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This year Wapsie Val-
ley welcomes 9 new staff 
members to the team. 
The new staff and their 
positions (L to R) are: Kim 
Williamson-Fairbank Ele-
mentary Associate, Cindy 
Shupe-Study Hall/Span-
ish Room Supervisor, 
Morgan Reinking-Fair-
bank Elementary Associ-
ate, Andrea Rademach-
er-JH/HS Associate, 
Jenna Platte- Readlyn 
Elementary Custodian, 
Jaylyn Gibbs -5-12 Band, 

Wapsie Valley welcomes new staff 
for the 2025-26 School Year

See STAFF, A3

August 25, 2025, It was 
the first day of school, and 
the weather couldn’t have 
been more perfect—75 de-
grees, a gentle breeze, and 
a clear blue sky, promising 
a day filled with new be-
ginnings. Children darted 
through the neighbor-
hoods, their backpacks 
bouncing with every ex-
cited step.

A bright yellow school 
bus pulled up at the  school 
ready to take a group of 
kids to the high school, its 
doors swinging open with 
a welcoming whoosh. The 
bus driver, Mr. Tracy Gru-
etzmacher, greeted each 
kid with a warm smile, 
having known many of 

See SCHOOL, A8

Wapsie 
Valley kicks 

off a new 
school year

Join us on Thursday, 
September 18, for a guided 
bus tour. The itinerary in-
cludes visits to Saint Peter 
and Paul Church in Peters-
burg, the Cathedral of Ra-
phael in Dubuque, lunch 
at Breitbach’s in Balltown, 
and Promised Land Win-
ery in Millville. All this is 

Guided bus tour 
on Sept. 18

See TRIP, A6
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SERVING FAIRBANK AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Sponsored by:
Fairbank Community Club

Fairbank, Iowa 50629

Mailed free of charge to everyone with a 
Fairbank or Oran zipcode.

MAYOR JASON KAYSER
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A NOTE FROM 
THE MAYOR

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER
Deadline for the September publication is Sept. 23. 

Please contact Melaine at 319–404–7116 or email fairbankislander@gmail.com

WCI Trucking LLC
Connor & Randy Woods
Ph. 319-231-2805

 RAGBRAI® was a great 
success!  Preliminary 
reports indicate the net 
revenue to businesses 
and non-profits to be 
$90,500.  RAGBRAI® offi-
cial were overwhelmed 
by our organization, 
cleanliness, and ame-
nities.  They indicated 
Fairbank will be a stop 
again in 3 to 5 years. 

By now, I am sure 
most of you have seen 
the new sidewalk ex-
tending from Rhonda 
Rd. to Cedar Dr. This 
was a vision of the late 
Mayor Mike Harter, 
then worked continued 
under Mayor Bill Cow-
ell, and finally complet-
ed this summer.  The 
project faced a few set-
backs, as well as some 
bureaucratic red tape 
associated with receiv-
ing state and federal 
funding.  However, we 
were persistent and got 
it completed.  Mayor 
Harter’s vision was to 

have an interconnected 
sidewalk/trail system 
around the city, and 
this sidewalk is a vital 
piece of that goal. City 
Clerk Brittany Fuller 
worked diligently on 
authoring an Iowa DOT 
grant to fund the lion 
share of the project, 
and I believe this proj-
ect is a fitting remem-
brance to Mayor Mike 
Harter.

In late August and 
early September we 

will be completing city 
road projects including 
resurfacing 4th Street, 
installing drainage tile 
and resurfacing the 
700 block of Christian’s 
Trail, and regular seal 
coating as preventa-
tive maintenance on 
our streets.  Please be 
patient with road crews 
as they complete their 
work.

A big thank you to 
the Fairbank Commu-
nity Club who once 
again hosted the Music 
in the Park series.  The 
weather was uncoop-
erative for a number of 
the days, however the 
events were still a great 
time.  The Community 
Club is always looking 
for new members, and 
more importantly, new/
fresh ideas!  If you are 
interested, please con-
tact Tammy Erickson at 
319-215-7693

Fairbank Elementary is proud to 
introduce our new staff this 25-26 
school year!! Ms. Balvanz is our new 
3rd Grade teacher and Mrs. Reinking 
is an Instructional Associate. Mrs. 

Williamson is an Instructional As-
sociate in Preschool. Mr. Kleitsch is 
returning to Fairbank Elementary as 
our shared P.E. Teacher with Read-
lyn Elementary and Mrs. Downs is 

our shared Guidance Counselor with 
Readlyn Elementary. Ms. Gibbs is 
our 5th and 6th Grade Band Teacher! 
We are lucky to have these profes-
sionals join our WV Family!!

Fairbank Elementary welcomes new staff

Corynn Downs Jaylyn Gibbs John Kleitsch 

Kim Williamson Morgan Reinking Reese Balvanz
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Please send 
us your 

celebrations. 
Celebrations are free 

to submit. 
fairbankislander@

gmail.com

BIRTHDAY

Happy 8th 
Birthday Ivy! 
We love you so much! Love 

Dad, Mom, Jett, Remi

Wapsie Valley welcomes new staff for 
the 2025-26 School Year

Marlene Franzen-JH/HS Science, 
Corynn Downs-Elementary Counselor, 
Reese Balvanz-3rd Grade Teacher Fair-

bank Elementary
We are looking forward to a fun and 

exciting 2025-26 school year. As always, 
if you have any questions or concerns 
please reach out to your building and 
speak with your child’s teacher or build-

ing principal. If you have any questions 
or concerns please reach out to your 
building and speak with your child’s 
teacher or building principal. Thank 
you for your support and Go Warriors!

CONTINUED FROM A1 

COURTESY PHOTO

My name is Corynn Downs, and I’m so excited to join 
Wapsie Valley as the elementary school counselor. 
I’m passionate about helping kids build confidence 
and resilience and I can’t wait to get to know the 
students, family and community. In my free time, I 
enjoy spending time with my family, traveling and 
reading.

COURTESY PHOTO

My name is Jaylyn Gibbs and I will be teaching 5-12 band. 
I grew up in New Hartford, Iowa and I am excited to be 
at Wapsie Valley  this year.

COURTESY PHOTO

I am Ms. Franzen. I will be teaching 7th grade sci-
ence and high school Biology this year. I graduated 
from Upper Iowa University last December and I am 
very excited to become a Wapsie Valley Warrior this 
year!

COURTESY PHOTO

Hello Wapsie Valley Community! My name is Ms. Balvanz 
and I will be teaching 3rd grade at Fairbank Elementary. 
I am so excited to be a part of this district and get to 
know all of you.

PELLA — Gunner Meyer, Fair-
bank, has been named to Cen-
tral College’s Spring 2025 Dean’s 
List. Meyer, Class of 2026, is 
among the 410 students named 
to the dean’s list.

To qualify for this honor, stu-
dents must earn a 3.5 GPA or 
higher on a 4.0 scale while taking 
12 or more graded credit hours 

for the semester.
Congratulations, Gunner.
Central College of Pella is a pri-

vate college founded in 1853 and 
shaped by its Christian heritage. 
The college of 1,100 students 
participates in NCAA Division III 
athletics and is a member of the 
American Rivers Conference.

Meyer on Central College 
Dean’s List

BIRTHDAY

Happy 
Birthday

Tom Buzynski on Sept. 22
Scott Buzynski on Sept. 15

BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday
Wishing these 2 beautiful 
people a happy birthday! 

Celebrate Big!
Patty Klenzman on Sept. 2
Melissa Klenzman on Sept. 15
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Woods Funeral Home
400 Lakeside Drive Fairbank

319-635-2207

Our family serving your family, since 1959

DON’T BE SHY
Announce your wedding or engagement in 

THE FAIRBANK ISLANDER
Just email fairbankislander@gmail.com or call 
319.404.7116  to start spreading the good news!

The City of Fairbank will be holding a mu-
nicipal election this November. The position 
of Mayor and three council seats will be on 
the ballot. The mayor’s position has a two-
year term, and the council seats have four-
year terms. Jason Kayser is the current mayor. 
Tammy Erickson, Tyler Woods, and Michael 
Gruetzmacher are the council seats that will 
be on the ballot.

