
LYNCH DALLAS, P.C., Attorney Fees            	 $82.50
MEDIACOM, Cable & Phone/Internet                      	 $475.88
MODERN BUILDING PRODUCTS, Supplies/Equipment      	$2,349.83
NE SECURITY BANK, Payroll Processing Fee 2/1/21              	$10.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Payroll Processing Fee 2/16/21              	$7.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Utility ACH Service Charge              	 $10.00
NSB/H S A, H S A Contributions                      	 $150.00
NSB/H S A, Payroll Deductions    	 $290.00
OELWEIN PUBLISHING, Publishings            	 $476.51
PREMIER TECHNOLOGY, Services            	 $23.75
QUICK MED CLAIMS, Billing Services          	 $100.34
ROBERTS, STEVENS,PRENDERGAST, Attorney Fees	 $937.50
SAFELITE FULFILLMENT, INC, Windshield     	 $299.97
STOREY KENWORTHY/MATT PARROTT, Supplies	 $455.63
SUPERIOR WELDING SUPPLY CO., Supplies   	 $112.19
TOM & ANNETTE HYDE, Rebate            	 $325.00
TOM’S AUTO TRIM, Services               	 $190.00
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA, Feb. Excise Tax       	 $1,121.81
TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA, Feb. Sales Taxes       	 $3,165.42
U. S. TREASURY, 941 Taxes                	 $6,604.12
U.S. BANK, PEFA Gas                     	 $10,751.99
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO., Supplies         	 $713.44
VERIZON WIRELESS, Cell Phones              	 $158.52
VISA, Training/Supplies                          	 $157.08
WELLMARK, Premium                      	 $3,526.89
WINDSTREAM ENTERPRISE, Services         	 $508.17
The Library Board Approved the following bills on February 3, 2021:
SYNCB/AMAZON, Supplies                  	 $24.58
BAKER & TAYLOR INC., Books           	 $547.18
CITY OF FAIRBANK, Gas & Electric             	 $208.90
FAIRBANK POSTMASTER, Box Fee           	 $86.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Wire Fee              	 $25.00
NE SECURITY BANK, Payroll Processing Fee 2/16/21              	$3.00
OVERDRIVE, INC., EBooks               	 $300.00
STOREY KENWORTHY/MATT PARROTT, Supplies	 $25.00
WINDSTREAM ENTERPRISE, Services         	 $69.24
Jergens informed the council that he had attended pool class and 

passed the test. He also stated that the pool was looking good for 
startup which is just around the corner but that there would be some 
maintenance done in the fall. Delagardelle said they had been working on 
the truck. New tires and switching the boxes around. Mayor Harter had 
a survey from the CAPS program on bike trails that he distributed and 
stated the CAPS students would be joining a meeting in the future. He 
also mentioned that he received two letters from IMFOA (Iowa Municipal 
Finance Officers Association) that stated that Brittany Fuller had obtained 
the designations of Iowa Certified Municipal Clerk and Iowa Certified Mu-
nicipal Finance Officer.

T. Woods/Vorwald to adjourn at 7:20 PM. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
Mike Harter, Mayor
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk
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WE NEED YOUR LISTINGS!!      Spring Market is Quickly Approaching !!

404 7th Ave. SE, Oelwein..PENDING
1316 2nd St. SE, Oelwein..PENDING
506 1st St. NE, Oelwein.....PENDING
232 1st Ave. SE, Oelwein...PENDING
128 4th Ave. SE, Oelwein...PENDING

129 3rd Ave. SE, Oelwein............SOLD
122 1st St. NE, Oelwein.............PENDING
9909 R Ave., Maynard...............PENDING
135 RIch St., Maynard...........PENDING
735 Southlawn Ct., Oelwein.PENDING

NEW
Listing!

$38,000
945 S. Frederick, Oelwein

2 bedroom, 1 bath,
HUGE yard.

JUST LISTED!
2.29 Acres m/l

Great Building Potential

$99,500
424 7th Ave. SE, Oelwein

3 bedroom, 1.5 baths 

$59,500
433 3rd Ave. SE, Oelwein
Large 2 Bdr. home with attached 

2 car garage, corner lot

Residential 
Building Lot 

$25,000

WE NEED 
YOUR 

LISTINGS!

CALL US TODAY!

RICH
CHARACTER!

$75,000
40 3rd Ave. SE, Oelwein

2 bedroom, 2 car 
tandem garage, 

Large eat-in 
kitchen, Large 
Living room, LL 
Family room 

w/ 1/2 bath.  
Lots of Updates.

504 1st Ave. NE, Oelwein         $140,000
Large stately character home, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, large 

livingroom, large dining room, 
large eat-in kitchen, 2 family room 
areas in basement. 2+ car tandem 
garage, huge bi-level deck w/LL 

patio, hobby/storage building, new 
shingles. Newer windows. 

This home is an entertainers dream!
2 bed., 1 bath, detached garage, 

$84,500
723 2nd Ave. SE, Oelwein

818 7th Ave. NE, Oelwein 
Oelwein ranch, 3 bedrooms, 

1 3/4 baths, updated flooring & paint, 
kitchen updates, LL family room, awesome 

3-4 Season Room overlooking wooded area.

NEW
Listing!

624 4th Ave. SW
Oelwein

2 bedroom,
brick ranch. 

1 updated bath, 
newer kitchen, 

steel roof, 
oversized
garage.

NEW
Listing!