The people elected will begin to serve as of 
January 1, 2026.

If you have any interest in running, there are 
two forms that need to be turned into Buchan-
an County no later than September 18th.

The two forms are an Affidavit of Candidacy, 
which must be completed by the candidate 
and signed in the presence of a notary, and a 
Nomination Petition, which must contain the 
signatures of at least 10 eligible voters. Can-
didates should collect and file more than the 
minimum number of signatures. 

These forms are available at City Hall from 
the City Clerk, from the courthouse, or from 
the Secretary of State website at 

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electionin-
fo/cityelections.html.

The election will be held on November 4, 
2025.

City of 
Fairbank 

City Council 
Opportunity

MAKING A  Difference
Every dollar counts 

and these four kids were 
excited to share some 
of their profits from the 
RAGBRI® lemonade 
stand.

Caden & Lauren Mat-
thias, Sophia Hesse, 
Nora Levendusky donat-
ed $100.00 to Fairbank 
Elementary Every Child 
Plays inclusive play-
ground fundraiser.

A fun fact is that the 
Matthias kids have 
worked hard selling lem-
onade the past 2 years 
and now have donated a 
total of $1100 to the play-
ground fundraiser. Great 
job kids on making a dif-
ference in your commu-
nity one dollar at a time.

Lemonade stand gives back to the community

Do you know 
someone that is making 

a difference in our 
neighborhood? 

Please submit a photo with a short 
story describing what they have 

accomplished.

MELAINE BUZYNSKI PHOTOS

Top: Sophia Hesse, Nora Levendusky and Lauren Matth-
ias get their lemonade stand set up.
Left: The lemonade stand serves RAGBRI® riders when 
they came through Fairbank on July 25, 2025.
Above: Caden Matthais gives a thumbs up to another 
successful fundraising project. 
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We were total strangers in 
a hardware store. Nonethe-
less, we each nodded to one 
another in a silent gesture 
of “hello,” as we crossed 
paths.

I was headstrong to the 
automotive department, so 
I never gave him a second 
thought. It happened that 
I walked through the after-
math of his cologne, and it 
blanketed over me like the 
morning sun. I instantly 
revisited that old familiar 
scent of “Old Spice,” and to 
the degree of walking back-
wards into yesterday.

Most every morning, I 
was awakened in the ear-
ly morning darkness to a 
soft, faint light creeping 
under my bedroom door, 
like a friendly ghost crawl-
ing across the carpet. That 
gave me the sign that my 
dad was in the bathroom 
getting ready for another 
workday. Like the “Ener-
gizer Bunny,” I’d turn back 
the sheets, scamper down 
the hallway and reach up 
to open the bathroom door 
handle to let myself in. My 
presence was no surprise, 
and looking back now, I 
think Dad accepted this 
as time to share before he 
went to work for the day.

I was always in time, and 
on time, to watch him shave 
his face. The sink was half-
filled with boiling hot water. 
I watched the steam vapors 
rise up like witchcraft, so 
hot they steamed his mir-
ror. It didn’t seem to matter, 
though. He would simply 
swipe the mirror with a dry, 

white towel kept close at 
hand, on the towel bar.

To a youngster, the shav-
ing cream on his face could 
have easily been freshly 
fallen snow on a snow-
capped mountain. His 
razor, a toboggan gliding 
down the hills and valleys. 
I remember giggling at all 
the different faces he made 
while guiding his razor over 
uncharted whisker territo-
ry. Each pass was followed 
by a swish or two in the sink 
water, to clean off the razor 
for another pass.

Occasionally, dad put a 
little shaving cream on my 
face, held me up to the mir-
ror, and with a plastic credit 
card, I’d shave my own face. 
I was always careful not to 
make those funny faces and 
my sink swishes were a lit-
tle less dramatic.

After dad finished his 
shave routine came the best 
part ... the “face spank.” 
He’d grab the bottle with 
the ship on it, shake a few 
drops into his hands, rub 
them together, and spank 
his face and neck with the 
Old Spice cologne. Occa-
sionally, I’d get a few “pats” 
to the face myself, after a 
“close” credit-card shave, 
that is. That scent would 
stay with me all day long.

Someone bumped my 
shopping cart, and I was 
startled from my “yester-
day’s shave” daydream. I 
remember coming to the 
store for a car battery, but 
I found myself pushing a 
shopping cart with every-
thing from drills to diapers 
I must have subconsciously 
selected while off in my 
daydreams. A car battery 
was all I needed, so I abort-
ed mission, parked the full 
cart and went and located 
an empty one. It didn’t take 
long to finish my one-item 
shopping list.

I arrived at the checkout 
counter, paid the attendant 
and headed for home, with 
my one bottle of Old Spice.

J.D. Francis is a business-
man and developer living in 
Waverly. He can be reached 
at jdfranpaint@msn.com.

Wasn’t It Yesterday?
The “Old Spice” of life

COLUMN BY

JD FRANCIS

Wapsie Valley High School 
Class of 1975 celebrates 

50 year reunion

Oran, IA – August 20, 2025 – The 
Wapsie Valley High School Class 
of 1975 celebrated their 50th high 
school reunion with a memorable 
gathering at the Oran Community 
Hall.  Held on August 16, 2025, 
the event brought together forty-
fourclassmates, (plus spouses), 
who reminisced about their high 
school days and celebrated five 
decades of friendship and shared 
experiences.

The reunion weekend featured 
a golf outing at the Maple Hills 
Country Club in Tripoli, a social 

evening at The Outpost in Oran, 
and a catered lunch at the Oran 
Community Hall. A slideshow of 
high school photos and past re-
unions was followed by a short 
musical performance honoring 
classmates who have passed, and 
our military. Classmates recon-
nected, shared updates, and told 
stories from their time at Wapsie 
Valley High School.

The organizing committee was 
thrilled to have had such a wonder-
ful turnout for our 50th reunion. It 
was a special time to reflect on our 

journey since graduation and to 
celebrate the enduring bonds that 
have kept us connected over the 
years.

The Wapsie Valley High School 
Class of 1975 extends their grati-
tude to the Oran Community Hall 
for hosting the event and to all the 
classmates who attended, making 
the reunion a resounding success.

For more information about the 
reunion or to stay connected with 
the Wapsie Valley High School 
Class of 1975, please contact Wap-
sieValleyHS1975@gmail.com

  (319) 635-2058 

 101 6th Street

P.O. Box 252
Fairbank, IA 50629

Complete Auto Repair

SSeerrvviinngg  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  2266++  YYeeaarrss!!

BB  &&  KK  AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE
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SEND OBITS TO 
fairbankislander@gmail.com

Jim E. Schneider

James “Jim” Edward 
Schneider, age 66, of 
Readlyn passed away 
suddenly on Tuesday, 
August 19, 2025. Jim 
was born January 31, 
1959 in Waterloo, the 
son of Carl and Lori 
(Mangrich) Schneider. 
Jim attended Wapsie 
Valley Community 
Schools and graduated 
with the class of 1977.  On October 6, 1984, he mar-
ried Jody Otto at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Klinger. Jim began his career in agriculture at 
Readlyn Farm Center. He worked in the feed mill 
and hauled feed for local farmers in the area. After 
the closing of Readlyn Farm Center, he continued 
the work he loved at Dunkerton Co-Op Elevator. 
Jim continued serving in the agricultural industry 
until he retired within the last few years. When he 
wasn’t working his day job, he could be found 
doing handyman chores and fixing up things 
around the house. Jim loved the outdoors, wheth-
er it was hunting or farming, it was for him.  Most 
recently, his favorite hobby was spending time 
with his five grandkids that he loved so much.

Survived by: His wife of 40 years, Jody, a daugh-
ter, Jenna Schneider of Jesup; a son, Justin (Abbie) 
Schneider of Jesup; another daughter Jacee 
(Travis) Kvach of Cedar Rapids; five grandkids Bo, 
Ava, Kylie, Jack Schneider, and Madden Kvach; one 
sister, Linda (Norm) Delagardelle; one brother, 
Bob (Jackie) Schneider; mother-in-law, Bev Otto; 
brother-in-law, Gary Weber.

Preceded in death by: His parents Carl and Lori 
Schneider; sister, Joyce Weber; father-in-law, 
Darwin Otto

Visitation took place on Monday, August 25, 
2025 at Woods Funeral Home

Funeral Mass took place on Tuesday, August 26, 
2025 at Immaculate Conception Fairbank.

Interment: Immaculate Conception Cemetery
Lunch was served at the Immaculate 

Conception Parish Center in Fairbank following 
the service.

Memorials may be directed to the family for 
later designation.

January 31, 1959 - 
August 19, 2025

Celebration of Life
Our Fairbank PTO is part-

nering with Mrs. Tammy 
Erickson again this year to 
offer Art to our students at 
Fairbank Elementary. Our 
PTO also provides the op-
portunity for our students 
to attend the Gallagher 
Bluedorn for performanc-
es that address content 
knowledge, traditional cur-
riculum and emotional 
intelligence. Some of the 
shows we will be attending 
include: Mister C Live Vol-
ume 2: The World in Mo-

tion, Maddi’s Fridge, Stunt-
boy: In the Meantime, and 
Curious George: The Gold-
en Meatball. PTO’s major 
fundraiser will be kicked off 
on September 11. Last year 
they made over $11,000 
with this fundraiser. Please 
consider contributing to 
this fundraiser by purchas-
ing an item or making a 
donation by cash or check. 
All students benefit from 
the support of the Fairbank 
PTO.

Fairbank PTO partners with 
Erickson to offer art to students

CONTINUED FROM A1 

Guided bus tour on Sept. 18

available for $24 
per person, including 
transportation and 
lunch. Spaces are lim-
ited, so please contact 
Michelle Weepie at 
319-215-0778 to re-
serve your seat.

COURTESY PHOTO

During the guided 
bus tour there 

will be a stop for 
lunch at Breitbach’s 

Country Dining in 
Balltown.
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Brad, Adam & Ben Bachman
641-330-1233     319-635-2229

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Service: 9:00 AM

Pastor Grant Tapken
Worship Service: 10:00 AM

107 2nd Street
Fairbank, Iowa 50629

904-505-5230
Pastor Daniel Search

Worship Service: 9:15 AM

Join us in welcoming 
Pastor Dan to our com-
munity.  Pastor Dan has 
recently begun serving at 
Fairbank United Method-
ist Church. Most recently 
Dan served at Callahan 
Methodist Church in Flori-
da where he retired. Before 
he was called to ministry 
Dan worked in the service 
department in the auto-
motive industry, starting 
in Michigan then moving 
to Florida.  Through his life 
Dan has learned that God 
will call us and prepare 
us to serve regardless of 
where we are in our life.

In ministry Dan has 
learned that strong 
churches make strong 
communities.  Churches 
can’t stand strong alone 
and every denomination 
are stronger working to-
gether.  Dan has a passion 
for preaching and teach-
ing God’s Word bringing 
the teaching to life through 
discipleship and service.

Through his life Dan has 
served with mission teams 
and organizations in Mich-
igan, Kentucky, Mississip-
pi, North Carolina, Elue-

thera Bahamas, Nicaragua, 
and Cuba. He believes 
serving doesn’t win our 
salvation, rather because 
of our faith in Jesus Christ 

we can’t resist loving and 
serving his people. Dan 
looks forward to meeting 
you, worshiping, learning 
and serving together.

Welcome Pastor Daniel Search
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them since they started kin-
dergarten. Parents lingered 
nearby, snapping pictures of 
their little ones as they stepped 
onto the pavement, all dressed 
in their best for the big day—new 
shoes, crisp outfits, and bright 
smiles. Today was just the begin-
ning, but it promised to be a day 
full of promise, excitement, and 
laughter—a perfect way to start 
the school year.

Wapsie Valley kicks off a new school year
CONTINUED FROM A1 

COURTESY PHOTO

Right: Elementary Secretary 
Tara Sullivan and WV student 
Rowdy.
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COME JOIN US FOR

EVERYONE WELCOME
FREE WILL OFFERING

SEPTEMBER 28
SPONSORED BY FFC

OCTOBER 12
SPONSORED BY 4TH & 8TH GRADES

OCTOBER 26
SPONSORED BY FFC

  
      
 

 

 
 

Please Join Us!!! 
September 17, 2025 @ 11:30 AM 

Immaculate Conception Parish Hall, Fairbank   

Sponsored by IC Parish Life Committee 

 

 

 

 

        

         SUNDAY, October 19 
   IC Church Mass   10:00AM  

SSeerrvviinngg      1111::0000  AAMM  ––  22::0000  PPMM  

    RRooaasstt  BBeeeeff,,  HHaamm            
MMaasshheedd  PPoottaattooeess,,  GGrraavvyy,,  BBaakkeedd  BBeeaannss,,    

    CCoolleessllaaww,,  RRoollllss,,  &&  BBeevveerraaggeess  

SSoofftt  SSeerrvvee  IIccee  CCrreeaamm  &&  DDeesssseerrtt  

          Adults: $15   Ages 5-11: $7    

     4 & under Free     Carry Outs Available  

    
   PPiieess,,  CCooookkiieess,,  CCaakkeess,,  
      BBrreeaaddss,,  JJaammss  aanndd  JJeelllliieess,,  
        SSaallssaass,,  CCaannnneedd  ggooooddss   

 
          Please join us!!! 

 

 

    Raffle tickets- $5.00 ea. 

    Sold before & during event  

Top Prize $500 & (5) $100 Prizes 

Drawing at 2PM! 

  Need not be present to win!!   

 

COURTESY PHOTO

Mark Collett, a board member of the BCHT, delivered First 
Aid kits to Fairbank Elementary on the first day of school! 
The kits are provided by the Buchanan County Health Trust 
in Independence. Over the last 35 years the Health Trust has 
invested more than $1 million in medical equipment, health 
initiatives, training, and education, benefiting nonprofits 
throughout Buchanan County Iowa. Fairbank Elementary is 
appreciative of their generosity!

BCHT donates first 
aid kits to Fairbank 

Elementary

Once upon a homecoming
Homecoming Community Pep Rally

Thursday, Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. in the main gym.

Homecoming Game
Friday, Sept. 19 VS Midland at 7 p.m.

Homecoming Dance
Saturday, Sept. 20. Time: TBD



A10   SEPTEMBER 3,  2025 FAIRBANK ISLANDER

MEDICARE
QUESTIONS?

I CAN HELP!

119 E Main St. Fairbank, IA 

Call me, your LOCAL Expert!

319-635-2526 | amy@vandaeleins.com

VanDaele Insurance

Amy Rechkemmer

Call or E-mail me, I’ll help answer all your health 
insurance plan questions!

“Currently we represent 9 organizations which offer 29 products in your area. You can always contact Medicare.gov, 
1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Programs for help with plan choices.”

Review or change your plan from October 15th to December 7th

it’s almost . . . OPEN ENROLLMENT!

At POET, we believe in cultivating communities and growing 
the local economy. We have been using biotechnology to 
create sustainable solutions from local agricultural products 
for 35 years – ensuring that rural farm families can continue 
to do what they love for generations to come.
poet.com/fairbank
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COURTESY PHOTO

Congratulations to Alivia Weepie for receiving 2 blue ribbons for your en-
tries at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines, Iowa.
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FALL SPORTS

COLE NEGEN  |  WAVERLY NEWSPAPERS

The 2025 Wapsie Valley volleyball team (In alphabetical order: Tessa Brunscheon, Sawyer Buhr, Taylor Buhr, Espyn Decker, Maddie Ladeburg, Bailey Murphy, 
Claire O’Donnell, Kiley Schmitz, Taylor Schneider, Emry Shannon, Kalle Voy).

COLE NEGEN  |  WAVERLY NEWSPAPERS

The 2025 Wapsie Valley Football team (In alphbetical order: Cooper Adair, Jordyn Bates, Bryar Bellis, Kayden Bentley, Brock Berg, Brayden Berinobis, Ethan 
Biretz, Zach Boevers, Wesley Bram, Griffin Brown, Gabe Chase, Hunter Curley, Cadyn Dana, Dayton Etringer, Gabe Fischels, Reece Hagenow, Gavin Henry, 
Blake Hess, Caleb Hogan, Carter Kaufman, Wally Kaufman, Brecken Mangrich, Greyson Miller, Landen Moulds, Ryker Oberle, Luke Riordan, Hayden Ryherd, 
Carver Schares, James Seemann, Lane Shores, Andrew Tiedt, Evan Wedemeier, Krayton Zimmerman. The 2025 Wapsie Valley cheerleaders are, in alphabeti-
cal order: Ela Adamson, co-captain Ava Auel, Callie Collins, Addilyn Fuller, Allie Happel, Delana Johnsonston, Maren Jones, Landry Kane, Oakley Kaufman, 
captain Norah

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL
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FALL SPORTS

COLE NEGEN  |  WAVERLY NEWSPAPERS

The 2025 Wapsie Valley girls cross-country team (In alphabetical order: Maya Barnes, Brinley Boehme, Alyssa Davie, Bella Farley, Kinsley Farley, Austin 
Franck, Adalynn Kane, Ava Meyer, Eliza Meyer, Miriam Rulapaugh, Maleena Sander, Amy Schutte, Reagan Szurley, Adelynn Wierck).

COLE NEGEN  |  WAVERLY NEWSPAPERS

The 2025 Wapsie Valley boys cross-country team (In alphbetical order: Aiden Brady, Jack Brodigan, Eric Bryan, Elijah Eike, Jace Heasley-Eike, Hayden Hilsen-
beck, Madden Kane, Daniel Matthias, Finn Schaefer, Bailey Szurley, Cameron Szurley, Marshall Weepie).

CROSS COUNTRY

CROSS COUNTRY
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ROSTER
Name 	 Year
Tessa Brunscheon	 JR
Sawyer Buhr	 SO
Taylor Buhr	 SR
Espyn Decker	 FR
Maddie Ladeburg	 SR
Bailey Murphy	 JR
Claire O’Donnell	 SR
Kiley Schmitz	 SR
Taylor Schneider	 JR
Emry Shannon	 FR
Kalle Voy	 SR

SCHEDULE
9/9	 Sumner-Fredericksburg	 7:30 PM
9/13	 Aplington-Parkersburg tournament	
		  9 AM
9/16	 at Jesup	 7:30 PM
9/23	 Union Community	 7:30 PM
9/25	 at Janesville	 5 PM
9/25	 Saint Ansgar (Janesville)	 6 PM
9/25	 Central Springs (Janesville)	 7 PM
9/27	 Nevada tournament	 8:30 AM
9/30	 at Oelwein	 7:30 PM
10/4	 Bobcat tournament (Western 
Dubuque)		 8:30 AM

10/7	 NICL Tournament Day 1	 5 PM
10/9	 NICL Tournament Day 2	 5 PM
10/14	 at Grundy Center	 7:30 PM
10/16	 Sumner-Fred quadrangular	 5 PM

Class 1A postseason
10/20	 First round	 7 PM
10/22	 Second round	 7 PM
10/27	 Third round	 7 PM
10/29	 Regional championship	 7 PM
11/3-6	 State (XStream Arena, Coralville)		
		  TBA

ROSTER
1 	 Bryar Bellis 	 JR 	 WR/DB 	 5’8” 	 140
2 	 Reece Hagenow 	 SR 	 WR/DB 	 5’10” 	 175
3 	 Dayton Etringer 	 SO 	 RB/DB 	 5’4” 	 145
5 	 Gavin Henry 	 JR 	 RB/DB 	 6’0” 	 170
6 	 Gage Fischels 	 SO 	 WR/DB 	 5’7” 	 130
8 	 Brecken Mangrich 	 SO 	 WR/DB 	 5’9” 	 132
9 	 Landen Moulds 	 JR 	 WR/DB 	 6’3” 	 170
10 	 Krayton Zimmerman 	 SR 	 WR/DB 	 5’11” 	 158
11 	 Carver Schares 	 SR 	 WR/LB 	 6’4” 	 180
14 	 Evan Wedemeier 	 SO 	 QB/DB 	 5’7” 	 131
16 	 Caleb Hogan 	 JR 	 QB/DB 	 5’11” 	 210
18 	 Griffin Brown 	 JR 	 WR/DB 	 6’4” 	 143
20 	 Kayden Bentley 	 SO 	 RB/LB 	 5’9” 	 152
22 	 Blake Hesse 	 SR 	 TE/LB 	 5’10” 	 190
23 	 Brock Berg 	 SO 	 TE/LB 	 5’8” 	 147
24 	 Hunter Curley 	 SR 	 RB/DE 	 6’1” 	 205

28 	 Wally Kaufman 	 JR 	 TE/LB 	 5’10” 	 165
30 	 Carter Kaufman 	 SR 	 TE/DE 	 6’1” 	 200
32 	 Brayden Berinobis 	 JR 	 FB/LB 	 5’10” 	 170
33 	 Cadyn Dana 	 JR 	 RB/LB 	 5’10” 	 170
40 	 Andrew Tiedt 	 SR 	 FB/LB 	 5’8” 	 185
51 	 Lane Shores 	 JR 	 OL/DT 	 6’2” 	 195
52 	 Cooper Adair 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 6’4” 	 205
56 	 Jordyn Bates 	 SR 	 OL/DL 	 5’11” 	 200
58 	 Ethan Biretz 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 5’10” 	 209
59 	 Greysen Miller 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 6’1” 	 207
65 	 Gabe Chase 	 SO 	 OL/DL 	 5’5” 	 150
66 	 Ryker Oberle 	 SO 	 OL/DL 	 6’2” 	 210
70 	 James Seemann 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 5’8” 	 238
72 	 Hayden Ryherd 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 6’0” 	 205
73 	 Zach Boevers 	 JR 	 OL/DL 	 6’0” 	 265
74 	 Wesley Bram 	 SO 	 OL/DL 	 5’7” 	 200
79 	 Luke Riordan 	 SR 	 OL/DL 	 6’3” 	 285

SCHEDULE
9/5	 at East Buchanan 	 7 PM
9/12	 at North Cedar 	 7 PM
9/19	 Midland 	 7 PM
9/26	 at Maquoketa Valley 	 7 PM
10/3	 at South Winneshiek 	 7 PM
10/10	 East Marshall 	 7 PM
10/17	 North Linn 	 7 PM

SCHEDULE
9/9	Dick Pollitt Go-Hawk Classic (Max Championship XC Course)	 6:30 PM
9/16 Starmont Invitational (Arlington) 				    6:10 PM
9/22	 Denver Invitational (Willow Run Country Club)	 5 PM
9/25  Sam Iverson Invitational (Town & Country Golf Club)	 5 PM
9/30	Jesup Invitational (Jesup Golf & Country Club)	 5:15 PM
10/7	Wolverine Invitational (Fox Ridge Golf Course)	 6:15 PM
10/9	 New Hampton Invitational   4:30 PM
10/16  North Iowa Cedar League meet (Hickory Grove Golf Course)	 3 PM
10/23 Class 1A state qualifier	 TBA
11/1 Class 1A state meet (Fort Dodge)	 TBA

WAPSIE VALLEY VOLLEYBALL

WAPSIE VALLEY FOOTBALL

WAPSIE VALLEY CROSS COUNTRY
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 Wapsie Valley CSD
Regular School Board Meeting

August 18, 2025
Pledge of Allegiance
1. President Wolfe called the Regular 
Meeting of the Board to order at 6:30 PM
A. Directors:  Aiello, Auel, Kaufman, 
Sauerbrei, & Wolfe. Declared a quorum
B. Superintendent Hoover, Secretary 
Arndt & Principals Murphy, Forsyth, & 
Myers 
C. Others: Vaughn Gross, & virtual partici-
pants.
2. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Aiello to approve the agenda as present-
ed. Motion carried 5-0 
3. Public Forum - Mr. Gross explained 
summer training for robotics with the 
STEM grant he received.
4. Consent Items - Moved by Auel, 
Seconded by Kaufman to approve the 
consent items including the bills being 
reviewed by Adam Kaufman and the open 
enrollment as follows-Christine & Luke 
Taylor request to open enroll their 9th & 
10th-grade daughters to WSR after a 
move from Missouri effective the 25-26 
school year as presented. Motion car-
ried-5-0 FYI-Patrick & Julie Lansing will be 
transferring their 10th grade daughter to 
Don Bosco
Steve & Kayla Belinsky will be transferring 
their 7th, 10th, & 11th-grade daughters to 
Don Bosco.
5. Board - None
6. Superintendent Hoover’s report includes 
Thank yous, 7-12 HVAC project, Readlyn 
little warrior, before & after school pro-
gram, preservice/welcome back, summer 
work, & Spanish program.
District, PK-6 & 7-12 Principals - report 
included learning opportunities, welcom-
ing new & existing staff, warrior walkabout, 
& activities. 
7. Personnel - Resignations - Moved by 
Sauerbrei, Seconded by Aiello to approve 
the resignation of Kaleb Krall-
Assistant Wrestling Coach, Austin Jeanes-
JH Girls Track Coach, & Brylee Bellis-
Assistant Cross Country Coach
and thank them for their service to the 
students and staff at WV as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0
Contracts:  Moved by Aiello, Seconded by 
Kaufman to approve the 25-26 Contracts 
as presented: Jeni Nuss
$1,066.00-Co-Student Ambassador-Base 
1/Year 3, Zane Sittig-$1,066.00-Co-
Student Ambassador-Base 1/Year 3,
Jennifer Merdinger-$801.00-JH Student 
Ambassador-Base 2/Year 5, Fall, Tyler-
$3,116.00-7-12 Vocal Sponsor-Base 1/
Year 1 & $1,640.00-Musical Director-Base 
1/Year 1, Gibbs, Jaylyn-$3,346.00-HS 
Marching Band-Base 1/Year 0, Weepie, 
Kim-$1,640.00-Play/Musical-Base 1/Year 
3 & $3,280.00-Speech-Base 1/Year 2,
Bockholt, Amanda-$1,457.00-Website & 
Facebook-Base 2/Year 7, Gross, Vaughn-
$728.50-Website-Base 2/Year 7, & 
$3,570.00-Robotics-Base 3/Year 14, 

Cusick, Katelyn-$820.00-Silver Chord-
Base 1/Year 1, Nitz, Katelyn-$965.00-
NHS-Base 2/Year 5 & $1,066.00-Co-Prom 
Advisor-Base 1/Year 4, Gross, 
Jennifer-$1,066.00-
Co-Prom Advisor-Base 1/Year 4, & Jenni 
Gross-$1,640.00-Football Cheerleading 
Coach-Base 1/ Year 1,
Foster, Duane-$1,579.00-.3 Strength & 
Conditioning-Base 2/Year 5 & $4,737.00-
Head Football-Base 2/Year 5, Gunner 
Rodgers-$1,530.67-.3 Strength & 
Conditioning-Base 1/Year 1 & $2,132.00-
JH Football-Base 1/Year 1, Zane Sittig 
$1,530.67-.3 Strength & Conditioning-
Base 1/Year 1 & $3,242.00-Asst Football-
Base 3/Year 13, Davie, Justin-$3,425.00-
Head Cross Country-Base 2/ Year 8, 
Danny Adams-$2,113.00-JH Cross 
Country-Base 2/Year 6, Katelyn Cusick 
-$2,230.00- Assistant Cross Country-Base 
1/Year 0, JD Stover-$2,952.00-Asst 
Football-Base 1/Year 1, Jones, Cody-
$3,387.00 Asst Football-Base 4/Year 16, 
Joey Rigdon-$3,097.00-Asst Football-
Base 2/Year 6, Brady Weepie-$2,132.00-
JH Football-Base 1/Year 0, Shepherd, 
Austin-$3,425.00-Head Volleyball-Base 2/
Year 5, Lenth, Brittany-$2,375.00-Asst 
Volleyball-Base 2/Year 8, Peyton 
Parker-$2,230.00- Asst Volleyball-Base 1/
Year 2, Heather Robinson-$2,403.00-JH 
Volleyball-Base 4/Year 16, Liz Bergman- 
$2,113.00-JH Volleyball-Base 2/Year 7. 
Motion carried 5-0
8. New Business-Moved by Sauerbrei 
Seconded by Auel to approve the 25-26 
AEA Instructional Services
Agreement for Spanish as presented. 
Motion carried 5-0
Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Kaufman to approve Emergency 
Operations Manual for 2025-26 as pre-
sented. Motion carried 5-0
9. Board Talking Points - Movie & discus-
sion on Suicide Prevention will be held 
tentatively at Grumpy’s on
10-4-25
10. Moved by Sauerbrei, Seconded by 
Auel to adjourn at 6:51PM. Motion carried 
5-0 Respectfully, Kim Arndt 
95 PERCENT GROUP INC $6,383.90 
AGVANTAGE FS, INC. $13,018.39 
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C. $137.50 
ALLIANT ENERGY $248.84 Amazon 
$3,037.41 ARNOLD MOTOR $484.46 
BELINSKY, KAYLA $210.07 BLACK 
HAWK SPRINKLERS $390.00 BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY $72.89 BUC-EES $97.30 
BUTLER COUNTY REC $4,834.36 
CASEY’S $42.83 CB INNOVATIONS 
$1,354.08 CEDAR FALLS CSD $8,454.54 
CENTRAL IA DISTRIB $3,478.00 Central 
Rivers AEA $9,204.04 CHEMSEARCH 
$693.55 CITY OF FAIRBANK $3,508.76 
CITY OF READLYN $2,223.79 COLUMN 
SOFTWARE $191.59 CONTINENTAL 
RESEARCH $271.91 CURRICULUM 
ASSOC $1,555.84 DAS SERVICES 
$650.00 DIAMOND VOGEL $62.99 DON’S 
TRUCK SALES $32.32 DUNKERTON 

CSD $11,298.12 EAST-CENTRAL IA REC 
$316.63 ELITE SPORTS $630.00 
Employee Benefit Systems $78,943.22 
Farmers Coop $103.00 Gross, Vaughn 
$286.40 HAPPEL, ALLIE $180.00 
Hawkeye Alarm & Signal $600.00 
HILLYARD/DES MOINES $3,426.47 
HILTON GARDEN $538.63 IA REGIONAL 
UTILITIES $295.36 ISFIS $1,500.00 
JENSEN, CHASITY $150.00 JOSTENS 
$18.45 Kendall Hunt $2,774.00 
KENWORTHY, STOREY $9,995.94 
KLUESNER SANITATION $640.00 KWIK 
TRIP $37.36 LANSING, PATRICK $420.14 
LINDAMAN, ASHLY $75.00 LOVES $92.30 
MATT CNSTRCT $150.00 Menards 
$2,056.41 MIDWEST COLLISION $420.00 
MODERN BUILDING $384.69 MURPHY 
USA $38.53 ORAN MUTUAL TELEPHONE 
$161.00 PILOT $124.10 PIONEER 
$3,755.45 RAINBOW RESOURCE 
$469.65 READLYN TELEPHONE $193.27 
ROAD RANGER $55.01 ROCHESTER 100 
$160.00 SAI $1,065.00 SCHOLASTIC 
INC. $254.86 SCHOOL SPECIALTY 
$352.70 Shepherd, Austin $50.01 
Teachers Pay Teachers $75.58 TEAM 
LABORATORY $1,040.00 Tobey, Nicholas 
$70.00 UBIQUITI STORE $6.00 WEEDS 
ON FIRE $2,493.50 WILSON 
RESTAURANT $398.14 General Total 
$186,734.28 BREMER CO. MUTUAL 
INSURANCE ASSOC. $2,036.24 
Employee Benefit Systems $5,458.38 
Management Total $7,494.62 ACCESS 
SYSTEMS $1,919.40 Amazon $766.89 
BASEPOINT BLDG AUTO $4,100.00 CDW 
LLC $13,156.81 Hawkeye Alarm & Signal 
$600.00 JET ENTERPRISES $11,395.00 
KENWORTHY, STOREY $9,089.34 
LAMPE, JESS $2,380.00 LIFETIME 
COATINGS $5,100.00 MARTIN GARDNER 
$1,718.70 PHILLIPS’ $39,530.00 
PRIMARY SYSTEMS $67,000.00 STEEGE 
CNSTRCT $275,432.55 STICKFORT 
ELECTRIC $1,014.73 WILSON 
RESTAURANT $644.75 WOOD’S 
CNSTRCT $5,201.68 Yondr $8,352.75 
YOUNG PMBNG & HTNG $2,374.59 
SAVE Total $449,777.19 ACCESS 
SYSTEMS $1,663.30 BRAUN, CHRIS 
$975.00 CEDAR FALLS CSD $977.86 
Central Rivers AEA $887.04 GIGFIRE 
$70.00 ORAN MUTUAL TELEPHONE 
$100.00 ROCKET ALUMNI SOLUTIONS 
$750.00 SAM’S CLUB $1,002.80 PPEL 
Total $6,426.00 Amazon $9.99 IA HIGH 
SCHOOL MUSIC ASSN. $25.00 Gallup 
Trust Total $25.00 APPLEBEES $490.69 
BSN SPORTS $2,591.76 CASEY’S $49.70 
ELITE SPORTS $2,256.22 FOGLESONG, 
JULIE $580.00 IA CNTRL COMM CLGE 
$1,026.50 IGCA $85.00 IHSAD $208.00 
IHSAA $1,000.00 IA SPORTS SUPPLY 
$1,706.20 IA STATE FAIR $504.00 Jimmy 
Johns $227.93 KWIK TRIP $5.58 
MATTHIAS, DEREK $60.00 MODERN 
BUILDING $136.70 NORTH LINN CSD 
$109.04 OMEGA PRKNG $5.00 REBEL 
ATHLETIC $246.99 ROSEN INN $2,733.84 
Walmart $287.76 Activity Total $14,310.91

REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in regular session on Monday July 28, 2025. Mayor Kayser 
called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Members present: R. Woods, Williams, Erickson, T. 
Woods, and Gruetzmacher. Absent: None. Also, present at City Hall: Heather Prendergast, City 
Attorney; Ken Schnor, Public Works; Michelle Laube, Deputy Clerk; and Brittany Fuller, City 
Clerk.
Gruetzmacher/Erickson to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
There were no public hearings.
R. Woods/Gruetzmacher to approve the following consent agenda items as presented: July 
14th Regular City Council Meeting Minutes. Motion carried.
During the informal public comment, Bill and Beth Dixon were present to inquire about remov-
ing the sidewalk in front of a home that they had purchased. They explained that the home was 
the only residence in the block where the sidewalk still existed. Attorney Prendergast stated 
that she would draft an email for everyone, and the council could act on the request at the next 
meeting if they wanted to. Mary Ann Hess was present to see about getting some garbage 
cans at Veteran’s Park. She also wanted to ask why there was water collecting at the corner 
of Grove Street and Fifth Street South. Councilman Tyler Woods spoke up since he owns that 
piece of land and said he had been working on getting a contractor to that area. 
Lisa Kremer was present from the Buchanan County Economic Development Commission to 
present the council with information regarding past accomplishments and on upcoming and 
active BCEDC Programs.
Jon Biederman was present to discuss project updates. He stated that the Fourth Street side-
walk project was scheduled to begin August 4th, and they were still working on the final details 
with that project. He also stated that any issues regarding the Main Street Project needed to 
be discussed with IA DOT. Attorney Prendergast asked Jon Biederman to review the entrance 
and access to the Farmer’s Kitchen and provide an opinion on its compliance and design. 
The water tower and cathodic protection was discussed regarding whether or not to keep 
renewing the annual contract. Cathodic protection helps with corrosion inside of a water tower 
and if the inside coating is good then not much protection would be used but even with the 
smallest of holes exposing steel the protection would be very beneficial. The last inspection 
showed that the inside was doing great and that could be because the cathodic protection is 
doing its job. Williams/T. Woods to approve tabling until the next meeting and in the meantime 
contacting Aegion/Corrpro to see about getting some of the annual reports that they have 
gotten from inspections over the years to help make the decision on whether to keep the 
cathodic protection or not. Motion carried.
Attorney Prendergast explained that the property at 506 Patterson Street was officially owned 
by the city. This property was acquired by using Iowa Code Chapter 657A. The council felt that 
the house needed to be removed. The asbestos would need to be checked before any 
removal could happen and then the plans for the property could be discussed at future meet-
ings. Williams/T. Woods to approve reaching out to Advanced Environmental Testing out of 
Waterloo to look into the asbestos and table for a future meeting. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
Gruetzmacher/Williams to approve the second reading of Ordinance 375 – Electric Rates. 
Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
R. Woods/T. Woods to approve Resolution 2025-26 – Resolution Setting the Date for Sale of 
General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025 and Authorizing the use of a 
Preliminary Official Statement in Connection Therewith. The city is prepared to enter into a 
general obligation loan agreement pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code 
of Iowa and borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,400,000 for the 
purpose of paying for the Main Street Project. The date was set for August 11, 2025, at 6:00 
pm and the sealed bids for the purchase of the bonds shall be received and canvased on 
behalf of the city until 11:00 am on August 11, 2025. Ayes: Five. Nays: None. 
The council was informed that Fayette County is getting ready to do road maintenance on V68 
north of town and there was a quote acquired from the contractor that is doing the work to do 
the maintenance and repairs needed to the portion of that road that lies within the city limits. 
The quote from River City Paving was $87,967.32 and included the area of Fourth Street North 
from the city limits to the intersection of East Main Street where the new concrete from the 
Main Street project ends. R. Woods/Williams to approve the street maintenance and repairs 
quote with River City Paving and to use money from RUT funds. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
The city was approached by the Jeanne Hermsen family as they were wanting to donate a 
bench to Riverside Park. They provided bench examples and would like it placed by a light 
pole from another family member donation. Williams/Gruetzmacher to approve the brown and 
black bench donation so that it matches the others in the park. Motion carried. The city guys 
will form and make the concrete base for the bench.
During the council/mayor reports, Councilman Gruetzmacher wanted to thank everyone for 
their support during the Ragbrai event. It all went very well for the community, and they dis-
cussed maybe having Fairbank as an overnight someday.
During the department reports, Ken stated that four of the eight condos had been ran and 
depending on the weather they had planned to finish the others up soon. The Christian’s Trail 
project was set to start the first week of September starting with the tiling company. 
Williams/Gruetzmacher to adjourn the meeting at 7:06 pm. Motion carried. 
Jason Kayser, Mayor 
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk

REGULAR MEETING
The Fairbank City Council met in regular session on Monday August 11, 
2025. Mayor Kayser called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Members present: Williams, Erickson, T. Woods, and 
Gruetzmacher. Absent: R. Woods. Also, present at City Hall: Hunter 
Robinson, Police Chief; Nick Kuker, Public Works Director; Michelle Laube, 
Deputy Clerk and Brittany Fuller, City Clerk.
	 Gruetzmacher/Williams to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
	 Gruetzmacher/T. Woods to open the public hearing at 6:02 pm on the 
proposed expansion of the Fairbank Urban Renewal Area. Motion carried. 
As discussed at the first meeting in July, this would amend the Fairbank 
Urban Renewal Plan by adding the property of 99 East Main Street. There 
were no comments received orally. The Fairbank Planning & Zoning 
Commission submitted a letter stating that the addition to the Fairbank 
Urban Renewal Plan would conform to the Fairbank Zoning Ordinance and 
is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. T. Woods/Gruetzmacher 
to close the public hearing at 6:03 pm. Motion carried.
	 Gruetzmacher/T. Woods to approve Resolution 2025-27 – Resolution to 
Declare Necessity and Establish an Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant to 
Section to Section 403.4 of the Code of Iowa and Approve Urban Renewal 
Plan Amendment for the Expanded Fairbank Urban Renewal Area. Ayes: 
Five. Nays: None.
	Gruetzmacher/Erickson to approve the first reading of Ordinance 376 – An 
Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Property in 
the August, 2025 Addition to the Fairbank Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant 
to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
	Erickson/T. Woods to approve waiving the second and third readings and 
to pass and approve Ordinance 376. Ayes: Five. Nays: None.
	 T. Woods/Gruetzmacher to approve Resolution 2025-28 – Resolution 
Authorizing Economic Development Grant Agreement with Garana, Inc. 
and Authorizing Internal Advance for Funding of Economic Development 
Grant Thereunder. The grant to Costa’s Sports Bar and Grill was approved 
for $30,000.00 and will be paid out of natural gas and electric but will then 
be reimbursed using TIF revenues. Ayes: Three. Nays: None. Abstain: 
Williams. Councilman Williams abstained from voting due to a conflict of 
interest, as he is employed by the financial institution utilized by Garana, 
Inc.   
T. Woods/Williams to approve the following consent agenda items as pre-
sented: July 28th Regular City Council Minutes, Treasurer’s Report for July 
2025, and the payment of bills. The bill listing will be placed at the end of 
the minutes. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.   
The Treasurers Report for the Month of July 2025: Revenues - General, 
$65,972.29; Special Revenue, $29,931.54; TIF, $350.37; Capital Projects, 
$34.88; Permanent Funds, $18.24; Proprietary, $177,842.14; and Transfers 
In, $28,055.00. Disbursements - General, $89,803.01; Special Revenue, 
$11,126.18; Proprietary, $139,473.65; Capital Projects, $3,292.50; and 
Transfers Out, $28,055.00. Balance on hand at close of business on July 
31, 2025 was $5,787,316.89. 
	 There were no comments during the informal public comment section. 
	Maggie Burger with Speer Financial was present to discuss the bond sale 
from earlier in the day and she stated that three bids were received for the 
$1 million of general obligation corporate purpose bonds. The best bid 
received was from UMB Bank out of Kansas City, MO for $1,004,938.25 
with a true interest rate of 3.9061%. UMB Bank was assisted in the bidding 
process by Northeast Security Bank. She also presented the updated final 
debt service schedule showing the first principal payment due June 1, 
2027. T. Woods/Erickson to approve Resolution 2025-29 – Resolution 
Awarding General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2025. The 
bonds were awarded to UMB Bank. Ayes: Three. Nays: None. Abstain: 
Williams. Councilman Williams abstained from voting due to a conflict of 
interest, as he is employed by the financial institution involved in the 
awarded bid. 
	 Gruetzmacher/Williams to approve the third reading of Ordinance 375 – 
Electric Rates. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
	 T. Woods/Erickson to approve the passing of Ordinance 375 – Electric 
Rated. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
	The annual reports were received from Aegion/Corrpro and the city engi-
neer reviewed them. Jon Beidermen mentioned that the interior to the water 
tower was in very good condition and that could be because the protection 

that has been provided to us is working. He mentioned most water towers 
need re-coated after 15 years and that ours was still in very good condition. 
Williams/T. Woods to approve the contract again with Aegion/Corrpro for 
the City’s annual water tower maintenance. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
	 The council discussed the next steps for the property at 506 Patterson 
Street. They would like to run a few things by Attorney Prendergast, and this 
will be discussed at the next meeting.
	 There was a pay estimate submitted to the city for the Fourth Street 
Sidewalk Project. The detailed payment report showed a payment of 
$950.60 due to Midwest Concrete, Inc. for the work that had been com-
pleted up to August 4th. Gruetzmacher/Williams to approve Payment #1 for 
$950.60 to Midwest Concrete, Inc. Ayes: Four. Nays: None.
	During the council/mayor comments, Councilwoman Erickson said that she 
had been getting quite a few complaints about the mowing at the Ball 
Diamond with one being grass blown into the volleyball courts. The council 
felt that maybe they could get Randy’s Lawn Care to come to the next 
meeting to discuss some of the things that have been seen. Since nobody 
was able to attend the grant awards celebration with Buchanan County, 
Councilman Gruetzmacher wanted to thank the Buchanan County 
Community Foundation for the $20,000.00 grant that was received for the 
Veteran’s Park Shelter Upgrade Project. He also asked if Nick could get the 
scoreboards installed by the end of August. 
During the department reports, Nick stated that he had attended an emer-
gency training about natural gas and also Rod from IAMU was in town to 
do a leak survey that past week. The Outer Road natural gas project was 
getting closer to being done. He mentioned that the project has been a 
source of great training for both Lonnie and Ken. He also reported that the 
Fourth Street Sidewalk Project had been started earlier that day. Police 
Chief Robinson stated that he had been busy doing some office work and 
cleaning. He asked if the council was interested in holding on to the old AED 
and it was thought that maybe it could be used somewhere. The body 
camera that was ordered also needed to get a charger and docking station 
for it and he had been working on that. He also asked about firearms train-
ing and the council wanted him to gather some more information to see if 
they would be interested in him going to training to be able to train the city’s 
officers with their firearms. 
Williams/T. Woods to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 pm. Motion carried.
Bills for the Month of August 2025
Aegion/Corrpro, Annual Water Tower Inspection	  $1,080.00 
Amazon Capital Services, Supplies/Equipment       	  $451.11 
Arnold Motor Supply, Supplies           	  $4.19 
Black Hawk Health Department, Annual Inspection  	  $418.00 
Blackhawk Automatic Sprinklers, Annual Backflow Testing	  $300.00 
BMC Aggregates L.C., Volleyball Sand           	  $2,201.69 
Bodensteiner Implement Co., Services    	  $186.38 
Bound Tree Medical, LLC., Ambulance Supplies     	  $677.66 
Lonnie Brewer, Cell Phone Reimbursement                 	  $75.00 
Buchanan County Economic Development, FY26 Dues	  $2,363.50 
Butler County Rec, Electric             	  $79,940.98 
Butler County Rec, Services             	  $1,834.14 
Carrico Aquatic Products, Supplies      	  $256.06 
Casey’s General Store, Gas   	  $789.00 
Clayton Energy Corporation, Natural Gas    	  $2,120.61 
Clayton Energy Corporation, Reservation Invoice    	  $6,443.62 
D & S Portables, Inc., Rentals         	  $3,715.00 
Davis Lawn Service, Services            	  $1,770.00 
Delta Dental of Iowa, August Premium          	  $21.96 
Don’s Truck Sales, Services             	  $1,469.60 
Edmunds Govtech, Inc., Subscription         	  $20,000.00 
Electrical Engineering & Equip, Services	  $826.04 
Emma Menzel, Utility Deposit Refund                   	  $200.00 
Fairbank Postmaster, Utility Bills Postage Aug 2025           	  $170.80 
City of Fairbank, Electric & Gas              	  $7,535.29 
Fehr Graham, Engineering Fees                   	  $4,177.94 
Brittany Fuller, Cell Phone Reimbursement               	  $75.00 
Gordon Flesch Company Inc., Copier/Printer Maintenance     	  $176.34 
Cory Hartmann, Services                	  $240.00 
IA Dept of Natural Resources, Permit Fee  	  $210.00 
IAMU, Leak Survey	  $1,558.50 

INRCOG, FY 26 Dues	  $599.94 
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy, Training  	  $10.00 
Iowa One Call, Locates                 	  $122.50 
Iowa Regional Utilities Assoc., Water	  $9,391.57 
Iowa Sport Supply, Supplies             	  $191.50 
Iowa Utilities Commission, Direct Assessment Charges    	  $1,151.25 
John Deere Financial, Supplies          	  $185.05 
Ken Schnor, Cell Phone Reimbursement                    	  $75.00 
Kluesner Sanitation, LLC., August Pick-Up Fees     	  $7,777.00 
Nick Kuker, Cell Phone Reimbursement                    	  $75.00 
Kwik Trip Inc., Gas                 	  $80.23 
Michelle Laube, Cell Phone Reimbursement                	  $75.00 
Little Wapsie Communications, Static IP Addresses  	  $64.06 
MercyOne Waterloo Medical Center, Drug Testing	  $30.00 
Meyer’s Custom Chevy, Services/Supplies          	  $1,250.00 
Microbac Laboratories, Inc., Testing   	  $719.50 
Midwest Concrete Inc., Fourth Street Sidewalk         	  $950.60 
Modern Building Products, Supplies      	  $713.21 
Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co., Services	  $668.54 
Myers-Cox Co., Concessions                 	  $330.50 
NE Security Bank, Payroll Processing Fee 7/1/25       	  $10.00 
NE Security Bank, Payroll Processing Fee 7/15/25  	  $9.30 
NE Security Bank, Utility ACH Service Charge              	  $10.00 
NE Security Bank, Non-Sufficient Check Charge	  $4.00 
NSB/HSA - H S A Contributions	
NSB/HSA- H S A Payroll Deductions	  $100.00 
Oelwein Publishing, Publishings            	  $415.39 
City of Fairbank, Replenish Postage Fund              	  $22.44 
Premier Technology, Services            	  $187.90 
Quick Med Claims, Ambulance Billing              	  $387.33 
Randy’s Lawn Care & Snow Removal, Services      	  $3,125.00 
Roberts, Stevens, Prendergast, Attorney Fees	  $1,235.00 
Roto Rooter Sewer-Drain Service, Services	  $1,072.50 
Sam’s Club Mc/Syncb, Concessions           	  $728.73 
Scott Pharmacy, Ambulance Supplies                	  $5.00 
Signs & More LLC, Banners              	  $422.76 
Stan’s Small Engine Repair, Services    	  $423.55 
Steve Vine, Services                    	  $420.00 
Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott, Utility Bills/Supplies 	  $543.97 
Sun Life Assurance Comp, Life Policies       	  $88.05 
Treasurer-State of Iowa, July 25 Sales Tax       	  $2,893.43 
Treasurer State of Iowa, July 25 WT Excise Tax       	  $1,473.19 
Turf & Landscape, Inc., Services        	  $1,820.00 
U. S. Treasury, 941 Taxes                	  $6,543.12 
U.S. Bank, June PEFA Commodity                     	  $2,681.40 
UnityPoint Clinic-Occupational, Drug Testing	  $42.00 
Verizon Wireless, Cell Phones              	  $170.18 
Visa, Microsoft/Conference/AVAYA Phone System           	  $1,209.95 
Wellmark, August Premium                      	  $3,025.28 
Wilnat, Inc., Equipment                 	  $1,130.43 
Windstream Enterprise, Gas Alarm Phone Line	  $68.26 
The Fairbank Library Board Approved the Following Bills on July 2, 2025:	
Amazon Capital Services, Books & Supplies       	  $301.77 
Baker & Taylor Inc., Books           	  $559.91 
Angela Berg, Mileage/Reimbursement                   	  $76.34 
Brock Berg, Services                    	  $160.00 
Davis Lawn Care, Services	  $61.00 
City of Fairbank, Electric & Gas	  $154.18 
Overdrive, Inc., EBooks               	  $566.64 
Pratt’s Pest Control, Services          	  $45.00 
Premier Technology, Services            	  $546.25 
NE Security Bank, Payroll Processing Fee 7/15/25              	  $0.70 
Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott, Supplies 	  $25.87 
US Cellular, Hotspots                   	  $          118.56 
Visa, AVAYA Phone System/Microsoft Email Accounts            	  $52.71
Jason Kayser, Mayor 
Brittany Fuller, City Clerk
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FFaaiirrbbaannkk  

103 East Main Street

Meetings held the 4th Tuesday each month

~ Everyone Welcome ~
Open by Appointment

For information, call: 319-269-6795

HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettyy

Stainless and Aluminum Repair / Machining / 
CNC Plasma Cutting / Sandblasting / 
Powder Coating / Portable Welding

WWW.BANKNSB.COM

F.A.B. BUILDERS LLC
Bonded & Insured for your Protection

SPECIALIZING IN METAL ROOFING
SIDING • DECKS •REMODELING

FREEMAN SCHWARTZ
Free Estimates
319.238.9751

1340 Fairbank Amish Blvd.
Hazelton, IA 50641
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Advisory products and services offered by Investment Adviser Representatives through Prime Capital Investment Advisors, LLC (“PCIA”), a federally registered investment adviser. PCIA: 6201 College Blvd., Suite#150, Overland Park, KS 66211. PCIA 
doing business as Prime Capital Financial | Wealth | Retirement | Wellness | Family Office.

“Financial Fitness”
WITH ASHLEA (KLEITSCH) JONES

 
Ashlea (Kleitsch) Jones

Financial Advisor
Prime Capital Financial
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
pciacedarrapids.com
(319) 269-7143

Scan Here to Learn 
More About Me!

Earlier this month, I was at the Bremer County fair at the Figure 8 Races. If you’ve 
never been to one, there are 6-10 cars on a dirt track in the shape of an “8” where the 
drivers are navigating, trying to maximize speed while slicing through oncoming traffic 
at the intersection of each lap. It’s loud, it’s fast, there are bound to be collisions, and 
fun had for all. 

Every time there was smoke or steam or some sort of noise coming from one of the 
cars, the men in the audience would start saying things like “gasket”, “transmission”, 
“serpentine belt”, etc. It made me giggle to listen to them diagnose the problems 
from so far away in the stands. There is no doubt in my mind that their guesses were 
accurate - everyone sitting around me was guys that have tons of experience with 
equipment of all sizes and the problems that can come with it. 

It just made me realize that I am not alone in being someone who enjoys the challenge 
of solving a problem. We all know people who hop right in to help someone in need… 
sometimes as a friendly neighbor… sometimes because that little itch of wanting to 
solve the puzzle first gets the best of them! 

I think we all have inside of us some need to be challenged. Some challenges we are 
willing to take on ourselves, some just have too much risk involved to go at it alone, so 
we ask or hire someone more versed in that area. 

This is where professionals come in.

At my house, there are a lot of small things that Cody and I are comfortable with trying to figure out ourselves, knowing we can’t hurt much 
if we screw up, however, if it is electricity related I am not touching it! It scares me to know what can happen if we do something wrong so 
I (still) call *my dad first :)*, then Etringer’s if it is a bigger project. I am happy to pay them what they’re worth to sleep well knowing it was 
done right. 

This concept is the same as being a Financial Advisor. Some investors are DIYers and do a fine job of accepting and managing the risk of a 
bad decision. Others would rather pay a knowledgeable professional, lowering the risk of something going awry. 
To each their own. 

Ashlea Jones doesn’t know how electricity works beyond changing a lightbulb. Ashlea Jones doesn’t know how to fix a transmission 
(or what a transmission looks like). But if you have cash or investments that are old, new, tax-deferred, tax-free, complex, not complex, 
whatever! And you need a second set of eyes on it, we can bring value and enhance your ambitions with our team and client-centric 
approach. 

I LOVE the journey of helping people find solutions to their financial obstacles. Sometimes it is just a matter of helping them believe in 
what we can help them achieve. Sometimes it’s plugging in a private investment you don’t have access to on the street. 

Other times it can be much more complex like a total rebuild… but when someone walks in with ambitions on their mind, nothing brings 
us more fulfillment than being able to say with confidence, “We’ve got this!”

If you feel there might be more out there than what you’ve been offered so far, let us look under the hood of your portfolio 

People inherently love solving problems.
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INSURANCE HEADQUARTERS INC.

VANDAELE INSURANCE, LLC

greatrates@vandaeleins.com

For all your insurance needs!

          Farm    Home    Auto    CommercialFarm    Home    Auto    Commercial
                  Crop    Health    Life InsuranceCrop    Health    Life Insurance

**                          **                    **

      **                            * * 

119 E. Main Street  .  PO Box 467  .  Fairbank, IA 50629

331199--663355--22552266      FFaaxx::  331199--663355--22116622

. .

511 4TH STREET, HWY. V68 NORTH • FAIRBANK • 319-635-2355511 4TH STREET, HWY. V68 NORTH • FAIRBANK • 319-635-2355
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00 to 5:00  •  Saturday: 7:00 to Noon • www.modernbuildingproductsia.comHours: Monday-Friday 7:00 to 5:00  •  Saturday: 7:00 to Noon • www.modernbuildingproductsia.com

MODERN BUILDING PRODUCTSMODERN BUILDING PRODUCTS

BUILDINGBUILDING
OUR REPUTATION ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME
We’ve been helping homeowners and contractors complete their projects with 

premium building materials and lumber. We pride ourselves on the quality of our product selection, 
as well as our commitment to value and great service.

When it comes When it comes 
to your next to your next 

project, come project, come 
to us!to us!
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